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Volunteering at the fishing extravaganza were GCOLA members
Uldis Birznieks, Dave Anderson, Rosemary Goff, Bob Toborg and Robert Eliason.
7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425
218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937
121 4th Street NE
Staples, MN 56479
218.894.5480
toll free 866.894.5455

“our focus is on you”

Dr. Jackie McCall
Dr. Evan Kuhn

9-5 M,W, F • 9-6 T & Th • 9-12 Sat.
midwestfamilyeyecenter.com
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What a theatre of weather we are having in this winter
season. Great snow falls in November, warm temps and
ice storms in December, frigid cold in early January which
made lake ice freeze thick enough for “a go” for the
Brainerd JC’s Ice Fishing Extravaganza, and then a
January thaw that melted the ice off the roads and much
of the snow.
The new administration in Washington is focused on
action and getting things done; and your GCOLA Board,
even though we all might not be on the same political
wave-length, also are focused on action and getting things
done.
Bill Brekken was recommended by the Nominating
Committee to become a new Board member. He was
unanimously voted by our Board to become a Board
Member. Bill brings a wealth of business and lakes area
knowledge to our Board and we welcome him. Please read
the article introducing Bill in this newsletter. We have
openings for one or two more Board positions; so if you

are interested in being a positive force for our Gull Chain,
please contact our Nominating Committee Chair, Kevin
Egan at 218-963-3546 or kegan22583@comcast.net.
Our Board has discussed for some time the importance of
becoming more actively involved in our state’s legislative
process to ensure that our lake shore owner’s have a say in
the process. At our November Board meeting, the Board
unanimously voted to establish a Legislative Committee.
Please read an article on that committee and our GCOLA
legislative priorities in this newsletter. We have an
excellent conduit with our State Legislators. Senator Paul
Gazelka, a GCOLA member and Gull Chain resident, has
been selected as the MN Senate Majority Leader.
Congratulations, Paul!! Josh Heintzeman and John
Poston, our State Representatives, met with our Board in
December when we discussed our GCOLA legislative
priorities. In January, 2017, I had a chance to meet with
Senator Carrie Ruud at the State Capitol.
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For 2016, GCOLA had an excellent year from a financial
and metrics standpoint. Our membership increased to a
record high of 951. Jay Chaney, the Membership
Committee Chair has raised the bar to have over 1000
paid members in 2017. Financially, we also had an
excellent year with a net income of over +$21K. Please
read an article on our financial performance in this
newsletter.
Mark your calendars for the 2017 GCOLA Gala Event on
July 24 at the Grand View – Gull Lake Center. The
leadership for the Gala, is now set. Chuck Herrig is our
Grand Pumba (GALA Chair) and Steve Allex, last year’s
Gala Chair, is a glutton for punishment and will be our
Silent Auction Chair. John Ingleman will head up our
exciting raffle. Thank you to Chuck, Steve and John for
taking on these roles for GCOLA. Read the article on the
Gala in this newsletter and mark July 24 on your calendar
as reserved for the GCOLA Gala.
On January 28, five members of GCOLA (Dave
Anderson, Robert Eliason, Rosemary Goff, Bob Toborg
and myself ) volunteered at the Brainerd JC’s Fishing
Extravaganza, helping fisherpersons with handicaps on/off
the buses. Thank you to our volunteers and a special
thanks to Jay Chaney from Boats and Beyond Rentals for
use of an Ice Castle Fish House so we could stay warm and
out of the elements when we weren’t helping fishing
participants.
If you are tired of hearing about the muskie stocking on
the Gull Chain, go on to the next paragraph. Otherwise,
interesting to note that DNR Fisheries stocked only
18,000 of their quota of 30,000 muskie fingerlings statewide in 2016. Yet, with this shortage, they went ahead
with the full quota stocking of 2,000 muskie fingerlings
in the Gull Chain within a few hours after an EAW
request by Gull Chain residents was rejected. There are
two sides to this issue, both with pros
and cons, but it would

have been appropriate if DNR Fisheries had let due
process run its course (EAW appeal) rather than rush the
stocking.
Now to get on my soap box for one last item. The subject
is the DNR grant program for invasive plant management.
The DNR had an AIS plant control grant program in
2015 for over $600K statewide in 2015. GCOLA applied
for one of those grants but was turned down because the
Gull Chain had other AIS (zebra mussels). I don’t
understand the rationale. In 2016, that program was
slashed to $200K (that’s another story) that our then State
Representative and GCOLA member, Mark Anderson,
vehemently opposed that reduction. Late on Friday, Jan.
20, the DNR announced that the 2017 grant program
would again have $200K of funding. Over that weekend,
Steve Allex, our AIS Committee Chair, submitted a grant
request for that program for curly leaf pondweed control
on Lake Margaret and Love Lake. On Monday, Jan. 23,
applications were closed for the program as the DNR had
received over 150 applications within 1 day. We were
fortunate that Steve got our application submitted before
the closure. That grant funding is totally inadequate for
the statewide needs for AIS plant control. If we are able
to get a grant, we would get funding for $50/acre treated.
Yet the cost for treatment is about $690/acre. Once again,
as we all know, the “lakes belong to everyone”, yet lake
shore owners/lake associations are burdened with the cost
of correcting problems on our lakes created by all lake
users. Make your voices heard to our legislators. They
need to hear you.
Thank you for your support of your lake association and
let’s be thankful and vigilant for our beautiful and everchanging Gull Chain of Lakes.
Uldis Birznieks, Chair
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We had another successful year collecting water samples to monitor the water quality of our lakes. The number of
participants increased from 17 to 26, and our coverage of the chain became much better. (The red dots on the map
show our sampling locations.) Nisswa Lake was added this year when two new volunteers signed up. The east side of
Gull Lake, which was not monitored last year, was sampled by five new volunteers.
Lake
Nisswa (2016 only)
Roy
Bass
Upper Gull
Margaret
Gull

June Ave.
TP (ppb)
19.0
15.5
15.3
18.0
31.9
14.5

The averaged results for the past two years are presented
in the table, where TP is total phosphorous, and ppb is
parts per billion. In general, the total phosphorous levels
show no real change from June to August with the
exception of lakes Margaret and Nisswa. Again this year,
the Lake Margaret data showed an increase of total
phosphorous from June to August. Whether this a yearly
trend or not will require several more years of sample
collecting. The data for Nisswa showed the same
phenomenon as Margaret, but, since this was the first year
Nisswa has been sampled, nothing can really be said about
this.
The Gull Chain of Lakes is in the Northern Lakes and
forest ecological region. Lakes in this region are classified
as mesotropic and have TP readings in a range of 14-27
ppb. Lakes with a TP greater than 30 ppb are classified as
impaired by MPCA. Except for Margaret, the TP values
are what one would expect. The TP values also appear to
be in line with previous values found in the lakes, but more
data is necessary to determine if there has been a change.
This water quality monitoring program really needs more
participants. Love and Spider lakes are still not being
monitored. Roy, Bass, and Upper Gull could use
additional participants. For more information or to
volunteer, contact me at gcola.endofdock@gmail.com and
include your name, mailing address, and lake address.
Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee,
End-of-Dock Program Coordinator

Aug. Ave.
TP (ppb)
46.0
15.5
13.0
16.5
59.7
17.4

Ave. June + Aug
TP (ppb)
28.0
15.5
14.2
17.3
44.9
15.9
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The second annual Avid Anglers Meeting was held in
December. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
health of the walleye fishery in Gull Lake. In attendance
were area fishing guides, representatives from outdoor
media, Minnesota DNR Game Enforcement and was
facilitated by Marc Bacigalupi, Brainerd Fisheries Area
Supervisor. As chair of our newly formed GCOLA Fisheries
Committee, I was invited to participate as well. I found the
meeting to be highly informative and want to share what
was discussed.
First, the fishing guides enthusiastically stated the walleye
fishing on Gull Lake this past Fall was the best they have
seen in many years. The high catch rate was provided by a
high number of 18 to 19 inch (approximately 2 pounds)
walleyes. The word got out to the broader fishing
community statewide that Gull Lake had a ‘hot bite’ going
on which resulted in a higher number of fishermen than
usually seen in the Fall. The fishing guides in attendance
also observed a high population of small 2” perch, a prime
food source for walleye. A strong perch population goes
hand in hand with a healthy walleye population.
The DNR currently conducts a lake survey every year on
Gull Lake due to the increased concern with the walleye
population in recent years. Marc shared results from the
latest lake survey conducted in July. While the total walleye
population continues to show a slight decline, survey results
supported what fishermen experienced in regards to a high
population of 2 pound walleyes. Those fish are from the
strong 2011 year class, making them 5 years old. The bad
news is the survival rate from the 2013, and in particular,
2014, year classes were very low. Those fish are currently
12 to 15 inches in length. The reason for the low survival
rate for those year classes is
blamed on an unusually late
ice out in 2013 and 2014.
The absence of walleyes from
those two year classes has a
significant impact on the overall
population as noted from DNR
survey results. The good news is the
2015 year class, currently 8 or 9 inches
long, looks very
strong.

The DNR stocks 2.8 million walleye fry every year in Gull
Lake. It is not known how much walleye natural
reproduction occurs in Gull Lake, hence stocking is viewed
as very important to maintain a strong walleye fishery. As
the walleye population continues to be monitored and if a
population decline continues, the DNR Fisheries Team will
consider incremental walleye stocking, either in additional
fry or potentially test adding larger fingerlings.
The last topic from our meeting was seeking input on
potentially lowering the walleye possession limit. The
current limit of six walleyes in Minnesota has been in place
since 1956! The group at this meeting felt the time is right
to consider lowering the limit to four walleyes. No doubt
our lakes are facing increased fishing pressure as fishermen
have more advanced boats and improved fish finding
electronics. Reducing the walleye limit would help instill
a conservation mindset to protect this valuable resource.
Questions raised by this group were how broadly would the
reduced limit be implemented, just the Gull chain, the
entire Brainerd Lakes area, or potentially statewide? Many
lakes in Minnesota already have reduced harvest limits on
walleye, tailored to the unique requirements for each of
those designated lakes. Coincidentally, on January 8th the
Star Tribune published an article stating that a statewide
reduced limit for walleyes and other fish species is being
considered by the DNR. The DNR will be seeking input
to the proposal as public acceptance may take time. Stay
tuned. We will be hearing much more on the reduced
harvest proposal in the months ahead!
Chuck Herrig,
Chair, Fisheries Committee
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In July, thirty-three GCOLA loon survey volunteers
completed their third annual loon survey. Data from the
surveys is presented in the accompanying table. The Nest
count is the sum of all sites where loons were found
nesting whether in natural vegetation or on artificial
platforms. The adult count is from the July survey only.
An interesting observation from the table is that Nisswa,

Nisswa
Nests
Chicks
Adults

2014
2
0
2

2015
2
0
2

2016
1
0
1

Nests
Chicks
Adults

0
1
7

2
3
6

0
2
4

Nests
Chicks
Adults

1
1
2

1
1
1

1
1
2

Nests
Chicks
Adults
Upper Gull
Nests
Chicks
Adults

1
0
2

1
0
2

1
1
1

1
1
6

3
6
9

3
2
8

Roy

Spider

Bass

Margaret, and Love lakes have yielded no observable
chicks in our July survey. The total number of nests,
chicks, and summer adults for the entire chain is also
given. The ratio of chicks per nest was calculated. While
it might be tempting to speculate on the trend of this ratio,
it is likely that we need at least a couple more years of data
to be able to say anything about it.

Margaret
Nests
Chicks
Adults
Gull
Nests
Chicks
Adults
Love
Nests
Chicks
Adults
Totals
Nests
Chicks
Adults
Chicks/Nest

2014
1
0
4

2015
2
0
2

2016
0
0
2

6
6
29

6
8
54

5
11
49

1
0
6

1
0
0

0
0
0

13
9
58
0.8

18
18
76
1.0

11
17
68
1.5
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My long time loon survey colleague and I have been
putting out the same artificial platform for a decade.
During this time, loons have never used it nor, to our
knowledge, ever sat on it until this spring. Sheila Johnston
was out looking for loon nests and took this picture of a
loon sitting on it. She called me about this discovery.
Afterwards, my colleague and I went out to see if the loons
were indeed using the platform. To our disappointment,
a loon was not on the platform nor did they use it. The
loon pair nested in natural vegetation.

started nesting on a platform on Lake Margaret. Loon
survey volunteer Bonnie Dornquast reported to me that
this nest appeared to have been abandoned with two eggs
in the nest. My colleague and I recovered the eggs from
the nest. The eggs were in excellent condition and showed
no signs of predator damage. They were almost hot from
being in the sun; so, there was no question that the nest
had been abandoned. The eggs were frozen and turned
over to Kevin Woizeschke. As soon as funds are available,
the eggs will be sent to a laboratory in Connecticut to be
analyzed for petroleum chemicals, oil dispersing agents,
In the spring of 2015, a dead loon was recovered from Roy and pesticides used in agriculture. The analysis costs $50
Lake and turned over to Kevin Woizeschke, DNR Loon per egg; therefore, it may be awhile before we receive our
specialist. He collects dead loons and stores them in a analysis results.
freezer to eventually be sent to a laboratory in Wisconsin
for necropsy to determine the cause of death. Since the Volunteers are NEEDED for this program. I need
necropsy costs $100 per loon, they are not sent until administrative help, especially with the summer survey!!!!
money becomes available. In the spring of 2016, money You can become involved in either the spring nesting
became available, and our dead loon was sent to the survey or the summer chick survey. You are very welcome
Wisconsin laboratory. Hopefully, we will receive a report to become involved in both. If you are interested in
on this loon The BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010 helping to continue this program, please send me an email
exposed many Minnesota loons to petroleum and oil at gcola.loonwatch@gmail.com.
dispersing agents used to mitigate the oil spill. While the
exposure was non-lethal for most part, the long term
Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee,
effects on loons remains unclear. It could cause reduced
Loon Survey Coordinator
life spans and/or reduced reproductivity. This year, loons
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At the November, 2016 GCOLA Board meeting, the
Board unanimously approved the formation of a
Legislative Committee. The charter for the committee is
that it “shall be the primary interface for GCOLA with
our state and local legislators, local units of government
and the executive branch of state government.” Initial
members of the committee are Bill Brekken, Doug
Johnston and Uldis Birznieks.
At the 2017 GCOLA Board Planning Meeting in
November, 2016, the GCOLA Board brainstormed and
discussed potential legislative, lake-related items that
would be of interest to our lake association. We included
potential legislative items that have been communicated
by Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates (MLRA) and
MNCOLA. GCOLA is a member of both organizations.
We also included additional items brought forward by the
Board members. After discussion on each of the items,
the Board Members used a priority voting scheme to come
up with our 2017 GCOLA legislative priorities. Our top
tier of legislative priorities are the following:
1. Establish sustained, long-term funding for Minnesota
Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
- Current legislative funding will stop in 2018
- Long-term solutions to AIS will only be solved via
an entity such as MAISR
2. Increase fines for AIS violations to be similar with
game & fish fines including authority to impound
- Currently $100 for drain plug, $500 for prohibited
species and no impound
- Keeping a muskie under 54" is $1000 fine - Which
causes more harm? Minnesota needs to be leader
deterring spread of AIS
3. Close applicable lake public access sites immediately
when new AIS detected.
- Current DNR process can take weeks and months
prior to closure
- DNR appears to be more concerned with public
access than stopping spread of AIS
4. Establish AIS Division in DNR funded by watercraft
licenses
- DNR does not have a focused organization to
combat AIS
- Currently within Ecological and Water Resources
Division
- Hard to find who is in charge and who does what

5. Increase DNR Grant programs for invasive plant
management & inspection
- Program had $625K in 2015, was drastically cut to
$200K in 2016 and 2017
- This is totally inadequate for need - burden is put on
lake associations to fund
Our second tier of legislative priorities are the following:
A. Limit muskie stocking to native lakes defined in DNR
2020 plan (excludes Gull Chain)
- In all other lakes, including migration lakes, treat
muskie same as pike
- Muskie preference by fisherman, per 2015 DNR
sponsored study has dropped from 6th place to 13th
place
- DNR should concentrate on #1 Fishing Preference
- Walleye rather than high cost muskie stocking
B. Mandatory decontamination into/out of all lakes with
starry stonewort plus Lake Minnetonka and Mille Lacs
- Starry Stonewort is threat to property tax base and
property values
- Minnetonka and Mille Lacs are major
origins/destinations for boat traffic
C. Mandatory roadside inspection at “choke point” sites
to lessen need to protect all boat accesses"
These legislative priorities have a central theme of “let’s get
serious and have urgency regarding AIS”. MN House
Representatives Josh Heintzeman and John Poston (who
represent the Gull Chain) were guests at our December
GCOLA Board meeting where they discussed the
upcoming 2017 legislative session. The GCOLA
legislative priorities were presented to them and discussed.
Also, MN AIS Research Center has reached out to
GCOLA and asked for help to secure sustained funding
for the Research Center. As potential bills get brought
forward, we will keep you informed of ways that you can
actively participate in this legislative process. Be active and
let your legislators know how you feel.
By Uldis Birznieks, Chair
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It is a privilege to join the Gull Chain of Lakes
Association Board of Directors. My wife and I and
our three (now adult} children and family have lived
and played on Gull Lake since 1991, and have much
love and respect for all of the lakes in our community!
My life's work began very young in the retail clothing
business, initially working closely with my parents in
the family business in Detroit Lakes, and then
moving on to management with Herberger's. After
devoting 30 plus years to retail management, I retired
to banking, lifelong learning development at the local
college, foundation development, and currently real
estate sales. My plan is to continue working, in some
capacity, until I can’t!
It is my desire to offer the Board of GCOLA my
living and work experience in order for all of our
community to enjoy the resources that the lakes
bring!
Thank you to all of the Board!
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Are you concerned about new aquatic invasive species
threatening the Gull Chain of Lakes? Would you like to
take an active role in protecting the lakes? Here’s your
chance! The AIS Detectors program will train citizen
scientists to identify and report potential aquatic invasive
species (AIS). The program was developed by University
of Minnesota Extension and the Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center. All materials and
information have been reviewed by faculty experts from
MAISRC. The course will cover identification of invasive
plants, invertebrates, and fish, as well as their native
lookalikes, and how to distinguish them. Early detection
is one of the most effective ways to help stop the invasion
and spread of AIS. By responding to reports and weeding
out false positives, AIS Detectors will play a critical role
in helping the Minnesota DNR protect our lakes.

and the in-person workshop include open book exams on
which you must score 70% or higher to be certified as an
AIS Detector and to be eligible to participate as a
volunteer.
For more information about the program, go to
www.maisrc.umn.edu/ais-detector. GCOLA will sponsor
the training of eight AIS Detectors. If you are interested
in signing up for the program, please email
sheilafjohnston@me.com.
Sheila Johnston
AIS Committee Member

To become an AIS Detector, you’ll first take an online
course that consists of six units including species
identification, the steps to take if you find a new
AIS infestation, and more. It will take six to
eight hours to complete the online course, and
you can break up the units as your schedule
allows. Next, you will need to complete an
in-person, full day workshop led by
University of Minnesota Extension staff
where you’ll apply the knowledge and
skills that you learned in the online
course. There will be six in-person
workshops held from April through June
throughout the state, and you will
choose the one you want to attend
when you register for the
program. Both the online course

Weddings, Graduations Reunions & More
Canopies • Games •Concessions • Grills
4750 White Gables Road • Brainerd, MN 56401 • 6 miles north of Brainerd on 371

218-829-6300 • partytimerentalmn.com
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As we head into 2017, it is time to give you a snapshot on
how GCOLA did financially in 2016 and look forward to
what is planned for 2017. The figure below shows the
financial data for 2016 and the budget for 2017 with the
$ (K) and % of the total for each major category.

The year 2016 turned out to be an excellent year for
GCOLA from a financial standpoint. We budgeted for
essentially a balanced budget and ended the year with a
net income of $21.5K. We do have two items for expenses
incurred in 2016 that will not hit our books until early
2017 that total $8K. So realistically, the net income was
just over $13K, still, excellent.

system costs were slightly higher than budget as we had to
purchase/repair more buoys than expected. The main item
in the OTHER category that was higher than budget was
$5K that was given to the Agate Lake Association to help
cover legal costs fighting a proposed RV park. The AIS
Contingency Fund allocation was increased to $20K and
that fund now totals $85K. That is money set aside to
combat new AIS threats. Our GCOLA Endowment Fund
had donations of $17.2K in 2016 and now totals
$211.4K.
The GCOLA Board approved the 2017 budget at the
December 2016 meeting. Highlights of the 2017 budget
include the following:
• Work to increase GCOLA membership to 1000
members or more.
• Submitted grant requests to Cass County for AIS
watercraft inspection, AIS plant inspections and other
AIS activity totaling $19.3K.
• Major emphasis in the Environmental/AIS area which
has 51% of the total expense budget.
• Contracted cost to install/remove/maintain buoy
system increased just slightly from $18K to $18.45K.
• Allocated an additional $20K for AIS Contingency
Fund. That fund will total $105K at the end of 2017.
• Allocated $10K for 50/50 grants for shoreline
restoration
• Allocated $5K for donation to MN AIS Research
Center
• Allocated $4K for external financial audit (Budgeted
under Administration Expenses)

On the income side, dues, donations and the Gala
continue to be the three major sources of income. On the This approved budget has negative net income of $7K, yet
expense side, the environmental/AIS category dominates we will strive to achieve a balanced budget at year end
accounting for about 50% of our expenses.
making prudent decisions. With a good positive cash
balance (exclusive of the AIS Contingency Fund), a small
For 2016, dues income exceeded budget and has increased one-year negative net income is not a concern. Contact
the last several years, our membership is at an all-time high me if you have any questions regarding our financial
of 951 members. Donations were $5K above budget and summary.
increased $3K over 2015 – thank you to all our members
for your generous donations. Grants (County and DNR)
Uldis Birznieks, Chair
have increased to be about 15% of our income. On the
expense side for 2016, the environmental/AIS costs were
lower than budget because more of the AIS watercraft
inspection costs were directly paid by Cass and Crow
Wing counties rather than going through GCOLA. Buoy
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The Minnesota DNR stocked Gull Lake with 2,000
musky fingerlings in October, 2016. This was done
despite vigorous opposition by many GCOLA property
owners, lake associations, local units of government,
fishermen, and people who simply love Gull Lake. The
Minnesota DNR has a formal plan to introduce muskies
into more of Minnesota’s lakes and rivers (DNR 2020
Plan). The plan to stock non-native lakes with a top
predator fish that can grow to 65 pounds has the potential
to negatively impact walleye and panfish populations and
further damage the fragile eco-systems of lakes already
suffering from the effects of zebra mussels and other
aquatic invasive species (AIS).
After the DNR’s decision to stock Gull Lake with muskies,
a group of GCOLA members joined together with other
concerned citizens from around the state to form
Minnesotans for Family Fishing and Healthy Lakes
(MFFHL). MFFHL is a volunteer organization made up
of lake associations, local taxpayers, business owners,
fishermen and women, and people who treasure the lakes.
The goals of the organization are to stop the DNR from
stocking lakes and waterways where muskies were
previously introduced and are not naturally occurring, and
to immediately stop introducing muskies into any new
lakes. Protection of muskies in non-native lakes would
be eliminated. MFFHL is working with the state
legislature to take action on these issues.
You may be asking, if muskies have already been stocked
in our lake, what’s the point of continuing the fight?
Stocking a lake once or twice will not necessarily harm the
lake because muskies have difficulty reproducing and

establishing
themselves in
a lake. If muskies
are treated like their
relative, the northern
pike, they could be fished
out. The top five musky
lakes in Minnesota are
infested with zebra mussels,
spiny water fleas, and Eurasian
milfoil. The risk of spreading AIS
increases dramatically with “lake
hopping” as fishermen go from
lake to lake in quest of the huge
trophy.
Muskie fishing
tournaments
will
bring
additional challenges and an
even greater risk of new AIS
contaminating our lakes.
If you are interested in
learning
more
about
Minnesotans for Family
Fishing and Healthy
Lakes,go to the website
or Facebook page below.
http://minnesotansforfamilyfishing.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotansForFamilyFishing/
Sheila Johnston
MFFHL Advisory Board Member
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Summer will be here soon and we have two
dates we hope you’ll put on your calendar
– July 15 and July 24. On July 15 our
annual membership business meeting will
take place in the morning at the Lutheran
Church of the Cross in Nisswa. You will
receive a notice by mail.
On July 24 our 6th annual Gala fundraiser
will take place at Grand View Lodge.
Come for an evening of socializing and
entertainment.

Social
Circles

Build
yours
Today!
2
2

16460 Hwy 371 North,
Brainerd
218.829.5519
LandsburgNursery.com

For the best tips, advice,
and coupons, sign up
for our e-newsletter at
LandsburgNursery.com

16

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

$125,000

$100,000

(50,000 in donations)
(50,000 matching grant)

$25,000

In partnership with the Initiative Foundation, GCOLA
established a perpetual Endowment Fund. The fund is
intended to provide long-term funding to support the
stewardship activities o GCOLA to preserve and improve
the ecosystem of the Gull Chain off Lakes. It’s also a
wonderful opportunity to leave a legacy for those who will
enjoy this area for years to come.
We currently have just over $217,000 in the fund, which
includes a $50,000 matching grant from the Initiative
Foundation. It is great to know that there is a long-term
base of financial resources through the endowment to be
able to carry out projects designed to enhance and protect
our beautiful chain of lakes. Watch for a December mailing
seeking additional donations to this fund.
The Board again wants to thank all the many members and
friends of GCOLA for the generous support of our
endowment fund.
GCOLA BOARD
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Ice is a marvelous form of our most precious resource. We
depend on it for winter fun, and our lakes depend on it
for their natural seasonal cycles. Despite the joy we get
from frozen lakes in the winter, the ice can also wreak
havoc on lakeshore by pushing up the sand and soil into
large ridges.
Today I will talk about the tremendous power of lake ice,
and the phenomenon called "ice heaving" or "ice-jacking".
There are some positives and some negatives to this
phenomenon, depending on your perspective. It can be

extremely damaging to personal property on the lakeshore,
but it can also be beneficial to the lake's health and its
ecosystem.
First of all, why do these ice ridges form? Ice is not
stagnant in the winter once it forms. It is continually
changing, expanding and contracting as the temperatures
rise and fall. When the temperature drops the lake ice
contracts, producing cracks which refill with more water
and freeze. Then, when the temperature rises the ice
expands, but there is no where for the ice to go in the lake

18

so it pushes up against the shore. As ice continues to
expand and contract throughout the winter, it produces a
ratcheting effect. Each subsequent and cumulative push
exerts tremendous pressure upon the shore.

What can property owners do in the spring when they're
left with large ridges of sand and soil? Usually, a DNR
Public Waters Work Permit is required for altering
shoreline below the ordinary high-water level. There are
some conditions where you can grade and remove an ice
For example, for a lake that is one mile across, when the ridge without a permit. Check with the DNR to be sure:
ice’s temperature rises from 14 to 32 degrees Fahrenheit, 1-888-646-6367 or
the ice sheet will expand laterally a total of approximately http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/water/needpermit.html.
32 inches, almost 3 feet! This can occur in a matter of
So what are the benefits to ice heaves and ice jacking? Ice
hours when there is no snow cover on the ice sheet.
heaving has been a natural process occurring on Minnesota
Ice jacking is more severe in years where the temperatures lakes for thousands of years. The ridges form a natural
fluctuate greatly and where there is little snow cover to barrier to runoff and traps nutrients from flowing into the
insulate the ice and keep the ice temperature constant. lake. These nutrients then become fertilizer to plants that
This year, we have had a relatively thick snow cover all grow to form a buffer on the lakeshore. The shade and
winter, so in theory, the ice heaving should be less habitat offered by near-shore plants benefit organisms
along the shore and in the lake, thus supporting nesting
dramatic.
and spawning fish. If you have undeveloped natural
There really isn't much you can do on shore to keep the shoreline, leave the ice ridges in place and watch in future
ice at bay. The ice so powerful that it is impractical, from years how they develop into great habitat.
an economic standpoint, for the average individual to
construct retaining walls or a foundation of sufficient Winter in Minnesota comes with its pluses and minuses,
strength to resist it. Rip-rap is of little value unless laid on but for most of us that spend the winters here, the positives
a properly placed gravel foundation and on an extremely of winter fun on the lake ice outweigh the negatives of the
ice's power. To learn more about lake ice visit
flat slope.
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/p
The safest course for lakeshore property owners is to follow wpermits/ice_ridges.html
setbacks and be sure that the buildings are located as high
above the lake level, and as far removed from the shore as Enjoy the lakes! This article was written and shared by
practical. Setback regulations of 100 feet from the Moriya Rufer at RMB Environmental Laboratories as part
shoreline are not only important for aesthetics and to of continuing education for their Lakes Monitoring
prevent runoff into the lake in the summer, they also Program (218-846-1465, lakes@rmbel.info). To learn
protect lakeshore property owners in the winter from ice more, visit www.rmbel.info
damage. There have been years where ice can rip cabins
near shore off their foundations.
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GCOLA offers a sincere thank you to our many members who made donations last year that were in addition to the
dues paid. The support of all members through dues and donations is greatly appreciated and helps us with our efforts
to improve the quality and safety of our chain of lakes. Names listed below are members who have contributed
donations in addition to the $50 dues. This list includes 2016 donations to the Endowment Fund. Our apologies if
anyone was inadvertently omitted from this list.
EAGLES ($5,000 – $15,000
Amy Scott Foundation

OSPREY ($1,000-$4,999)
Mary Ann & Looe Baker, III
James & Pamela Garvey
John & Debra Hillstrom
Optimization Associates, Inc.
Spicola Family Foundation

LOONS ($500 - $999)
Doug & Sarah Crowther
Dondelinger Chevrolet Cadillac
Dave & Debby Felske
Stanley & Bonnie Jorgenson
Kurilla Real Estate, Ltd.
Mike & Sandy Luker
Pine Beach Peninsula Assn.
Sara Sampsell-Jones
Greg & Nancy Schwanbeck
Marc & Beth Swiontkowski
HAWKS ($100 - $499)
Anonymous (13)
David & Yasmine Aamodt
John & Joan Akin
Rodney & Sally Almlie
Andy Anderson
Cliff & Nancy Anderson
Lee & Peggy Anderson
Wayne & Jan Anderson
Ann Arhart
John Arnoldy & Susan Hansen
Patrick & Pamela Aydt
Ken & Mary Baker
Pat & Emy Jo Bartus
David & Sandy Baldwin
Greg & Peggy Beck
Buzz & Vicki Benson
Mark & Angela Benson
Steve & Marsha Bergan

Tim & Ann Bergin
Carol & Don Birkeland
Uldis & Pat Birznieks
Jerry & Lois Bjurstrom
Matt & Lonnie Boe
Steve Boe
John & Mary Boeder
Fred Boos
Dave & Sheri Brinker
Art & Cynde Brookfield
Michael & Jean Buller
Bunten Family
D. Keith & Mary Campbell
Gerald & Judy Carling
James Christensen
David & Holly Connaker
Glenn & Sandy Cook
Wayne & Kathy Cornish
Brownlee (Bo) & Cheryl Cote
Randy & Carol Cote
Sam & Mary Jo Cote
Doug & Sarah Crowther
Jim & Jane Daly
Robert & Mary Dimke
William & Virginia Dingle
DJ & Kris Dondelinger
Richard Dore
Tom & Karen Driessen
Vince Driessen
Kevin & Betsy Egan
Robert & Maryann Eliason
Robert & Laura Eng
Craig & Margie Ensign
David Fellner
Robert Fier
John Fitch & Jane Schuldt
Bill & Sharon Frank
Michele Fuerstenberg
David & Janet Galassi
Steve & Charlotte Garske
Dr. John & Amy Gawlik
Hoot & Mary Lynn Gibson
Dale Goodhue & Alice Harris
Chuck & Claire Grillo
Paul Haagenson
Richard & Jennifer Hagerty
Mark & Nancy Hall

Mary Jane Halvorson
Greg & Cindy Hames
Tom & Sara Hartman
Jim & Pam Hanson
Bruce & Linda Harrier
Bill & Kathleen Haug
Ron & Lisa Have
Bob & Susie Heaton
John & Diana Herman
Chuck & Lori Herrig
Derrill & Marilyn Holland
Paul & Colleen Holmquist
Mike and Kris Hudalla
Clark & Jeff Hunting
John & Julie Ingleman
Clark & Carolyn Johnson
Rob & Pat Johnson
Doug & Sheila Johnston
Alan Kehe
Chris Kienstra
Todd Kimmes
Timothy & Elizabeth Krebsbach
Lake Fun Rentals (Eric
Peterson)
Roger & Marie Landsburg
George & Barbara Lehan
Doug & Pat Lewis
Doug Linder
Roger Lykins
Jerry & Lori Lyng
Michael & Debra Lyons
Carlisle & Ellen Mabrey
Steven & Janell Madison
Daniel & Judith McAthie
Shelley McDonald
Kyle McClintok
Al & Mary Agnus McQuinn
Bill & Joyce Mitsch
Colleen Mooney
Joe & Kathy Mucha
James & Wendy Mullaney
Lowell & Linda Naley
Robert & Maryann Nemeth
Jeff & Jill Noack
Jackie & Pat O’Connell
Denise & Steve Park
Tom & Amy Pearson

Carol Pech
David & Rebecca Peterson
Dave & Claudia Pilot
Doug & Mary Platt
Mark & Terri Poindexter
Charles & Tina Pountney
Mike & Jean Qualen
Steve & Ruth Quisberg
John & Jackie Reedy
Joseph Salscheider
Richard Sankovitz
Douglas Schieffer
Tom & Teddy Sedgwick
Jeff & Karen Sell
Douglas Schieffer
James Sheedy
Dolph Jr. & Pam Simons
Donald Snell & Barbara Huso
Ken & Diane Stevens
Andrew & Dorothy Stewart
Dan & Connie Stockness
Tim Stockness
Wes & Jean Streed
David & Marlys Thies
Rod & Carol Thole
Ann & Ron Thornton
Bob Toborg & Rosemary Goff
Gene & Carlotta Tutor
Tony & Virginia Udelhoven
Laura & Cliff Vick
Harlan Wachholz
Doug & Deb Wagman
Michael & Sharon Wagner
Karl & Denise Westenfield
Steve & Donna Wiczek
Charles & Virginia Wilcox
Tom & Cathy Williams
Alex & Michelle Wilson
Greg & Beth Windfeldt
Jim & Trish Woerner
Dave & Sharon Wood
GULLS (Up to $99)
Anonymous (9)
Steve & Kathy Allex
David & Marybeth Anderson
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Sally Anderson
Pat & Sandy Baldwin
Scott & Martha Baron
Stephen & Mary Battista
Perry & Carol Beaton
John Bell
Patrick & Heather Bennett
Mark & Angie Brown
Vern & Lois Berglin
Byron & Cynthia Bergren
Linda Blaisdell
Robert & Teri Bormann
Don Bottemiller
Tammara & Steve Braunberger
Cal & Ann Brager
Conley Brooks
Allison Bross White & Elsa
Carlson Bross
Ron & Jean Brown
Bill & Phyllis Bryan
Beverly Burman
Sara Campbell
Toddy Campbell
Dan & Karen Caspersen
Gregory & Lauretta Clark
Collier Family
Rick Cook
Thom & Ann Cooper
John & Krista Copham
Carleton & Ruth Crowell
Jack & Dianne Cummings
Jeff & Monette Day
Keith & Karen Danielson
Tom & Bobbie Deans
Louis Dehner & Becky Pew
Dennis & Lucille Denger
Ben & Rhoda Drake
Kris & Charles Driessen
Jim & Gayle Ehlen
Mark & Cindy Eischens
Phillip Evan
Evergreen Management
Doug & Marie Falls

Cathie & John Foster
Lloyd & Connie Foster
Steve & Vicki Frawley
Daniel Frehing
Fred & Julie Friedrichs
James Gabriel
Rich & Barb Gabriel
Dick & Nancy Gady
Joe & Diane Galassi
Bob & Carol Galligan
Richard Ganyo
Earl & Ginny Geiger
Peter & Johanna George
Sharron Gibbons & Rex
Rundquist
Lynn Gordon
Betty Green
Alan & Janice Grinde
John & Jane Guild
David & Gloria Hamilton
Benjamin & Gwen Hankinson
George & Christina Hart
Dan Hedlund & Robin Preble
Keith & Shirley Heidecker
Donald & Yvonne Henderson
Mike & Pat Henkemeyer
Lisa & Dan Herren
Mark & Janet Hinton
Craig & Nancy Holland
Michael & Melissa Holland
Denny & Karen Holmen
Ron & Ginger Hustvedt
John & Beth Jacob
Jedaka, LLC (David Garske)
Joel & Mary Lee Jennings
Warren & Donna Jeppesen
Don & Marilyn Johannsen
Arnold & Joann Johnson
Bruce & Sharalyn Johnson
Donn Johnson & Renee Rivard
Eric Johnson & Angela McAtee
Don & Sally Jones
Dennis & Joyce Kamstra

Greg & Dana Kellenberger
Kurt & Michele Kittleson
William & Nancy Knapp
Dewayne & Elizabeth Kurpius
Jean & Patricia LaPlace
Bob & Carolyn Laskey
Ralph & Diana Ledin
H. Laury & Marilyn LePage
Greg & Donna Lindberg
David & Jean Linne
Gene & Patty Loya
Edward Lynde
David & Pat Maccabee
Dave & Judy Markert
Robert & Cynthia Martin
Katharine Marvin
Tom & Bonnie Mattrow
Maxson Family Partnership
David McCarthy
Cynthia McGarvey
David McNair
Jill Metcoff
Marv & Pat Meyer
Norm & Marlys Meyer
Morris & Deborah Miller
Mark & Kristen Moran
Phillip & Joan Morem
Judy Morgan
Leslie & Joyce Morreim
Byron (Bill) & Jean Nelson
Kurt & Stephanie Nelson
Brent Nissly & Linda Anderson
David & Kathy Olson
Mike & Lisa Ostenson
Mark & Julie Owens
Dan & Sue Padrnos
Keith & Kimberly Pasket
Gerald & Elaine Pattison
Rick & Suzanne Pepin
Patricia Pomeroy
Betty & Roland Rasmussen
Margaret Redfield & James Utz
Bill Ribbel & Deborah Jacobs

Thank You!
IN MEMORY OF:
Bob Engen by: Toddy Campbell & Rick Cook
Lynn Ewing by Jerilyn Rogers
Tom McClintok by Kyle McClintok

Bill Ribbel & Joan Knaggs
Don & Patty Rodningen
Jerilyn Rogers
Tim Ronnebaum
Roof Company NA, Inc
Jerry & Gloria Rose
Phillip & Karen Saari
Don & Nancy Samuelson
Bradley & Janice Schultz
Terry & Lee Seipp
Tim & Chris Sheehan
Sherwood Forest Resort
Condominium Assn.
Jack & Lynn Shimota
Keith & Nini Sieck
Keith & Jackie Siemon
Chuck Skaugstad & Lawrence
Kazan
Allen Skogquist
Kevin & Vicki Smith
Keith & Molly Sorensen
Tom & Patty Steiger
John & Grace Steuri
Andrew & Dorothy Stewart
Robert & Loriese Stoll
Stoneridge on Gull
John & Linda Sumner
Bob & Rita Sundberg
Rey & Vicki Swanson
Gary & Nancy Tatge
John Tarbuck
The Chocolate Ox
Ed & Kate Thompson
Eric & Mark Utter
Joan Villella
Thomas & Barbara Votel
Karen Walker
Jack & Louise Warden
Vernon & Janet Westberg
Dr. Jan Whitman
Sue Winterstein
Kim & Karen Wood
Lee & Maureen Young
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James & Ginger Anderson, Gull
John Blough, Upper Gull
Michael & Mary Bonk
Joel & Denise Cleveland, Gull
Trent Dore, Gull
David Garske, Gull
Michael Hankey
John & Debra Hillstrom, Thor
Rodger Lundblad, Gull
Cynthia McGarvey & Mark Jordahl
Kevin & Kathleen Kosobud, Upper Gull
Blair & Janice Metwin
Phyllis Nyberg, Upper Gull
John & Cynthia Nelson, Upper Gull
Party Time Rental (Brad & Lori Kohorst)
Steven & Sandra Roth, Upper Gull
Nate & Deborah Thompson

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ACCOUNTING:
Personal & Business Financial Statements

Jim & Chirlyn Thorsfeldt, Love
Todd & Sue Amerman, Margaret
Barbara K. Anderson
Arnold S. Johnson Properties
Nancy & Timothy Dahl
Robert & Mary Dimke
Rosemary A. Johnson
Rosemary & Kurt Johnson
Janet & Michael Lampi, Gull
Vaughn & Rebecca Larson, Gull
Arlene Macko
Joan Mulherin, Upper Gull
John & Ginger Overbye, Roy
Linn Weeks, Gull
Donald Wiese
David Willis
Wilson Bay Associates, Gull

BEST PRICING
BEST SERVICE
BEST VALUE
218-824-8727

AUDITING:
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING:
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING:
Management & Computer Advisory Services

FINANCIAL PLANNING:

Baxter
Brainerd
Gull Lake
Lakeshore
Merrifield
Nisswa
North Long Lake
Pillager
Round Lake

Personal & Business Financial Planning

TAX SERVICES:
Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

Bruce Johnson, CPA • Chris Ford, CPA
Jacen Gondringer, CPA • Tad Johnson, CPA • Tom Teasck, CPA
Business Hwy 371 S
11610 Andrew St.
Brainerd, MN 56401

Nisswa Office
Kurilla Building #2
Nisswa, MN

218-963-3424

218-829-3501

www.brainerdCPA.com

866-602-8727 Toll Free
www.wastepartnersinc.com
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J Bonnett

Ice skating – T

Pileated – Dave Anderson

Sledding – Ja
y

Fifield

Do you have photos you’ve taken around the Gull Lake chain you’d like to share with
other members? We’re putting together a library of photos to be used in the GCOLA newsletter.
You will be given credit for any photos printed in the newsletter.
Photos can be sent to Rosemary Goff at togogt@charter.net.
All photos should be supplied at the highest resolution/largest size possible, thank you.
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IT’S ILLEGAL TO…
TRANSPORT aquatic plants, water, or prohibited invasive species (e.g., zebra mussels,Eurasian water milfoil).
DUMP

live bait into state waters, on the shore, or on the ground.

LAUNCH or attempt to place, watercraft or trailers with aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or prohibited
invasive species into any waters of the state.

IT’S THE LAW!
CLEAN visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited species off of watercraft, trailers, and
equipment before transporting from any water access.

DRAIN water from the boat’s bilge, livewell, motor, ballast tanks, and portable bait containers before transport
from water access site or shoreline property.

KEEP drain plug and water draining devices open while transporting watercraft.

THANK YOU….CASS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

25

You are all welcome to join us at our monthly Board of Directors meetings. We meet at Grand View Lodge on the
2nd Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. Upcoming meeting dates are: March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July
12, August 9, September 13. October 11, November 8 and December 13. We usually adjourn around 10:00 a.m.
ROW, L-R: Jay Chaney, John Ingleman, Chuck Herrig, Steve Allex, Bob Toborg, Uldis Birznieks,
Kevin Egan, Marv Meyer. FRONT ROW, L-R: Arla Johnson (retired), Rosemary Goff,
Linda Harrier and Sheila Johnson. NOT PICTURED: Bill Brekken or Robert Eliason

Come see what we do.

Mattson
C O M PA N Y
Hwy. 371 South, P.O. Box 149
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

3 MILES SOUTH OF NISSWA ON HWY 371

• FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY

“Quality Materials To Serve You Better”
We carry a full line of building materials for all your construction needs.
Marvin Windows ~ Acclimated Doors & more!

Mon.- Fri. 7am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - Noon

Phone: (218) 963-7470
Fax: (218) 963-7480
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The most important person in our company
is “you”, the customer. Thank you for
allowing us to continue the tradition
at Bradow Dock Service.
At Bradow Dock Service you have a company that has the experience
and commitment to excellence in everything we do. Installing or
removing waterfront equipment, canopy cleaning and storage, sales or
servicing your equipment, you can trust us to be on time and do the job
right the first time, at a fair price.

218.963.0431
requests@bradowdock.com

www.BradowDock.com
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Serving the entire Lakes Area
COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Certified Arborists • Tree Consultations
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Free Estimates
Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Mulch
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
www.mikestreecompany.com
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GULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION
2017 MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT
Dues for the lake association are $50 per year. They are payable anytime from January 1 – December 31. We are a 501(c)3
nonprofit corporation which means that all money donated by you over and above the $50 dues amount is tax deductible. If
you have not sent in your dues for this year, now is a great time to do so. Contributions above the $50 dues are greatly
appreciated. You can get membership forms on our website at: gcola.org. Dues can be sent to Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468
PLEASE USE THIS FORM: Please provide the information requested below and send with your 2017 dues to the address indicated. We have also provided a space for any additional contributions that you would like to make to the Invasive Species Fund.
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address: __________________________

Lake address: __________________________________

______________________________________

____________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________

Lake Phone: ____________________________________

Email address: __________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________________________

2017 dues:

$50.00

Additional donation designated to:
+ Invasive Species Fund ________
________
= Total Contribution:

+ Endowment Fund ________

+ Buoy Fund ________

+ Board Discretion

________

PLEASE JOIN THE
GULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION
Dues for the lake association are $50 per year. They are payable anytime from January 1 – December
31. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation which means that all money donated by you over and
above the $50 dues amount is tax deductible. If you have not sent in your dues for this year, it’s
not too late. Contributions above the $50 dues are greatly appreciated.
You can get membership forms on our website at: gcola.org.
Dues can be sent to Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468
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Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is allowed access to our Association member list
and only for the purpose of mailing our newsletter. They have issued the following confidentiality
policy.
We have a strict policy of confidentiality. We will not sell,
trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything
except mailing your newsletter. We understand fully that
you are the owner of the list and we simply have an
electronic copy on our system for your use. This policy is
not just for the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied
to all customers.

Creative
Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area
We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com
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PLEASE

CHECK OUT YOUR NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE:

GCOLA.ORG

RESIDENTIAL - PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING EXPERTS
$

1500 OFF Plumbing
Service Call
ONE COUPON PER SERVICE CALL

218.828.4337

Coupon must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/17.

$

1500 OFF Heating/Cooling
Service Call
ONE COUPON PER SERVICE CALL

218.828.4337
Professional Service on All Brands

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Sales • Service • Design • Installation
Geothermal Heat Pumps
In-Floor Heat • Sheet Metal • Indoor Air Quality
Preventative Maintenance • Plumbing

FREE ESTIMATES 218.828.4337
7674 COLLEGE RD, SUITE 115 BAXTER

www.scr-mn.com www.brainerdgeothermal.com

$

Coupon must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/17.

1500 OFF System Check

Home Heating/Cooling

ONE COUPON PER SERVICE CALL

218.828.4337

Coupon must be presented at time of clean & check.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/17.

What is the

carbon
monoxide
level
In Your Home?

We are
also your
plumbing
experts!

Serving the Entire Brainerd Lakes Area & Beyond!

