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I attended the annual Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) roundtable event “Minnesotans Working 
Together—The Key to Conservation Success”, which 
included over 400 participants from around the 
state. Every year, the DNR hosts The Roundtable, a 
gathering of stakeholders and conservation leaders 
to discuss fisheries, wildlife, ecological and water 
resource issues in Minnesota.

The Roundtable event was kicked off by Governor 
Walz on January 20 in Bloomington. This was a busy 
day starting at 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. offering 12 different 
topics ranging from Science-Based Decisions to 
Considering Climate Change in Water Management. 
There were 30-minute concurrent sessions including 
Q&A and group discussions, a closing Plenary from 
DNR leadership and evening Roundtable discussions 
regarding key issues. I helped facilitate a Roundtable 
discussion which included several DNR leaders in 
attendance as well as interested participants on 
issues regarding wake surfing.

I had the opportunity to meet DNR Commissioner 
Sarah Strommen, and several other DNR leaders 
throughout the day as well as Nick Phelps, Minnesota 
Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) 
Director. These informal meetings presented an 

opportunity to discuss two of our GCOLA legislative 
priorities: enhanced wake issues and Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS). In addition, important conversations 
took place with leaders from Whitefish Areas Propery 
Owner’s Association (WAPOA) and other lake 
associations and conservation groups.

This newsmagazine edition features a variety of 
important articles I encourage you to read including: 
“The Loon Lady” by Sheila Johnston, “Ask a Lake 
Steward” by Dorothy Whitmer and “Snowmobile 
Trails” by Jay Chaney. The timing is perfect to consider 
working as a volunteer for Robert Eliason’s citizen 
scientist project or as a loon volunteer with Sheila 
Johnston’s Loon Conservancy. Feel free to reach 
out to committee chairs to get further involved with 
these or other areas of interest you may have. Paid 
watercraft inspection positions will be available for the 
coming year. Finally, read about further details in this 
edition regarding the annual tree giveaway.

As always, thanks to our GCOLA members for all you 
do to continue to protect and conserve our water and 
land resources.

Steve

CHAIR’S MESSAGE Steve Frawley, GCOLA Chair
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WANTED: CITIZEN SCIENTISTS Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

Like many environmental scientific projects, the 
GCOLA water quality monitoring program depends 
on citizen scientists. In its ninth year, End-of-Dock 
citizen scientists will be collecting water samples from 
the end of their dock. Two sampling kits are mailed to 
each participant. Each kit contains a postage paid box 
in which the sample bottle is mailed to AW Research 
Laboratories for analysis. Participants collect one 
sample anytime in June and one sample anytime in 
August. More citizen scientists are wanted for this 
program. You can join the program by contacting 
Robert Eliason at gcola.endofdock@gmail.com. 
Please include your mailing address for the kits and 
your lake address for your sampling location.Citizen scientists-in-training

Photo by Lundberg/Batko Family

SNOWMOBILE TRAILS AND SAFETY Jay Chaney, 
Safety & Recreation Committee Chair

This year marks the 51st year that the “Lighted Trail” 
has been in place on Gull Lake. Over the years it has 
changed and expanded, but is there to instill the same 
confidence it did when it was first installed over a half 
century ago! The trail provides safe passage from 
the north end of Gull Lake at the Narrows access by 
Zorbaz, all the way to the south end of the lake at 
Cragun’s resort. There are also side trails off the main 
trail to Grand View Lodge, the Quarterdeck Resort, 

Hole-In-the-Day Bay and the Pillsbury Forest. The 
total length of the trail is over 15 miles, and it consists 
of 80 blinking LED lights placed approximately every 
quarter mile. The trail is especially useful during low 
light conditions, blowing snow, drifts, ice heaves, and 
thin ice. 

At the time I wrote this article, there have been six 
snowmobiling deaths this season in Minnesota. One 
particularly troubling incident took place on Ottertail 
Lake, where the adult victim went through thin ice, 
just a short distance from his Ottertail home when he 
and two others were caught in low light and snowy 
conditions and inadvertently traversed the thin ice 
near shore.

The trail is completely privately funded by many of the 
resorts and restaurants on Gull Lake and I’m proud to 
say that this year GCOLA has decided to contribute to 
the trails’ funding efforts.

As many of us are aware, snowmobiling is a wonderful 
pastime in our area and safety on the ice should 
always be top of mind, even for the most seasoned 
riders. I hope this article finds you enjoying all the 
things that our Minnesota winters have to offer and 
remember, boating season is right around the corner!

Photo by Jill Kinsley

OUR FAMILY PROUDLY SERVING MINNESOTA’S 10,000 LAKES 
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Sheila Johnston, Loon Conservancy Committee Chair

I have loved Gull Lake for as long as I can remember! 
As a young child my family vacationed at Grand 
View Lodge. I felt like my heart was breaking when 
that week at Gull Lake came to an end! When I was 
10 years old my family purchased a small seasonal 
cabin that was originally part of the old Almquist Bay 
Resort on Gull Lake. This was back in 1960s and 70s 
when the moms and kids spent 
entire summers at the lake and 
our dads came up for weekends 
and vacations. We went “up to 
the cabin” as soon as school 
was out, and we did not return 
to the city until Labor Day. It was 
heaven! Almost every cabin on 
the beach had kids of the same 
age, and friendships that have 
lasted a lifetime were formed 
during those idyllic summers 
at the lake. My future husband, 
Doug Johnston, was a Gull 
Lake Rocky Pointer, and we 
met when we were 15. Life took 
us in different directions, but 
we reconnected, and married 
in 2007. In 2014 we found our 
home in our favorite place in the 
world, and we are loving living 
every season of the year on 
Upper Gull.

I am an avid kayaker, and I am on the water from ice 
out to ice in observing and monitoring loons. Upper 
Gull has six mated pairs of loons, and during my 
paddles I have come to know several of them well. 
My passion for loon conservation was ignited in 2016 
when I found my favorite loon chick fatally injured by a 
boat strike the day after the Fourth of July. There are 
so many dangers threatening the survival of loons on 

our highly recreational chain of lakes… habitat loss, 
watercraft, fireworks, fishing line entanglement, and 
lead poisoning! I want to do the best I can to reduce 
the threats and help our loon population thrive! I am 
thankful to GCOLA for giving me the opportunity 
to lead the Loon Conservancy Committee and to 
partner with the MN DNR on the development and 

implementation of GCOLA’s 
Common Loon Friendly Lake 
Management Plan. I am also 
thankful to the many GCOLA 
volunteers for their help with 
the loon surveys and other loon 
conservancy activities! 

To further my knowledge 
of loons and promote loon 
conservancy efforts, I am a 
member of two North American 
scientific loon working groups, a 
member of Wildlife Rescue and 
Release, and I am a member of 
the Association of Cass County 
Lakes Board of Directors, for 
which I chair ACCL’s Loon 
Conservancy Committee. As 
a member of GCOLA’s Lake 
Steward Committee, I firmly 
believe lake stewardship 

and loon conservancy go hand in hand. When we 
protect our waters and preserve and restore natural 
shorelines, we are protecting loons!

The Loon Conservancy Committee has many different 
opportunities for loon loving volunteers. We hope you 
will join us! Contact me at sheilafjohnston@me.com 
with questions and to volunteer.

GCOLA PROFILE

Robert & Jennifer Daub – Gull
Jay & Margaret Hartman – Gull

Jeffrey Hillery – Nisswa
Gary & Roxanne Plombon

Thomas & Amy Porwoll – Nisswa
Bob Prim – Nisswa

Ernest & Joyce Samuelson – Roy

SHEILA JOHNSTON, AKA THE LOON LADY

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
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Providing the best in home entertainment, 
automation, and security systems

for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER
COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM    218-330-4140
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OUR TOP PRIORITIES AT A GLANCE

January 2023

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

•  Loon population surveys 
•  Loon-safe boating program 
•  Get the Lead Out (GTLO)
   loon-safe fishing

LOON CONSERVANCY

• 1050+ family & business members strong
• Exciting volunteer opportunities
• FUN! Annual Summer Gala Event

GET INVOLVED

• 110 navigational 
 buoys across the
 Gull Lake Chain
• Boat Safety classes 
   75+ kids per year
• Partner with local 
 sheriff departments

SAFETY & RECREATION

2024 BUDGETED PRIORITIES

$34,550$33,050

$33,100
$24,550

AIS Fight
Lake Buoys

Lake Steward/
Loon/

Environmental

Education/
Communication

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

• Advocate for lake issues
 with state legislators
• Interface with county
 and local governments
• Share with neighboring
 lake associations

• Water quality monitoring
• Light pollution education
• Education on improving 
   lake water quality

ENVIRONMENTAL

• Inspect 24 boat 
 launches for AIS
• Fund 3,300+ boat 
 inspections annually
• Financially support
 the U of M AIS
 Research Center

AQUATIC
INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS)

LAKE STEWARD

• Lake Steward recognition program
• Shoreland habitat protection and
  enhancement
• Tree giveaway

OUR PRIORITIES AT A GLANCE
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YOUR
HOME

DESIGNED
FOR
YOU.

N I S S W A   M I N N E S O T A

218.232.6031
northhouse-rd.com

5411 Lakers Lane
Suite 204
Nisswa, MN 56468

CUSTOM HOME PLANS
+

INTERIOR DESIGN

SERVING BRAINERD LAKES & THE TWIN CITIES
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GET INSPIRED
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• Loon Watcher Survey Program: This program 
includes the May/June Nest Survey, July Adult/
Chick Survey, End of August Juvenile Survey, and 
Full Season Loon Watchers. Full Season Loon 
Watchers record observations of loons throughout 
the summer. If possible, Full Season Loon 
Watchers also record observations in spring and 
fall so we can get a detailed picture of our loons’ 
behaviors and activities throughout their time on 
our lakes. Please sign up for the surveys that fit 
your schedule.

• Broken Fishing Line and Tackle Collectors: 
Volunteers are needed throughout the chain and 
can choose their own times to do this important 
job! While boating or paddling, volunteers search 
the shoreline and areas where aquatic plants grow 
for broken fishing line and lost fishing tackle that 
could entangle or hook loons and other water birds, 
collect it, and dispose of it properly. 

• Kiosk Sponsors: GCOLA has 4 information kiosks 
at the public accesses. Volunteers are needed 
to periodically check the kiosks at Government 
Point and Hole in the Day accesses and restock 
the brochure boxes during the summer. Please 
sponsor a kiosk near you!

• Kiosk Builders: Woodworkers are needed to build 
additional GCOLA information kiosks. Design plans 
will be provided. GCOLA will pay for the materials.

OUR LOONS NEED YOU! Sheila Johnston, Loon Conservancy Committee Chair

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE GCOLA LOON TEAM

Are you someone who anxiously awaits the return of “your” loons each spring? Do you thrill at the sound of 
loons yodeling and tremoloing from their territories throughout the night? Does it warm your heart to see two 
newly hatched chicks riding safely on their parent’s back? Yes? Then we have something for you!

The Minnesota DNR has approved GCOLA’s Common Loon Friendly Lake Management Plan and our 
participation in the Minnesota Loon Restoration Project. The objective of the plan is to work with the MN DNR 
and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to conserve the loon populations on the Gull Lake Chain. The plan’s 
activities will support loon reproduction and reduce human caused threats to loons. Volunteers are needed to 
help implement the plan, and there are many ways to help! 



•	 Monofilament	 Fishing	 Line	 Collection	 Bin	
Builders: GCOLA will be installing monofilament 
line fishing collection bins at Government Point 
fishing areas. Plans will be provided, and materials 
will be paid for by GCOLA.

• Get the Lead Out Event Hosts: Volunteers 
are needed to help with a GCOLA Get the Lead 
Out Tackle Exchange, pass out lead-free tackle 
samples, and share info on benefits of lead-free 
tackle.

To be part of GCOLA’s loon management plan 
implementation team, please email Sheila Johnston 
at sheilafjohnston@me.com. For loon surveys, please 
note the surveys you would like to participate in. For 
loon surveys and fishing line tackle collectors, please 
note your lake. For Gull Lake, please note your 
preferred survey area and fishing line/tackle collecting 
area. Survey dates will be determined after loons 
return.

12Gull Chain of lakes assoCiation • sprinG 2023

Photo by Sheila Farrell Johnston
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Volunteer .................................................. Activity
John & Joan Akin ............................................ EOD
Claudia Allene................................................. EOD
Dave Anderson ............................................... EOD
Patrick & Pamela Aydt .................................... EOD
Greg Beck....................................................... EOD
Steve Bergan .................................................. EOD
Loraine Birskovich .......................................... EOD
Uldis & Pat Birznieks ...................................... EOD
Darryl & Nancy Briley ..................................... EOD
Sara Campbell ................................................ EOD
Mike Chase..................................................... EOD
Laura Cook ..................................................... EOD
Daniel & April Cranston .................................. EOD
Kevin Dens ..................................................... EOD
Kris & Chuck Driessen.......................................... T
Jane and Gary Edwards ................................. EOD
Bob and Laura Eng......................................... EOD
Chip Foster ..................................................... EOD
David Foster ................................................... EOD
Mark & Kris Fraune......................................... EOD
Kenneth Fricke ............................................... EOD
Sue & Larry Friedrichs .................................... EOD
Lucinda Gardner ............................................. EOD
Joe & Shannon Glenn .................................... EOD
Rosemary Goff ............................................... EOD
Troy Gustafson ............................................... EOD
Marty & Janice Halvorson............................... EOD
Linda Harrier ................................................... EOD
Alice Harris ..................................................... EOD
Julie Hepburn ................................................. EOD
Lise & Dan Herren .......................................... EOD
Julie Holmstrom .............................................. EOD
Anne Holub ..................................................... EOD
Kurt Hunstinger............................................... EOD
Dan Janochoski .............................................. EOD

Volunteer .................................................. Activity
Arla Johnson................................................... EOD
Jayme & Michelle Klecker .............................. EOD
Darrell & Jane Kolden..................................... EOD
Molly Krakowski .............................................. EOD
Tina Lahti ........................................................ EOD
Judy & Bill LaTour ........................................... EOD
David Levine ................................................... EOD
David Levine ................................................... EOD
Barb Lindenmayer .......................................... EOD
Kathy Lundberg .............................................. EOD
Beverly Marx................................................... EOD
Kyle McClintick ............................................... EOD
Shelley McDonald........................................... EOD
Lynne Miller .................................................... EOD
Dave Misukanis .............................................. EOD
Heather Mullane ............................................. EOD
Catherine Munsch .......................................... EOD
William & Kathryn Murtha ............................... EOD
Steve & Sue Peterson .................................... EOD
Jack & Katherine Plummer ............................. EOD
Gordon & Judy Pryor ...................................... EOD
Gloria & Jerry Rose ........................................ EOD
Gene Roth ...................................................... EOD
Gerald & Carol Rupp ...................................... EOD
Kip and Cindy Sandoz .................................... EOD
Jeff & Karen Sell ............................................. EOD
Kevin & Vicki Smith ........................................ EOD
George Sommerfeld ....................................... EOD
Tom & Patty Steiger ........................................ EOD
Deb Thuringer ................................................. EOD
Bob Toberg ..................................................... EOD
Barbara Zapffe Vielma .................................... EOD
Dorothy Whitmer................................................... T
John & Jane Witmer ....................................... EOD
Jim and Mary Woll .......................................... EOD

Legend: EOD – End-of-dock water survey  •  T – Tree giveaway
Our tree giveaway and end-of-dock water survey volunteers were missed in our Winter, 2022 issue.

Sorry if we inadvertently missed you. 
Please contact us at info@gcola.org with details.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
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Mattson

COMPANY

3 MILES SOUTH OF NISSWA ON HWY 371
• FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY

“Quality Materials To Serve You Better”

Hwy. 371 South, P.O. Box 149
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

We carry a full line of building materials for all your construction needs.  
Marvin Windows ~ Acclimated Doors & more!

Mon.- Fri. 7am -5pm Phone: (218) 963-7470
Fax: (218) 963-7480

Dr. Jackie McCall
7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425

218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937

“our focus is on you”

midwestfamilyeyecenter.com

Let’s go explore the world together!

Small Group Travel - 16 People Maximum
Claudia Allene, Independent Vacation Specialist

 

claudiaaroundtheworld@gmail.com
ClaudiaAroundTheWorld.com

WORLD ENTERPRISE LLC 

Claudia Around The World Tours
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March at a Glance: Some black bears leave their 
dens to walk around, stretch their legs and then go 
back to sleep. Other bears leave dens for good. 
Bears emerge skinny, groggy and thirsty and soon go 
looking for roughage. Newborn black bear cubs keep 
growing in their dens. Yearlings that denned up with 
mom last fall celebrate their first birthday. Bears get 
new “shoes.”

Resetting The Bear Snooze Alarm
Hibernating bears may temporarily leave their dens 
and do a short walk-about before curling up and going 
back to sleep. Bedding in the den might be several 
inches of grasses, moss, leaves, pine needles and 
tree branches.

Some Black Bears Leave Dens for Good
In March, many full-grown male bears begin to emerge 
from their winter dens. Bears that denned up in poor 
condition and survived the winter may also leave their 
dens. Why would a bear den up in poor condition? 
It might be injured, or a freeze or wildfire damaged 
acorns and berries and made it tough to pack on the 
pounds needed to stay healthy all winter.

Bears Are Skinnier, Groggy and Thirsty
Since bears can lose more than thirty percent of their 
body weight over their long winter’s fast, you’d think 
they’d make a beeline for the nearest food source. But 
most bears emerge drowsy and lethargic and spend 
their first few days drinking lots of water, eating snow 
if there is no water available and cleaning out their 
systems before starting to prowl around searching for 
food. It’s not uncommon for bears to continue to lose 
weight the first few weeks they are back out into the 
world.

Bears will soon be nibbling on plants that provide 
some roughage and help clear their kidneys and 
digestive system (what people think of as fiber, and 
for the same reason). Bears eat lightly at first and 
look for old berries, rose hips and acorns along with 
winterkill carcasses. Eventually bears will go in search 
of more substantial meals, so now is a good time to 
make sure anything around your home and property 
that could possibly attract a hungry bear is stored out 
of sight, smell, and reach. Go to https://bearwise.org/
six-bearwise-basics/ to how to BearWise at home. 

Black Bear Cubs Are on The Grow
By six weeks old bear cubs have more than doubled 
their birth weight and weigh about two pounds. Black 
bear cubs’ bright blue eyes open (they’ll turn brown 
later) and their sharp little teeth and claws emerge. 
Cubs may begin to crawl around a bit inside the 
den. Fun fact: both eyes don’t always open at the 
same time.

Yearlings Celebrate Their First Birthday with Mom
Most bear cubs born last spring denned up with their 
moms. A mother bear and two or three half-grown cubs 
can make for a snug fit inside a den, but everyone 
stays warm. No birthday treats though; yearlings must 
live off their fat reserves just like adult bears. Black 
bear families will stay together until the end of May 
or early June when cubs will strike off on their own. 
Grizzly bear cubs typically stay with their moms for 
two or three winters.

Bears Get New Shoes
A bear’s thick paw pads often slough off over the winter 
(think of a really good pedicure) and get replaced with 
nice new ones. All bears have relatively flat feet and 
tend to be a bit pigeon-toed. Their paw pads are tough 
and get quite a workout when bears are active, so no 
wonder they need new “shoes” from time to time.

Cubs in the den.
Photo by Colleen Olfenbuttel, 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

WHAT BEARS DO IN MARCH Courtesy of BearWise® • www.BearWise.org



You can find a list of over 
150 lead free tackle manufacturers at 

www.bit.ly/GTLO_LeadFreeList

Pass on your love of 
fishing	and	your	wisdom!

Teach children to use 
lead free tackle to protect 
themselves, loons, and 

other wildlife from lead toxicity.
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GET THE LEAD OUT

All work performed by owners Jeff & Tracy 
Swenson with over 24 years experience.

Serving Crow Wing, Aitkin, Morrison, Todd, 
N. Mille Lacs and Southern Cass Counties   

chemdryofthelakes.com
Cdofthelakes@midco.net

Independently Owned & Operated

(218) 828-4320

Chem Dry 
of the Lakes 3 Years in a Row!

• Carpet & Upholstery
• Hardwood Floor Cleaning
• Granite Countertop Renewal
• Tile & Grout Cleaning

• Most carpets dry in 1-2 hours, NOT DAYS!!!

• NO soapy residue left over to re-attract dirt

• Safe and non toxic hypo allergenic

• Carpets stay cleaner longer

• Pet and odor specialists
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Steve Frawley, 
Government Relations Committee Chair

Election Results
I reported in the winter edition of the GCOLA 
newsmagazine that there would be upcoming 
elections in both the Minnesota House and Senate. 
Since this update, there have been a number of 
people elected in critical Conservation related 
positions. Key among these is Senator Foung Hawj 
from St Paul who serves as chairman of the Senate 
Legacy and Natural Resources Committee. He will be 
responsible for funding hundreds of millions of dollars 
in annual spending for fish, wildlife, clean water, parks, 
wetlands and other related areas. In the Senate, he’ll 
work closely with colleague Senator Nick Frentz of 
Mankato. 

Senator Hawj shares several legislative goals 
with House Representative, Rick Hansen from St 
Paul who heads up the Environment and Natural 
Resources Finance and Policy Committee. The two 
committee chairmen have already agreed to push for 
early passage of the Legislative Citizen Commission 
on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) environmental 
spending bill crafted by citizens and legislators to 
prioritize spending of state lottery funds held in an 
environmental trust.

Closer to home, newly elected officials and their 
committee assignments include: 
• Senator Justin Eichorn-Grand Rapids (district 6) 

Environment, Climate and Legacy
• Representative Krista Knudsen-Lake Shore 

(district 5A) Education, Finance; Educational 
Policy

• Representative Josh Heintzeman-Nisswa (district 
6B) Environmental and Natural Resources Finance 
and Policy

2023 Legislative Priorities
I’m also pleased to report that the GCOLA board has 
approved our 2023 Legislative priority items which 
include the following:
1. Consider legislation (distance from shore, depth. 

etc.) for watercraft creating enhanced wakes that 
are a safety issue, cause shoreline erosion and 
sub-surface ecological damage.

2. Provide sustained funding to Minnesota Aquatic 
Research Center (MAISRC) for finding solutions 
to eradicate zebra mussels, starry stonewort, and 
other aquatic invasive species (AIS).

3. Maintain/increase current funding level to counties 
to prevent the spread of new or existing AIS.

4. Support efforts to limit encroachment by land 
developers on marginal (sensitive shoreline or 
wetlands) lakeshore property.

The Government Relations Committee is making plans 
to speak with key legislators to share our Legislative 
Priorities (above) and solicit their feedback, while 
focusing our efforts on conserving and protecting our 
water and land resources.

DNR Roundtable Session
Finally, as referenced in the Chair’s Message, during 
the DNR Roundtable Session I had the opportunity to 
briefly discuss priority #1 dealing with enhanced wake 
issues with DNR Commissioner Sarah Strommen and 
other DNR leaders. Priority #2, funding for MAISRC, 
was also discussed with Nick Phelps, Director of 
MAISRC during the DNR Roundtable event.

Steve Frawley and Sarah Strommen
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PROUDLY SERVING THE LAKES AREA 
SINCE 1993 

WWW.BRADOWDOCK.COM 

218.963.0431 

• INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 

• EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 

• DOCK CLEANING 

• DOCK AND LIFT SALES 

• CANOPY CLEANING AND STORAGE 

• CANOPY SALES AND REPAIR 

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 

BRADOW DOCK 
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TREE GIVEAWAY

PLANT	FREE	NATIVE	TREE	SEEDLINGS	TO	PROTECT	OUR	LAKES!
(And:	Get	The	Lead	Out,	Bring	us	Your	Lead	Sinkers!)

SATURDAY, MAY 13
9:30 AM – 12 Noon

Sunshine’s Summerhouse (Parking lot)
2008 Hill Dr, Fairview Township

White Spruce

Bur Oak and Jack Pine
American Mountain Ash

White Pine
Red Pine

Paper birch
Ninebark	(shrub)

Resistant to Deer!

Best for Wildlife

Our featured tree this year is the Jack Pine, an often- overlooked pine that once filled the Brainerd Lakes area. 
Jack Pines offer unique benefits: they can grow in nutrient-poor soil, reseed after forest fires, and provide food 
and habitat for a wide variety of wildlife.

Bonus:	Protect	Loons!	Bring	Your	Lead	Sinkers
(ONLY	ONE	WILL	KILL	A	LOON	IF	SWALLOWED)

And we will exchange it for lead-free tackle samples, while supplies last!
Our	thanks	to	Kris	Driessen	for	heading	this	event!

Creative
Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design,
 offset printing, digital printing, 

bindery and mailing professionals. 

We want to be your printer. 
Please contact us.

 218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401

www.lakesprinting.com
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ADOPT-A-BUOY

GULL LAKE

LOVE LAKE

LAKE MARGARET

ROY LAKE

NISSWA LAKE

BASS
LAKE

SPIDER
LAKE

UPPER GULL LAKE

Schaefers Point

Dutchmans
BluffGrassy

Point

Rock Pile

Rocky Point

Sandy Point

Wienzel Point

Bullhead
Bay

Booming
Out Bay

Ahlmquist
Bay Hole-in-the-Day

Bay

Holman
Point

Gull Point

Clumps
PointHunters Point

Van Sickle
Bay

Government Point

Floans Point

Birch Island

Steamboat
Bay

Mission
Point

Wilson
Bay

Crane
Island

Pike Bay

LEGEND

Red Number: Buoy is adopted

Black Number: Buoy is reserved & waiting for 
payment

Green Number: Buoy is available for adoption 
with a one time-payment of $500 for five 
years. Contact jaymeklecker3@aim.com for 
more information.
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ASK A LAKE STEWARD Dorothy Whitmer, 
Lake Steward Committee Chair

HAVE	FUN	AT	THE	LAKE	WHILE	PROTECTING	OUR	WATERS!

How Will You Protect The Lakes While Having Fun?
Take the Quiz to find out! Scan the QR code. 
Do it now, and you could be a Lake Steward by 2023.
Or go to gcola.org, then click Lake Steward.

Become a GCOLA Lake Steward and make the Gull 
Lake Chain water quality sustainable as your legacy.

How do these Lake Stewards do it? 
Dorothy Whitmer, Gull Lake 

(Randy Johnson photographer)

When you stop lawn fertilizer and pesticides, you reduce nutrient pollution of our lakes and save hundreds 
of dollars per year. You protect pollinators and provide food for baby birds, who must eat insects. Plus, your 
lawn will be an endless source of fascination for grandchildren!

They let milkweed grow 
along	their	beach!

They	let	clover	grow	in	their	lawn!	
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Jay Chaney, 
Safety & Recreation Committee Chair

Once again, this summer GCOLA will offer youth 
boating safety classes in conjunction with the Crow 
Wing and Cass County Sheriff’s departments. We 
will offer three classes on three different dates. Last 
summer the classes were early to mid-June. We will 
plan on similar times this year, although we are not 
able to publish dates until we ascertain availability of 
the location. In prior years, the Gull Lake Yacht Club 
has a been very generous in allowing the classes to 
be held there, but they will once again have a busy 
summer at their facility. Updates as to specific dates 
and locations will be available on the GCOLA website 
as well as the GCOLA Facebook page. We will also 
send out an email update to our members. Updates 
should be available in May if not sooner.

Each class will be capped at 25 students, age 12 to 
17 and the classes will qualify students to receive 

the necessary permit to operate a motorized boat 
over 25 hp. Students will get a hands-on experience 
as well, upon completion of the written course work 
during class. Pizza will be provided to all attendees, 
generously donated by Zorbaz on Gull. In addition, 
each attendee will receive a life jacket to take home, 
courtesy of GCOLA.

When specifics become available, Mary Kay Larson 
will reserve a spot for the date of your choice. She 
can be reached at 218-831-5656. This is a great 
opportunity for the youth in your family to receive 
the necessary foundation to become a safe and 
courteous boater for years to come! The classes are 
on a first come basis, and in the likely event that they 
fill, the state of Minnesota offers an online course. 
Unlike our course however, there is a fee, no hands-
on experience, no life jacket and no Zorbaz pizza!

BOAT SAFETY CLASSES

Photo by Eric Utter
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LAKE STEWARD FUNDING AVAILABLE Dorothy Whitmer, 
Lake Steward Committee Chair

FOR SHORELINES TO PROTECT OUR LAKES

Cost-Share Funding is available from Lake Steward for GCOLA members, and we 
facilitate funding from Cass and Crow Wing Counties. Take the Quiz to get started! 
Just scan the QR code. Or email Dorothy Whitmer at lakesteward@gcola.org. 

Remember: you do not need to do a shoreline project to earn the Lake Steward Award. 
Take the first step and just quit mowing! See more at gcola.org, then Lake Steward.

Nutrient runoff into lakes causes algae blooms. 
Fertilizers and pesticides are not hospitable for baby 
birds and pollinators.

Buffer zone of native plants and seeds installed 
September 2019 protects water quality and habitat. 
Nesting birds and pollinators thrive! There is still 
plenty of lawn for playing, and the ball no longer rolls 
into the lake!

Change Your Lakeshore from This …to	This!

Neat and Tidy (Photo 2018) Wild and Free (Photo 2022)
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LARGEST CHARITABLE ICE FISHING TOURNAMENT

Once again the Brainerd Jaycees orchestrated one 
of the most unique outdoor gatherings. The depth of 
ice is always a gamble, the temperatures can vary 
greatly but what doesn’t change is the enthusiasm of 
the participants and volunteers. 

Where else but Minnesota can you find 12,000 plus 
anglers standing, without shelter, in well below zero 
temperatures. It is a crazy mix of snowmobile and 
hunting clothing. Everyone has their own personal 
equipment and tactics to make each fishing hole 
perfect for their needs. The thing that outsiders can’t 
comprehend is the genuine fun and comraderie the 
anglers share with each other. The field is 20,000 

holes drilled roughly 10 feet apart. Many fish with 
friends and occupy groups of holes closely located. 
Ten feet away will be a stranger at the start, but by the 
end of the tournament many laughs and stories are 
shared. I just can’t overstate the optimism and friendly 
conversations shared amongst participants. It really is 
a great slice of America, people battling adversity of 
elements and enjoying an amazing experience that 
many can’t understand unless you are there. 

This huge task could not be possible without hundreds 
of volunteers working thousands of hours. Every 
branch of local EMT, fire and police are there protecting 
and providing. Churches, Scouts and just about 
every local group, pitch in and help with individual 
tasks. GCOLA once again helped with the transition 
of those with physical needs off the buses and onto 
transportation to center ice. We had the pleasure 
of assisting 12 or so busloads of avid anglers with 
their fishing gear. If you think it is tough to endure this 
event, imagine trying it blind or with severe mobility 
issues. Yet here again, the joy and anticipation of a 
great day were the dominant conversations.

At the end of the 3-hour event, numerous prizes are 
awarded with the first place fisherman given the choice 
of a Ford or GMC truck. This year, a 13 year old boy 

Jennie and Jim Ward family

Photo by Dan Simons
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Dan Simons, Fisheries Committee Chair

landed a 9+ pound Walleye to take first place, and 
now must wait two years for his learner’s permit. His 
smile was awesome but so were thousands of others 
gathered around this highly successful charity event. 
According to the tournament website 21 walleye, 
three northern pike, 82 tullibee (cisco), and 44 yellow 
perch made it onto the event leaderboard. In total, 
768 fish, ranging in weight from a 0.03 pound yellow 
perch to a 9.45 pound walleye, were registered during 
the event. Of the fish that were opportunistically 
measured by DNR fisheries staff, walleye ranged in 
length from approximately 8 to 29.5 inches, tullibee 
(cisco) ranged in length from approximately 12 to 15 
inches, and yellow perch ranged in length from 3 to 
12 inches.

We should be proud of our community and share this 
story with as many people as possible. It is a testament 
to the people of the area and our willingness to help 
each other out and have a great time doing it!

Photo by Dan Simons

SAVE THE DATE
11TH ANNUAL GALA

Sunday, August 6  |  Grand View Lodge

Silent auction, dinner 
&	raffle	to	be	announced.

Look for details at  WWW.GCOLA.ORG.
Contact Jane Edwards at jedwards3718@gmail.com	if	you	are	interested	in	sponsoring	this	event!	

Speaker is Dr. Nick Phelps, 
Director of the Minnesota 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
(AIS)	Research	Center	
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The year 2022 was a good year financially for GCOLA. 
Income of $186.7K is the highest ever for GCOLA, 
besting 2021 actuals of $174.6K, which previously 
had been the highest. The net income of +$40.2K 
beat the budgeted net income by over $60K. Overall, 
just an excellent year.

On the 2022 income side, donations (exclusive of 
Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund donations) 
totaled $74.3K, an all-time high!! Thank you to all our 
members for your generosity and contributing to our 
mission to restore and preserve our Gull Lake Chain!! 
The grant income total of $18.5K was the highest ever 
with the bulk ($15.6K) coming from Cass County for 
our AIS inspections and prevention at $15.6K. Thank 

you to the excellent partnership with Cass County and 
AIS Coordinator Dana Gutzmann for providing this 
funding.

On the 2022 expense side, total expenses of $146.5K 
were 20% below budget, yet are the most we have 
ever expensed for our mission goals. We added 
several new projects and initiatives in 2022 and are 
excited that we have the funds to pursue those GCOLA 
mission-oriented projects. Our Environmental/AIS/
Lake Steward/Loon Conservancy area came in 
$25.3K under budget yet did increase $10.4K over 
2021, so we are headed in the right direction. Our 
new Lake Steward Committee (Dorothy Whitmer – 
Chair) and Loon Conservancy Committee (Sheila 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY AND BUDGET

Many members have escaped to warmer climates, tax season has started, the Brainerd Jaycees Ice Fishing 
Extravaganza occurred, the Vikings are out of the playoffs and what else? It’s that time of year to provide you, 
our valuable members, a review of how GCOLA did financially in 2022 and a look forward on what is planned 
for 2023. The figure below shows the financial data for 2022 and the budget for 2023 with the $ and % for each 
major category.

IT’S MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS

     2022 BUDGET  2022 ACTUALS   2023 BUDGET
	 	 	 $	(K)	 %	 	 $	(K)	 %	 	 $	(K)	 %
 INCOME
DUES   53.0 32%  50.7 27%  53.0 33%
DONATIONS   45.0 28%  74.3 40%  45.0 28%
GALA   49.5 30%  42.2 23%  43.5 27%
GRANTS*/OTHER  15.6 10%  19.5 10%  17.0 11%
INCOME TOTALS  163.1   186.7   158.5 

 EXPENSES
ENVIRON/AIS/LOONS/LAKE STEWARD  65.8 36%  40.5 28%  68.0 39%
BUOY SYSTEM/SAFETY  34.9 19%  40.1 27%  37.9 22%
GALA   34.6 19%  18.1 12%  21.8 12%
ADMINISTRATION  20.2 11%  22.2 15%  21.4 12%
COMMUNICATIONS/GOVT RELATIONS/ 
MEMBERSHIP/FISHERIES/MISC  28.6 16%  25.6 17%  25.9 15%
EXPENSES TOTALS  184.1   146.5   174.9

NET	INCOME	(LOSS)	 	 (21.0)	 	 	 40.2	 	 	 -16.4
*Note 1 - Does not include cost of Watercraft Inspections directly paid by counties to inspectors
PRESERVATION ENDOWMENT FUND - IN     11.8
PRESERVATION ENDOWMENT FUND - TOTAL     406.6

AIS CONTINGENCY FUND - IN     25.0
AIS CONTINGENCY FUND - TOTAL     252.1
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Johnston – Chair) have initiated several exciting new 
projects. The AIS Committee is now chaired by Tim 
Thoele, who joined our Board in 2022. Tim has taken 
the bull by the horns regarding AIS and has rapidly 
come up to speed. The AIS Committee is a very key 
committee for GCOLA and is fortunate to have Tim 
lead this committee. Tim also is a valuable member 
of our Finance and Audit Committee. As noted last 
year, the 2022 Gala Committee had just a little over 
two months to plan that great event, versus the seven 
months normally used for the planning. Even with that 
short planning window, the 2022 Gala net income of 
$25.6K (when adjusted for timing of payments) was a 
major contributor to a positive net income. 

Per recommendation from the Finance and Audit 
Committee, the 2023 budget has been approved by 
the Board with a net income of -$16.4K as shown 
in the far-right column of the figure. The Board of 
Directors is comfortable with this loss for 2023 as 
we have a healthy balance in our operating accounts 
and we have bettered our budgeted net income 
versus actual net income each year since 2015 by 
an average of +$31.5K. In 2022, we bettered our 
budgeted net income by $61.2K. The Board accepted 
the Finance and Audit Committee recommendation 
for a conservative approach for 2023 income and 
accepted the committee recommendations (with 
minor modifications) for 2023 expenses. Highlights of 
the 2023 budget include the following:
 • Membership is budgeted for an increase of about 
50 new members pushing membership well above the 
1000 membership hurdle which we crossed a couple 
of years ago.
• Donations are conservatively budgeted at the 

same level as in 2022 yet we are hoping for similar, 
very positive responses as we had in 2022. 

• Gala income is budgeted slightly higher than 2022 
actuals given we will have more time for ticket/
raffle sales and silent auction solicitations.

• For 2023, the Environmental/AIS/Loon 
Conservancy/Lake Steward committees continue 
as the major benefactor of funding with 39% of 
budgeted expense, which is the highest % for 
any area since we started formal budgeting back 
in 2012. These committees are a top priority for 
GCOLA and will be working to use those funds in 
the most effective manner possible. We also have 
allocated $10K for the shoreland habitat projects 
(50/50 cost share grants to GCOLA members) and 

would really like to see those funds used by our 
members.

• The buoy system will continue to be a major 
expense item at 19% of the Expense budget. The 
need to replace buoys continues at a high level 
and we are installing more lighted buoys. In 2022 
and continuing in 2023 as a result of generous 
donations, we are able to purchase and stockpile 
new buoys for quick replacement of damaged or 
aging buoys. It is a very complex system to maintain 
and provides boating safety for thousands of lake 
users each summer. Thank you to Jay Chaney for 
his excellent leadership for this important project.

In 2022, since we had an excellent financial year, the 
Board approved a transfer of $25K from our operating 
account to the AIS Contingency Fund. That fund now 
totals $252.1K for immediate use if needed for any 
new AIS that invades our Gull Lake Chain.

The Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund 
received $11.8K from our members in 2022 with the 
fund totaling $406.6K at the end of 2022. The fund, 
managed by the Initiative Foundation, had a net 
reduction in value of $61K from 2021, even with the 
2022 donations, due to the poor overall performance 
of the stock market in 2022. The Finance and Audit 
Committee is investigating several investment options 
to achieve a more conservative, more flexible asset 
mix. Thank you for your generous contributions!!

There have been a lot of numbers thrown at you in this 
article, yet you need to know that GCOLA is recognized 
state-wide as an exemplary lake association for our 
excellent newsmagazine, our government relations 
and legislative work, exciting new projects such as 
loon conservancy and the lake steward program, our 
fun-filled Gala, our AIS prevention efforts working with 
city and county officials, our best-in-class navigational 
buoy system and our active and financial support of 
Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates, MN Coalition 
of Lake Associations and Minnesota AIS Research 
Center. All of this is possible only because of you, our 
active, supportive, and generous GCOLA members. 
Thank you!!

Bottom line – it is great to be able to say again that 
GCOLA is in a sound financial position, and we will 
work to make sure that it continues in 2023. 

Uldis Birznieks, Finance Committee Chair



WHAT WE DO

YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WORKING FOR YOU
Aquatic	Invasive	Species	Committee	(AIS)
• Coordinates with the City of Lake Shore Police Department 

to provide watercraft inspections for invasive species at the 
County Road 77 boat landing.

• Conducts two inspections at 24 locations to look for AIS.
• Donates annually to the University of Minnesota Aquatic 

Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) for zebra mussel 
research.

• Fulfills AIS prevention needs including establishing a boat 
power wash station at the Gull Lake Recreation Area public 
access ramp managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Communications Committee
• Maintains a website (www.gcola.org), a member group email 

service and a Facebook page (@GullLakeChain) to provide 
timely communication.

• Issues four newsmagazines per year to keep members 
informed about association programs and important issues 
affecting the Gull Lake Chain.

Environmental Committee
• Monitors water quality of our lakes and stream inlets through 

quantitative chemical analysis. Samples are collected by 
GCOLA volunteers and analysis completed by a licensed 
environmental laboratory.

• Measures water quality during the summer by secchi disk 
readings taken by GCOLA volunteers.

• Promotes star gazing and northern lights viewing through 
educational initiatives on light pollution.

Finance/Audit Committee
• Oversees the Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund and 

AIS Contingency Fund which provides long term funding for 
stewardship activities.

• Manages and provides oversight of finances and audit  process.

Fisheries Committee
• Attends annual Avid Angler discussion led by DNR and local 

fishing guides and outdoor media.
• Stays informed on fishery-related research from the University 

of Minnesota AIS Research Center.

Gala Committee
• Plans and executes annual fundraising Gala, including silent 

auction, trip raffle, and event sponsorship.

Government Relations Committee
• Works with state legislators the DNR, state agencies and local 

government units on lake issues and concerns.

Lake Steward Committee
• Invites all lakeshore owners to Take the Quiz and receive the 

Lake Steward Award for managing shoreland to protect lake 
water quality and habitat.

• Provides funding for approved shoreland naturalization 
projects.

• Conducts a Tree Giveaway each spring to promote 
naturalization of shoreland to protect water quality.

Loon Conservancy Committee
• Conducts a yearly loon count in the spring and late summer.
• Educates boaters on loon-safe boating practices.
• Promotes the Get the Lead Out loon safe-fishing program.
• Supports loon reproduction activities including loon nesting 

platforms.

Membership Committee
• Conducts membership development programs to recruit and 

retain individual, family, and business memberships.

Safety & Recreation Committee
• Purchases, installs, and maintains one of the premier 

navigational buoy systems (90 buoys) in the State of Minnesota. 
We also install 20 no wake enforcement buoys for the sheriff ’s 
department.

• Provides free maps, with boating rules and regulation, at three 
public landings.

• Partners with Cass and Crow Wing County sheriffs to provide 
free boat safety training for approximately 75 youth per year.

• Works with county sheriffs on safety and enforcement issues 
including donations for night vision equipment, a range finder, 
and life jackets.

Photo by Chuck Driessen
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Baratto Bros
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BENEFITS OF DARK SKIES

Being able to see the Big Dipper clearly in the summer, 
Orion in the winter, the Perseid meteor shower in 
August and the Geminids in December are awe-
inspiring events. All are made clearer by dark skies 
with minimal artificial light pollution. These sights give 
many people a sense of tranquility and a connection to 
the natural world. But the tangible benefits of reduced 
artificial light at night to humans, animals and plant life 
are not limited to our enjoyment.

For humans, ambient light at night, both inside and 
outside our home, can affect our natural circadian 
rhythms. Our circadian rhythm is the internal “clock” 
that regulates various physiological processes, 
including sleep-wake cycles, hormone production 
and metabolism. Darkness, and the sleep that usually 
comes with it, allows our bodies to produce melatonin, 
cortisol, and thyroid hormones. An insufficient amount 
of these hormones is linked to various chronic 
health conditions, including sleep disorders, obesity, 

diabetes, thyroid disease, anxiety, stress, and 
depression. In an unfortunate irony, our move to LED 
lighting for energy efficiency reasons may exacerbate 
the effects of nighttime artificial lighting as our bodies 
are especially sensitive to blue light.

Various animal species’ survival relies on the darkness 
of night for their ability to navigate, hunt, communicate 
and know when to reproduce. Starlight and moonlight 
provide migratory animals with visual clues to orient 
themselves, especially important for animals that 
travel large distances in their annual migration. 
Darkness allows owls, coyotes, foxes, and wolves 
to use their enhanced night vision to both find prey 
and avoid detection. Some early studies posited that 
bats may be helped by outdoor lighting as insects that 
flocked to the lights were considered “easy pickings”. 
More recent studies however indicate that as bats 
eyes are developed for low light they may (like us) be 
blinded by those bright lights and unable to feast on 
the bountiful swarms. The seasonal balance of night 
and day informs birds, amphibians, and fish when to 
start building nests, initiate mating rituals and begin 
spawning, respectively. Insects such as fireflies and 
moths emit light signals to attract females for mating; 
the effectiveness of which is reduced by excess 
artificial lighting. 

While plants require light (either natural sunlight or 
artificial) to grow and trigger photosynthesis, there 
can be too much of a good thing. Excessive artificial 
light at night can disrupt the process of photosynthesis 
by reducing the duration of nighttime darkness; 
increasing the intensity of nighttime light and emitting 
light in different wavelengths than natural starlight and 
moonlight. Many species of plants require periods of 
uninterrupted darkness at night to bloom. Many plants 
(just like us!) can become stressed without the natural 
darkness at night which allows them to rest and store 
the energy needed for daytime growth, reducing the 
beauty of our flowerbeds and the production yield of 
our crop fields.

Outdoor lighting is a necessity in most places in our 
world, but to prevent the impacts of excessive artificial 
lighting, changes are needed to how and where we use 
artificial lights. More to come on small adjustments we 
can make to reduce the effects to humans, animals, 
and plants.

Photo by Catherine Munsch
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Catherine Munsch, Environmental Committee Member

WHAT CAN WE DO?
Remove lake weeds! • Shoreline Cleanup • Hazardous Object Removal (sticks, rocks, zebra mussel buildup) 

OUR PROCESS IS...
Instantaneous • Extremely effective • Eco-Friendly (no chemicals)

DNR Certified • Cost Friendly.  We are not cheap, but we are low cost

WE GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
In our off season we run a certified 501c3 non-profit called Ardent Outdoor Group.  ArdentOutdoorGroup.com

Owner • Matt Wilkie
Phone Number • (218) 270-2714

BLA Regional Manager • Jake Legato

ESTABLISHED IN 2014 
Office Location:

21735 County Rd. 3, Merrifield, MN. 56465

Big Dipper

Little Dipper

Polaris
(North Star)
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EAGLES	($5,000+)
Amy L Scott Family Foundation
Jennie & Jim Ward

OSPREYS	($1,000-$4,999)
Mary Ann & Looe Baker III
Brainerd Jaycees
Thomas Burich
Mike & Sandy Luker
Tom Spicola
Jim & Mary Woll

LOONS	($500-$999)
Randy & Emily Bauernfeind
Vincent & Martha Driessen
Jane & Gary Edwards
Ryan Gran 

In memory of Denny Hartogh
Cole Hanson  

& Zorbaz on Gull Lake Real Estate Inc
Tom Hauge  

In honor of Addison Hauge
Lois Hensel & Loide Oils & Vinegars
Lois Hensel & Luxury Appliances by Loide
Lise & Dan Herren
Greg & Dana Kellenberger
David & Julie Marcum  

and Bradow Dock Service, Inc
Shelley McDonald 

In memory of Casey McDonald
Peter & Julene McKinney
Robert McMenoman  

& McMenoman Gull Lake LLC
Al & Sue Moon
Jeff & Jill Noack
Judy Pryor  

& Pine Beach Peninsula Association
Bob Rauch & Birch Island Outdoors, LLC
Joanna Schaefer  

In memory of George Schaefer
John Sumner
Jim & Jane Werler 

In memory of Lloyd ‘Lud’ Arhart
Dr Dorothy Whitmer & Dr Randy Johnson

HAWKS	($100-$499)
Jerry Aleff & Sandra Rada-Aleff
Gary Alkire
Rodney Amlie
Courtney & Aaron Anderson
Patrick & Pamela Aydt
Mark & Lisa Badenhoff
Ken & Mary Baker
Sandy & David Baldwin
Pat & Sandy Baldwin

HAWKS	($100-$499)
Gregory Baltzer
Perry & Carol Beaton
Brent & Colleen Bechtle
Gregory & Peggy Ann Beck
Ray & Joan Benson
Mark & Angie Benson
Tom & Elaine Bercher
Lori Berg
Tim & Ann Bergin
Brian & Laura Beuning
Carol & Don Birkeland
Uldis & Pat Birznieks
Matt & Lonnie Boe
John & Mary Boeder
Jeffrey & Janet Bowers
Art & Cynde Brookfield
David & Donna Burggraff
Ron & Deb Carlson
James Christensen & Kurilla Real Estate
Glen & Sandy Cook
Kevin & Pam Cook
 CPS Holdings LLC
Eric & Jami Deal
Sherri Delahunt  

& Lazy Brook Townhome Association
Bill & Ginny Dingle
Kraig & Jayne Domogalla
Richard Dore
Jim & Gail Ehlen
Mark & Cindy Eischens
Robert & Laura Eng
Tyler Falk
David & Debra Fellner
Eileen & Richard Fontaine
David & Bonnie Foss
David Foster
Chip & Jo Foster
Bill & Sharon Frank
Steve & Vicki Frawley
Sue & Larry Friedrichs
Todd & Marcia Friesen
Col Lyle and Jan Fuller
James Gabriel
Joe & Diane Galassi
John & Amy Gawlik
Betty Green
John & Jane Guild
Mark & Nancy Hall
Greg & Cindy Hames
Bruce & Linda Harrier
George & Christina Hart
Tom Hartman
Denny & Diane Hartogh

HAWKS	($100-$499)
Bill & Kathy Haug
Ron Have
John & Julie Ingleman
Treva James
Michael Johnson  

& Sherwood Forest Properties LLC
Arnie & JoAnn Johnson
Evan & Shea Johnson
Amy Johnston-Hylton
Kent & Liz Kienholz
Chris Kienstra
Gary & Kelley Knight
Ron & Tammy Kosel
Roger & Marie Landsburg
George Lehan
David Levine
Doug & Pat Lewis
Doug & Linda Linder
Keith Litke
John & Claire Louwers
Roger & Kathleen Lykins
Jerry & Lori Lyng
Michael & Debra Lyons
Carlisle & Ellen Mabrey III
Brian & Susan Mark  

and BSM Real Property LLC
Kyle McClintick
Mike & Deb McGray
Marv Meyer
Mark & Kristen Moran
Joe & Kathy Mucha
James & Wendy Mullaney
Lowell & Linda Naley
David & Margaret Nelson
Jeff & Sandy Norblom
Cathy & Bryce Norelius
Carol Pech
Rick & Suzanne Pepin
David & Rebecca Peterson
Shirley & Sid Rhinehart
Lynette & Richard Richter
Thomas & Lori Rocheford
Peter & Goodie Schmitz
Amy Scott
Tom & Teddy Sedgwick
Jeff & Karen Sell
James Sheedy
Allen & Alycia Skogquist
Aaron & Jodi Smith
Ken & Diane Stevens
Andrew & Dorothy Stewart
Tim & Laura Stockness

Thank you to our many members and friends who made donations in 2022! The financial support we receive 
through dues and donations is appreciated and helps us with our efforts to improve the quality and safety of 
our Gull Lake Chain. The names listed below are cash contributors to GCOLA in excess of their $50 dues 
along with donors to the Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund. Our apologies if anyone was inadvertently 
missed or if there is an error in the information. Please send an email to info@gcola.org or call Sue Friedrichs 
at 612-751-6156 and a correction will be printed in the next newsletter.

THANK YOU DONORS
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HAWKS	($100-$499)
Robert Stoll & The Chocolate Ox
Marc & Beth Swiontkowski
David & Marlys Thies
Timothy & Patricia Thoele
Brian & Deb Thuringer
Bob Toborg & Rosemary Goff
Keith & Tracy Tomlinson
Margaret & James Utz
Christian & Leslie Vaillancourt
Ryan & Anna Weispfenning
Jim & Jane Werler
Karl & Denise Westenfield
Randy Westman
Alex & Michelle Wilson
Greg & Beth Windfeldt
Jim & Trish Woerner
Kim & Karen Wood
Michael & Vicki Zager

GULLS	(UP	TO	$99)
David & Yasmine Aamodt
John & Joan Akin
Steve & Kathy Allex
Kay Alsaker  

In memory of Ike Halliwill
Sally Anderson
Dave & Marian Anderson
James & Lois Anderson
Wayne & Janet Anderson
Don & Violet Anderson
Dick & Sue Asinger
Andrew & Katherine Bachman
Chuck & Linda Baker
Richard & Beth Barnett
Vicki and Buzz Benson
Donald & Beth Bentz
Steve Boe
Don Bottemiller
Steve Braunberger
Bill & Jane Brekken
Nancy Buckley
Ronald & Amy Burski
Toddy Campbell
Dan & Karen Caspersen
David & Carol Cave
Richard & Candace Clark
Thom & Ann Cooper
Brownlee Bo Cote
Phillip & Cynthia Dalen
Keith Danielson
Ken & Linda Darula
Tom & Bobbie Deans
Tom & Karen Driessen
Peter & Bev Dunphy
Kevin & Betsy Egan
Cynthia Ellsworth
 Envision 3 LLC
Jerry Erickson & Erickson Family LLC
Richard & Marie Esser
Naomi Farr
Robert Fier

GULLS	(UP	TO	$99)
Lloyd & Connie Foster
Catherine Fox
John Fox
Robert & Roberta Freese
Julianne Friedrichs
Rich & Barb Gabriel
David & Janet Galassi
Bob & Carol Galligan
Sharon Gibbons & Rex Rundquist Michael  

& Mary Lynn Gibson
Ryan Gran & Nels Peterson
Kenneth & Kathleen Griffiths
Larry Grimstad
Alan & Janice Grinde
Steven & Nancy Hanousek
Jim & Pam Hanson
William Hatch
Thomas Hauge
Kevin Hayford & Steve Sullivan
Dan Hedlund & Robin Preble
Earl & Jeannine Hemmerich
Mike & Pat Henkemeyer
Jennifer Hicks
David Hillstrom & PLM Lake  

and Land Management Corp
Paul & Colleen Holmquist
Anne Holub
Stephan Howard & Cathy Munsch
Dallas & Vickie Humphrey
Jeff Hunting & Kismet Partnership
Stephen Imholte & Rachael Scherer
Rob & Julie Jacob
Clark & Carolyn Johnson
Bruce & Sharalyn Johnson
Don & Sally Jones and Jill Metcoff
Dennis & Joyce Kamstra
Alan & Melinda Kehe
Christopher & Jean Kelly
Kurt Kittleson
Darrell & Jane Kolden  

and Koldens on Gull LLC
Mark & Monica Kovalchuk
Scott Lake
Christopher & Resa Larson
Jody Lawler
Marilyn Le Page
Judith Lee
Kathleen Lundberg & Charles Batko
Wayne & Susan Mandery
Linda Martin
David McCarthy
Joseph & Florence McErlane
David & Jan McNair
Marisa Mae Mills
Dave Misukanis
Bill & Joyce Mitsch
Tim & Cindy Moore  

and Lost Lake Partnership
Frank and Kelli Mork
Jean Murray
Ernest Neighbor
Jim Nelson & Barb Etzel

GULLS	(UP	TO	$99)
NYE Sisters LLC
Scott & Jodeen OBrien
Scott & Leah Olson
Ordoff Family
Dan & Sue Padrnos  

and Gull Four Seasons Resort
Denise & Steve Park
Bob & Sue Payette and Holiday Resort
Don & Carrie Pearson
Mary, Doug & Dave Platt
Mark & Terri Poindexter
Darrell & Vindy Pulak
Steve & Ruth Quisberg
Paul & Trish Rasmussen
Betty & Roland Rasmussen
Bill Ribbel & Deborah Jacobs
Don & Patty Rodningen
Jerilyn & Toni Rogers
Todd Ruedisili & Debra Cerre-Ruedisili
Erik & Heidi Saari
John & Margie Sampsell
Richard Sankovitz  

& First National Bank of Waseca
Doug & Kelli Schieffer & DKPA Rental LLC
Tony & Renee Schwaller
Greg & Nancy Schwanbeck
Kevin & Vicki Smith
Jim Snyder & Emily Carson
George & Margaret Sommerfeld
Jim Starkey
Tom & Patty Steiger
Jerry & Patricia Stemple
Robert & Loriese Stoll
Ken & Becky Stover  

In memory of Ike Halliwill
Diane & Geoff Strong
James Strother & Denise Mollen
Peter & Cheryl Sullivan
Bob & Rita Sundberg
Rey & Vicki Swanson
Stephen & Kathy Tanner
Gary & Nancy Tatge
Rod & Carol Thole
Nate & Deborah Thompson
Bob Toborg & Rosemary Goff 

In memory of Ike Halliwill
Jennifer Twaddle
Tony & Virginia Udelhoven
Eric & Mark Utter
Mike & Deb Veldman
Thomas & Barbara Votel
Harlan Wachholz
Sharon & Mike Wagner
Rocky Waldin & Judy Christensen
Karen Walker
Tom & Joanie Ward  

and Cooper Ward Partners LP
Joan & Kim Wass
Jan Whitman
Sue Winterstein
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2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, Federal Tax ID #41-1272492. 
Dues are $50 per year and any contributions above the dues are greatly appreciated. No goods or 
services were provided in exchange for your membership and donation.

Please use this form and mail your dues to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 -or- log in to our 
website at https://www.gcola.org/shop to pay with your credit or debit card.

If you are unsure if you are current with your dues, call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156  or send an email to                       
info@gcola.org to find out.  

THANK YOU FOR BEING A MEMBER
2023 Gull Chain of Lakes Association Dues (January 1 to December 31)                $50.00

Additional Donation (Optional)

$_____Aquatic Invasive Species Contingency Fund      $_____Buoy Expenses      $_____Board Discretion

o Please keep my additional donation(s) anonymous

 Total Payment $___________
o Check enclosed                

o Please bill my credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover)

Expiration Date_______ Card Number _______________________________  Amount $_____________

Signature ________________________________________________

  Please contact me via email regarding the following volunteer opportunities:

  o AIS Committee        o Communications        o Gala        o Government Relations    

  o Lake Steward        o Loon Programs        o Membership Committee        o Water Quality Testing

First Name(s) _________________________________ Last Name___________________________

Second or Company Name __________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State/Zip ____________________________

Primary Phone _______________________________ Alternate Phone _______________________

We use email to keep you informed and request your input on issues impacting the Gull Lake Chain.

Email________________________________ Second Email_________________________________ 

Lake Address _____________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State/Zip ______________________________

Lake Name ______________________________ Location on Lake (side, bay, etc.) ______________

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association does not sell, trade, 
swap or in any other way use your data except for official GCOLA use.





Do you have photos taken around the Gull Lake Chain that you’d like to share? We always need pictures for 
the newsmagazine, website and social media. We especially have a shortage of fishing, boating and other 
fun activities on the lakes! You will be given credit for any photographs appearing in the newsmagazine and 
a description of the picture is helpful. Your snapshots can be sent at full size (minimum 300DPI) to Sue 
Friedrichs at info@gcola.org. 

THANK YOU!

Photo by Katy Thompson

Photo by Chuck Driessen

Photo by Leah Stevens

PHOTOS WANTED
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*Not all patients are candidates for joint procedures or robotic technology.

Our specially trained surgeons use this technology to personalize 
the approach to total knee replacement - offering a solution  

that works for you and your unique anatomy.

TO LEARN MORE:

ORTHOPEDICS
INNOVATION LIKE NOWHERE ELSE

218-829-7812  |           EssentiaHealth.org

WE’RE HERE WITH A NEW WAY 
TO KEEP YOU MOVING: 

Robotic technology. 

Join our team: 
EssentiaCareers.org

St. Joseph’s–Orthopedics Clinic
2014 S 6th St | Brainerd



WaterGuards is pleased to be chosen to manage the Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection Program 
in Cass County this summer. We have begun the hiring process for inspectors and would like to extend the job 
opportunity to your lakeshore owners (and their relatives and friends). We hope to be fully staffed by the end 
of March (DNR Training will be in April). 

Work	at	a	Lake	this	Summer	as	a	Watercraft	Inspector	in	Cass	County!
• The job is great for 55+, teachers and students.
• This position runs from May until September.
• Hours are from 10-30 per week. You tell us how much you want to work!
• You must be willing to work weekend and holiday shifts. Most shifts are on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.

General Description
• Watercraft inspections are an effort to reduce the spread of aquatic invasive species (zebra mussels, 

milfoil, etc.). Watercraft inspectors educate the public and help to conduct inspections at public water 
access sites.

• Pay rate starts at $17.50/hour! 

Duties
• Educate the public on invasive species program and issues
• Inspect boats and trailers for invasive species
• Conduct a verbal survey & inspection inventory
• Document and record watercraft inspection activities

For complete position description and to apply, go to: www.WaterGuards.net/employment
If you have questions, please call Stephanie at 320-249-7550 or email sjohnson@WaterGuards.net 

CASS COUNTY AIS INSPECTOR SUMMER JOBS

Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is allowed access to our Association member list and only for the 
purpose of mailing our newsletter.  They have issued the following confidentiality policy.

We have a strict policy of confidentiality.  We will not sell, trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything except 
mailing your newsletter.  We understand fully that you are the owner of the list and we simply have an electronic copy 
on our system for your use.  This policy is not just for the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied to all customers.

LAKES PRINTING 
CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY
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PO Box 102
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is an alliance of individuals, 
families and business owners in the Gull Chain of Lakes in 

Cass and Crow Wing Counties. The Association is devoted to 
the restoration and continued preservation of the highest water 

quality and environmental standards achievable, promotion 
of the responsible use of land and water resources and 

recreational safety on the Gull chain of lakes. 

www.gcola.org | info@gcola.org |
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