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CHAIR’S MESSAGE

Steve Frawley, GCOLA Chair

Steve Frawley at the MAISRC 10th Anniversary event
discussing zebra mussel eradication.

We have witnessed a dramatic weather change this
winter season with unseasonably warm temperatures
and a lack of snow in the area. Unfortunately, those of
us who enjoy winter sports activities, as well as local
businesses, feel like were already heading into spring
as I'm writing this letter in late January.

This has been a very busy time for the Gull Chain
of Lakes Association (GCOLA) since our last news-
magazine edition as we continue to support coalition
building with key organizations. We recently spon-
sored and attended the 10th anniversary Minnesota
Aquatic Invasive Research Center (MAISRC) “From
Lab to Lake” event December 7th at the University of
Minnesota.

| also attended the annual day long, Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) Round Table event on
January 19th together with over 400 attendees from
around the state in Bloomington. Attendance at these
events serves to keep us in touch with important lake
association challenges around the state. Several
times during the Roundtable event, | was reminded of
some of the contributions that have been made by our
own Gull Chain of Lakes Association throughout the
state of Minnesota. These contributions include Doro-

thy Whitmer‘s Lake Steward program, which has been
rolled out throughout the state of Minnesota as well as
our Loon Conservancy efforts headed up by Sheila
Johnston. Both of these programs are receiving state-
wide notoriety among different Lake associations,
and we have a number of other areas that we should
also be proud of within GCOLA. Our Gala Commit-
tee just had our first meeting to plan our annual Gala
event scheduled for August 4th this year as our main
fund raiser. Our newsmagazine, which is published
each quarter, has received accolades throughout the
state and our various GCOLA committees are making
strides to benefit our lakes and GCOLA members now
and in the future.

Please take the time to review articles in this edition
of the GCOLA newsmagazine including: an generous
anonymous gift from a GCOLA couple for a Decon-
tamination unit for Government Point in support of our
focus in preventing the spread of AIS, a list of GCO-
LA donors for the year, slowing the spread of AIS by
Steve Henry, Cass County AIS Lake Technician, our
2023 financial summary and 2024 budget article by
Uldis Birznieks, 10th Anniversary MAISRC celebration
and 2024 DNR Roundtable by me and Lake Steward
articles by Dorothy Whitmer, an article on Loon Res-
cue by Sheila Johnston and an interesting article on
Northern Lights by Catherine Munsch.

We have several talented associates that work as vol-
unteers and board members in GCOLA of which I'm
very proud to serve. | would like to invite those of you
who would like to get further involved in areas that we
serve in in the Gull Chain of Lakes Association includ-
ing: Communications, the Lake Steward program,
Loon Conservancy, Recreation, Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS), Environmental, Finance, Government
Relations and Fisheries committees. We can always
benefit from additional volunteers who are willing to
contribute ideas and bring about positive change.
Contact a board or advisory member to learn more
about being a volunteer!

Steve %/M%
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NORTHERN LIGHTS IN

OUR SKIES

Catherine Munsch, Environmental Committee

This past year we experienced multiple broadly
publicized Northern Lights events. Thanks to a solid
understanding of what causes the Northern Lights
and enhanced monitoring of solar activity, scientists at
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) can predict when and where on Earth the
Northern Lights may become visible. | took advantage
of these predictions one week in September and used
the opportunity to do some amateur experimentation
with night sky photography. While the results will
not win me any awards, it was an exciting first foray,
taught me a few things and whetted my appetite to
learn more about this natural phenomenon which
holds almost mythical status for Minnesotans and
other northern climes dwellers.

First, What’s in a Name?

Most of you may know that the Northern Lights and
Southern Lights are also called Aurora Borealis and
Aurora Australis. Named by Galileo, “Aurora” comes
from the Roman goddess of dawn. “Borealis” is the
Latin word meaning “northern” and “Australis” is a
derivative of the Latin “austral”’, meaning “southern”.

The (greatly simplified and abbreviated) Science

behind Auroras:

* Electrons are emitted from the surface of the sun,
travel towards Earth and produce light as they collide
with atoms and molecules in Earth’s atmosphere.
It is similar to neon light, where the colored light is
caused by electrons flowing through a glass tube full
of neon and other gasses.

* While faint auroras are present much of the time
above the magnetic poles, two types of events can
create larger and brighter auroras. One is called
a Coronal Mass Ejection (CME). Massive, as in
up to a billion tons of plasma ejected from the sun

and hurtling up to a million miles per hour towards
earth. CMEs will cause the brightest auroras and
are visible over the largest patches of Earth. A less
intense and smaller aurora is produced from coronal
holes. Think of coronal holes as half of a CME —
they have the speed but nowhere near the mass of
a CME.

 Aurora colors can vary but are usually green, purple,
and red with less common combinations of other
colors within the spectrum. The colors we see result
from three main variables: the atmospheric gas
(e.g., oxygen or nitrogen); the distance from earth’s
surface; and how “excited” the atoms and molecules
are (i.e., the level of energy the atoms have been
raised to, above their normal level).

Fun Facts About Auroras

» Aurora Borealis and Aurora Australis are mirror
images of each other. If an Aurora is active in one
hemisphere, an aurora of the same size and intensity
will simultaneously be active in the other.

 Auroras are present during the day, but we need the
dark background of the night sky to view them.

* As with many beautiful and once unexplained
natural phenomenon, there are many myths and
legends surrounding auroras; explanations ranging
from them being the spirits of dead people playing
football in the sky with walrus skulls (my favorite);
the reflections off Valkyries’ armor as they led
fallen Viking soldiers to Valhalla; and the good luck
associated with being born at the time of an aurora.

* As | found out this fall, what the naked eye may
not discern, a digital camera can. As | waited for
the Aurora to “appear” this past September, | was
testing out my newly learned tips and tricks for
shooting a night sky. Imagine my shock when what
appeared to me as a “black” sky showed up with
vivid greens, purple and red on my camera! How
does this happen? | will deliberately not try to explain
this here, in the hopes that it spurs you to do your
own Googling.

Understanding what generates the Northern Lights
is interesting. But nothing compares to viewing them.
| encourage you to bookmark www.swpc.noaa.gov/
communities/aurora-dashboard-experimental and head
out at night when an aurora is predicted for your area.
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IN THE BRAINERD LAKES AREA

MarineMax Nisswa & Crosslake has a rich history of helping families just like yours enjoy the water in the
Brainerd Lakes Area each summer. Formerly known and loved as Nisswa Marine and C&C Boat Works, our two
stores have teamed up with one mission: to provide the world’s best pleasure boating experience to boaters
on the Gull Lake and Whitefish Chains.

Experience boat-buying the way it was meant to be. Request boat service from our skilled team of
technicians with over 120 years of combined expertise. After a long day on the water, simply stop at our gas
docks in Crosslake to refuel and explore our pro shop full of water toys and boating accessories to enhance
your summer fun. Enjoy peace of mind in the off-season while we winterize and store your boat at our
expansive facilities. Come spring, we’ll summerize it and deliver right to your lift or landing!

Get ready to make unforgettable memories with your crew this boating season. Our passionate and
knowledgable staff is looking forward to earning your business. We can’t wait to help you make the most of
your lake lifestyle.

PREMIER -

P ;

Shop our wide selection of Premier and Barletta pontoons and tritoons at MarineMax Nisswa & Crosslake!

24238 SMILEY ROAD WINEMX 36448 CORD 66
NISSWA, MN 56468 g CROSSLAKE, MN 56442

218-346-2292 NISSWA & CROSSLAKE 218-692-3570

WWW.NISSWAMARINE.COM




OUR AIS EFFORTS ARE WORKING

Steve Henry, AIS Lake Technician, Cass County

In 2014 Minnesota started allocating funds to Counties
for efforts to control Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
That funding has made a major contribution to
reducing the spread of AIS across Minnesota. Since
the County AIS funding came online, the rate of new
infestations in Minnesota has declined by almost 50%.

Looking at AIS of all types, the peak of new infestations
was 2012 through 2014, with an average of 93 lakes
being listed as infested in each of those years. In the
most recent three years of 2021 through 2023 we saw
an average of only 56 lakes listed as newly infested in
each of those years. There has been a trend of fewer
infestations each year for the past five years and in
2023 only 42 lakes were listed, down from the peak of
118 new infestations in 2012.

Looking specifically at zebra mussels the story is
even better. The peak of zebra mussel infestations in
Minnesota was 2014, with 67 lakes listed that year
as newly infested. Since then, the rate of new zebra
mussel infestations has dramatically dropped with
only 28 lakes being listed in 2023. In Cass County,
only 13 lakes with public accesses have been listed
as zebra mussel infested out of the 103 lakes with
public accesses. Only 12.6% of publicly accessible
lakes in Cass County are infested with zebra mussels.

Lake users still need to be vigilant in cleaning, draining,
and drying their water related equipment. With ever
increasing numbers of infested lakes, the risk of an
AIS introduction into Gull Lake is higher than ever.
In 2023, AIS Inspectors checked 420 boats at Gull
Lake accesses that had most recently been on lakes
infested with Eurasian Water Milfoil and 80 boats
coming from lakes infested with Starry Stonewort.
Always check your trailer and boat thoroughly prior
to returning to Gull Lake. We recommend having your
guests or visitors remove their watercraft from their
lake one week prior to visiting our area.

Through the efforts of local groups and individual
water users, we have made a dramatic change in the
spread of AlS across Minnesota. We have shown that
by working together to implement AIS inspections,
watercraft decontamination, and outreach we can
reduce the spread of AIS across Minnesota. The rate
of AIS spread across Minnesota is a function of the
behavior of each of us individually. Let's all commit
to continue reducing the spread of AIS and redouble
our efforts to preserve Minnesota’s lakes for future
generations.

New AIS Infestations in Minnesota Through 2023
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BASIC LOON RESCUE WEBINAR

Do you wonder what to do if you see a sick or injured loon?
Learn from the experts at MLR’s FREE Basic Loon Rescue
and Transport Strategies Webinar!

715-453-4916 ac ;ifj‘;';:; f':_:‘_‘x -

Hosted by Minnesota Lakes & Rivers Advocates

Presented by Linda and Kevin Grenzer, Loon Rescue Inc.

April 18, 7 p.m.
Webinar Registration Form
https://forms.gle/hiGEFmhF2gPnscHTmM9

Kevin and Linda Grenzer ready to release a
juvenile loon saved from fishing line entanglement.

Kevin and Linda Grenzer, of Loon Rescue, Inc., have been rescuing loons and other birds in need of help
since 2013. This husband and wife duo specializes in rescuing loons all year long, including ice rescues. They
are nationally respected loon rescue experts! They have traveled hundreds of miles across the entire state of
Wisconsin to rescue loons that are in need of help. They often encounter and deal with loons that are hooked,
entangled, suffering from lead poisoning, stranded in small ponds, and have been struck by boats. They have
many different technigues and equipment to safely capture these loons. Kevin and Linda will discuss the
correct and safe ways to rescue and transport a loon that is in need of rescue. Techniques will be discussed
on how to approach a beached loon, and an entangled loon that is easily approachable and does not dive.
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2023 FINANCIAL SUMMARY AND 2024 BUDGET

OUR MEMBERS ARE THE SECRET

On Wall Street, year 2023 had a bull market, an 2. With the establishment of the BLACF AIS Fund,

excellent year for investors. At GCOLA, 2023 will
go on record as being an excellent financial year for
our Association. Sure, | will provide all the numbers,
but look beyond the numbers. The numbers are
made possible by you, our generous and committed
members. GCOLA is one of the strongest and most
recognized lake associations in Minnesota. Over the
years, other lake association leaders have asked, how
do you do it? What is your secret? OUR MEMBERS
ARE THE SECRET! Our members are dedicated
and committed to the mission of GCOLA. That is the
secret!

With that lead-in, it’s that time of year to provide you,
our valuable members, a review of how GCOLA
did financially in 2023 and a look forward to what is
planned for 2024. The figure below shows the financial
data for 2023 and the budget for 2024 with the $ and
% for each major category.

the GCOLA Board decided to withdraw the
“allowable spending policy” amount from our
Preservation Endowment Fund for 2022 and 2023
as determined by the Initiative Foundation. That
amount, $36.6K, was transferred to the BLACF
AlS Fund.

. For the Preservation Endowment Fund total, as

shown in the figure, we will no longer include the
$50K match that the Initiative Foundation provided
to help start the Endowment Fund in 2012, since
GCOLA can’t access those funds, even in an AIS
emergency.

. The Board decided to make the decision on

donations to other organizations rather than those
decisions being made at the committee level, since
the total donation amount is not insignificant. In the
figure shown, a new line has been added under

Several things changed financially

: ) 2023 BUDGE 2023 ACTUALS 2024 BUDGET
in 2023 that are reflected in the $ (K) % $ (K) % $ (K) %
Financial Summary figure shown INCOME
above. DUES 53.0 33% 53.6 22% 53.0/ 31%
DONATIONS* (See Note 1) 45.0 28% 135.0 54% 60.5| 35%
. GALA 43.5 27% 49.8 20% 48.0, 28%
1. GCOLA selected the Brainerd | GRANTS**/OTHER (See Note 2) 170 11% 10.1 4% 100, 6%
Lakes Area Community INCOME TOTALS 158.5 248.5 171.5
Foundation (BLACF) for its
AlIS Fund. The BLACF AIS LA
: ENVIRON/AIS/LOONS/LAKE STEWARD 56.7 32% 58.7 31% 47.3] 26%
Fund total is shown at the
b h . d BUOY SYSTEM/SAFETY 37.9 22% 40.8 22% 32.4| 18%
ottom of the figure and [gaa 218 12% 165 9% 255 14%
totals $241.2K. The GCOLA |ADMINISTRATION 214 12% 21.8 12% 281 15%
Board transferred a Significant DONATIONS TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 23.0 13% 30.8 16% 20.0, 11%
. H COMMUNICATIONS/GOVT RELATIONS/
portlon of the AIS Contlngency MEMBERSHIP/FISHERIES/MISC 14.3 8% 20.1 11% 283 16%
Fund plus a trans_fer from the [expensesTorats 174.9 188.7 1815
allowable spending amount
from our Initiative Foundation |nerincome (Loss) (16.4) 59.8 (10.0)
Preservatlon Endowment *Note 1 - Does not include IniTaTve FoundaTon Annual Spending Amount Transfers - (2023 Actuals of $36.6K & 2024 Budget of $21.1K)
Fund ($366K) to eStab“Sh the **Note 2 - Does not include cost of Watercra” InspecTons directly paid by counTes to inspectors
*** Note 3 - Only includes funds in PreservaTon Endowment Fund accessible to GCOLA in AIS emergency ($50K IF match not included)
BLACF AIS Fund.
PRESERVATION ENDOWMENT FUND - TOTAL 366.9 ***SeeN e3
AIS CONTINGENCY FUND - IN 57.7
AIS CONTINGENCY FUND - TOTAL 81.0
BLACF AIS FUND - IN 241.2
BLACF AIS FUND - TOTAL 241.2
BALANCE SHEET




Uldis Birznieks, Finance/Audit Committee Chair

Expenses, “Donations to other Organizations” to
reflect the total donations made by GCOLA. Key
organizations targeted for 2024 donations include
the MN AIS Research Center, Univ of MN-St.
Anthony Falls Laboratory (large wake wave study),
MN Lakes and Rivers Advocates, MN Coalition
of Lake Associations, and several other worthy
organizations.

Overall, the year 2023 was an excellent year financially
for GCOLA. Income of $248.5K is the highest ever
for GCOLA besting 2022 actuals of $185.7K, which
previously had been the highest. The Net Income of
+$59.8K beat the budgeted net income by over $75K.

For 2023 income, member donations totaled $135K,
an all-time high!! Thank you to all our members for
your generosity and contributing to our mission to
preserve and restore our Gull Lake Chain!! The Gala
event was very successful again and Gala income
bested budget by $6K.

On the 2023 expense side, total expenses of $188.7K
were the highest ever. Given the excellent income, the
higher expenses were not an issue for the net income.
The purchase of the new AIS decontamination unit
(which was funded by a donation) was the major
factor in expenses being above budget. We were able
to fund additional AIS inspections of boats (beyond
that funded by Cass and Crow Wing counties) but
not to the level we had budgeted due to staffing
shortages both with county AIS inspectors and the
Lake Shore law enforcement. The Gala committee
succeeded in getting the highest net income ever
for the event ($33.3K)!! Congratulations to Jane
Edwards, the Gala Committee Chair, and all the
Gala Committee members. With the excellent overall
financial performance in 2023, the GCOLA Board
moved two planned 2024 expenditures back into
2023, $10K to purchase additional buoys for our buoy
system and a $5K donation for loon banding. The
Communications/Govt  Relations/Membership/Misc
area was $6K over budget with the major factor being
increased printing costs, which are being addressed
by the Communications Committee.

The 2024 budget approved by the Board has a
net income (loss) of -$10.0K as shown in the far-
right column of the figure. The Board of Directors is

comfortable with this budgeted loss for 2024 as we
have a healthy balance in our operating accounts,
and we have bettered our budgeted net income
versus actual net income each year since 2015
by an average of +$36.5K. The Board accepted a
conservative approach for 2024 income ($77K lower
than 2023 actuals but $13K higher than 2023 budget).
Highlights of the 2024 budget include the following:

* Membership is budgeted at the same level as
2023 which is closing in on 1100 members.

» Donations are conservatively budgeted with a 33%
increase over the 2023 budget. We are hoping
for similar positive responses in donations as we
had in 2023, yet it is not prudent to budget for that
level.

 For 2024, the Environmental/AlS/Loon
Conservancy/Lake Steward committees continue
as the major benefactor of funding with 26% of
budgeted expense. These committees are a top
priority for GCOLA. This included allocating $8K
for the shoreland habitat projects (50/50 cost share
grants to GCOLA members) and will allocate even
more if projects are approved for our members.
+The buoy system continues as a major expense
item at 18% of the Expense budget and $10K
was moved forward from 2024 to late 2023 for
purchase of replacement buoys. The GCOLA buoy
system is one of the most complete and complex
navigational buoy systems in the state and it takes
considerable effort to maintain it. Thank you to
Jay Chaney for his excellent leadership and to
Chad Boesen and his crew at Your Boat Club for
maintaining our buoy system.

In 2023, since we had an excellent financial year and
the operating accounts were at a healthy total, the
Board approved a transfer of $50K from our operating
account to the AIS Contingency Fund, which now
totals $81K. With the BLACF AIS fund at $241K,
GCOLA now has $322K for immediate use if needed
for any new AIS that invades our Gull Lake Chain and
the $366.9K in the GCOLA Preservation Endowment
Fund in reserve.

Bottom line — it is great to be able to say again that
GCOLA is in a sound financial position, and we will
work to make sure that it continues in 2024.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS UPDATE

Steve Frawley,

Government Relations Committee Chair

During January’s GCOLA board meeting the 2024
Legislative Priority Items were approved. These
priorities include the following:

1. Consider legislation (distance from shore, depth,
etc.) for watercraft creating enhanced wakes that
are a safety issue, cause shoreline erosion and
sub-surface ecological damage.

2. Provide sustained funding to the Minnesota Aquatic
Research Center (MAISRC) for finding solutions
to eradicate zebra mussels, starry stonewort and
other aquatic invasive species (AIS)

3. Maintain/increase funding level to counties to
prevent the spread of new or existing aquatic
invasive species

4. Support efforts to limit encroachment by land
developers on marginal lakeshore property

5. Increase boater AIS compliance with fines for
violations that are in parity with Minnesota game
and fish fines, with authority to impound

Priorities one through four above are the same as
last year’s key priorities while priority number one
continues to be the number one priority for several
years now. Priority number five is a new addition this
year and provides more “teeth” in potential measures
to help mitigate AIS infractions.

2024 Annual DNR Roundtable

| attended the annual DNR Roundtable event on
January 19th at the Doubletree hotel in Bloomington
hotel from 7:30am until after 7:00pm along with
over 400 attendees. This was my second year
attending this event kicked off by Governor Walz
and DNR Commissioner Sarah Strommen. During
this full day event, | had the opportunity to meet with
Commissioner Strommen and the three Assistant
DNR Commissioners in attendance. | addition, | met
with the Minnesota House and Senate Environmental
leaders, Representative Rick Hansen, and Senator
Hawj. Throughout the day, | also connected with Lake
Association leaders from around the state, DNR subject
matter experts and others concerned with protecting
and conserving our water resources. The Roundtable

format included an opening Plenary session followed
by two concurrent session tracks on subjects such as
climate change and Minnesota Fisheries, followed by
panel discussions and a closing Plenary session. The
opportunity to discuss the future challenges we all
face conserving and protecting our water resources
was a key highlight of the day’s session.

Update on State of Vermont Wake Surf Boat
Legislation

On January 7, Vermont released the nation’s most
comprehensive restrictions on wake-enhanced
sports. The new rules, which are anticipated to be
in effect for the 2024 boating season, stipulate that
enhanced wake sports must be 500 feet from shore,
in no less than 20 feet of water, and only on lakes
where the state has mapped a minimum 50-acre zone
designated for the activity. In addition, wake boats
must be registered to operate on a specific lake and
are required to undergo professional decontamination
of their ballast tanks before operating on another lake,
to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species. This
final rule now goes through one last 45-day agency
review, whereby the State confirms all rule-making
steps were followed, after which they take effect.
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FI REFLY WATCHERS WANTED Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

Several people have already volunteered to be Firefly Watchers.
Now is your chance to be a Firefly Watcher this summer. What
does a Firefly Watcher do? Well, we have been Firefly Watchers
for many years now. On a warm summer’s evening as the twilight
turns to darkness, we sit out. Sometimes we sit with our favorite
beverage, sometimes not. Sometimes we talk, and sometimes
we sit silently enjoying each other’'s company. But, we are always
on the lookout for fireflies. We do this throughout the summer
when we are in the mood. | am asking Firefly Watchers if they
see a firefly, to make a note, and then send an email to me. If
you are interested in becoming a Firefly Watcher, send an email
to Robert Eliason at gcola.endofdock@gmail.com with Firefly in
the subject line. Please include your lake address. | will report
our findings in the winter newsmagazine.

Photo by Robert Eliason
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GCOLA PROFILE

KRIS DRIESSEN CO CHAIR LAKE STEWARD COMMITTEE

My husband, Chuck, and | both grew up spending our summers on Gull Lake. That was when “lake moms”
existed. Moms gathered the kids when school was out and went to the cabin for the summer. Dads came up
on weekends. | was a registered nurse by profession, but more than that, | care for animals, dogs, and wildlife.
I've been a dog walker at HART for nearly 18 years.

| first became involved with GCOLA when Ron Faust asked me to come along on a shoreline restoration visit.
| learned a stable shoreline not only involved native plants but was also beneficial to wildlife. My interest in
the interconnectedness of native plants and wildlife continued to increase after that. Protecting nature and
ecosystems of the lake lead me to AIS Detector, Loon Count, End of the Dock, Lake Steward Program and
Tree Giveaway. As a hobby | am continually attempting to identify native plants, mosses, lichens, and other
wildlife species.
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THANK YOU DONORS

Thank you to our many members and friends who made donations in 2023! The financial support we receive
through dues and donations is appreciated and helps us with our efforts to improve the quality and safety of
our Gull Lake Chain. The names listed below are cash contributors to GCOLA in excess of their $50 dues
along with cash donations to the Gala. Our apologies if anyone was inadvertently missing or if there is an
error in the information. Please send an email to info@gcola.org or call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156 and a
correction will be printed in the next newsletter.

EAGLES ($5,000+)
John Simons
Jim & Jennie Ward

OSPREYS ($1,000 - $4,999)

Mary Ann & Looe Baker lll

James Christensen Kurilla Real Estate

John & Ginny Ehlen

Lynn Fox

Lisa Gudajtes

John & Debra Hillstrom

Tad Johnson Brainerd Jaycees

Sheila & Doug Johnston, In appreciation of
Jim & Mary Ellen Johnston, Judge Gene &
Helen Farrell

Jody Lawler

John & Julie Ledy

Lois Hensel Loide Oils & Vinegars

Madden’s on Gull Lake

Northland Sotheby International Realty

REMAX Advantage Plus - The Pietig
Properties Group

Amy Scott, Amy Scott Foundation

Brad & Jean Sorenson

Thomas Spicola, Thomas Spicola Family
Foundation

Timothy & Patricia Thoele

Jim & Mary Woll

LOONS ($500 - $999)

Claudia Allene, In memory of Janet Boner

Dave & Mary Beth Anderson, Ballard Oil &
Gas LLC, In memory of Jimmy Anderson

Lee & Penny Anderson

Randy & Emily Bauernfeind

Jay & Melissa Chaney, Boats and Beyond
Rentals

Robert & Laura Cook

Deerwood Bank

Vincent & Martha Driessen

Elizabeth Dullum, In memory of Ted & Mary
Dullum

First Western Bank & Trust

Michele Fuerstenberg

Lucinda Gardner

Sharon Gibbons & Rex Rundquist

Paul & Annette Goff

Ryan Gran & Nels Peterson, In memory of
Denny Hartogh

Cole Hanson, Zorbaz on Gull Lake Real
Estate Inc

Dan Hedlund& Robin Preble, In memory of
Chuck and Margo Hedlund

Craig & Nancy Holland

Greg & Dana Kellenberger

Melissa Lake, In memory of Lisa Lake

George Lehan

Carlisle & Ellen Mabrey Il

LOONS ($500 - $999)

David & Julie Marcum, Bradow Dock Service,
Inc

Robert McMenoman, McMenoman Gull Lake
LLC

Minnesota Native Landscapes

Colleen Mooney, In memory of Bob Mooney

Joe & Kathy Mucha

Jeff & Jill Noack

Vickie & Larry Ottem

Pine Beach Peninsula Association

John & Jackie Reedy

Shirley & Sid Rhinehart

Laura Schneider, Minnesota Inboard Water
Sports

Gary & Leslie Sorenson, Structures Wood
Care

John & Linda Sumner

Margaret & James Utz

Karl & Denise Westenfield

Dorothy Whitmer & Randy Johnson

Greg & Beth Windfeldt

HAWKS ($100 - $499)
Gary Alkire

Steve & Kathy Allex
James & Lois Anderson
Katie & Charles Arvesen
Patrick & Pamela Aydt
Ken & Mary Baker

Perry & Carol Beaton
Fay Beauchine & Richard Graham
Brent & Colleen Bechtle
Mark & Angie Benson
Ray & Joan Benson

Tom & Elaine Bercher
Tim & Ann Bergin

Alan & Beverly Bergstrom
Carol & Don Birkeland
Uldis & Pat Birznieks
John & Mary Boeder
Jeffrey & Janet Bowers
Larry & Judy Brandt
David & Sheri Brinker

Art & Cynde Brookfield
Nancy Buckley

Craig & Laurie Campbell
Gerald & Judith Carling
Dan & Karen Caspersen
Thom & Ann Cooper

Tim Conroy & Polly Lyman
Brownlee Bo Cote

Carol & Randy Cote

Ken & Linda Darula
Kraig & Jayne Domogalla
Richard Dore

Trent Dore

Jim & Gail Ehlen

HAWKS ($100 - $499)

Mark & Cindy Eischens

Kari Eliassen

Sharon & Mark Erickson

Katherine & Douglas Faltesek

Eileen & Richard Fontaine

David & Bonnie Foss

Steve & Vicki Frawley

Sue & Larry Friedrichs

David & Janet Galassi

John & Amy Gawlik

Johanna & Peter George, JP George LLC

Betty Green

Joe & Ann Grimstad

Jack Grotkin

John & Jane Guild

Mark & Nancy Hall

Greg & Cindy Hames

Mark Hamman

Steven & Nancy Hanousek

Jim & Pam Hanson

Bruce & Linda Harrier

George & Christina Hart

Jay & Margaret Hartman

Tom Hartman

Bill & Kathy Haug

Ron Have

Mike & Pat Henkemeyer

Lise & Dan Herren

Jeff Hunting, Kismet Partnership

John & Julie Ingleman

Arnie & JoAnn Johnson

Douglas & Ann Johnson

Michael Johnson, Sherwood Forest
Properties LLC

Sally Jones & Jill Metcoff

Kent & Liz Kienholz

Chris Kienstra

Gary & Kelley Knight

Robert & Mary Kohout

Darrell & Jane Kolden, Koldens On Gull LLC

Ron & Tammy Kosel

Roger & Marie Landsburg

David Levine

Doug & Pat Lewis

Doug & Linda Linder

Keith Litke

John & Claire Louwers

Mike & Sandy Luker

Kathleen Lundberg & Chuk Batko

Roger & Kathleen Lykins

Jerry & Lori Lyng

Michael & Debra Lyons

Daniel & Cathy Maccoux, In memory of Traci
Maccoux

Kyle McClintick

John & Cherie McDowall

Mike & Deb McGray
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HAWKS ($100 - $499)
Peter & Julene McKinney
James & Wendy Mullaney
Lowell & Linda Naley

David & Margaret Nelson
Jeff & Sandy Norblom
Denise & Steve Park

David & Rebecca Peterson
Sandra Rada-Aleff

John & Denise Retka

Joel & Susan Schneider

Jeff & Karen Sell

Donald Snell & Barbara Huso
Heather & Wade Sorenson
Ken & Diane Stevens

Tim & Laura Stockness
Peter & Cheryl Sullivan

Tom & Jill Sutcliffe

Marc & Beth Swiontkowski
David & Marlys Thies

Rod & Carol Thole

Brian & Deb Thuringer

Bob Toborg & Rosemary Goff
Keith & Tracy Tomlinson
Christian & Leslie Vaillancourt
Doug & Deb Wagman

Joan & Kim Wass

Brent & Jenel Wavra

Jim & Jane Werler

Michael & Jani Wiebolt, 866 Interlachen LLC
Tom & Cathy Williams

Alex & Michelle Wilson

Jim & Trish Woerner

Kim & Karen Wood
Quarterdeck Resort

GULLS (UP TO $99)
Florence Ahles

John & Joan Akin

Dave & Marian Anderson
Sally Anderson

Wayne & Janet Anderson
Dick & Sue Asinger
Chuck & Linda Baker

Pat & Sandy Baldwin
Sandy & David Baldwin
Richard & Beth Barnett
Stephen & Mary Battista
Patrick & Heather Bennett
Vicki & Buzz Benson
Donald & Beth Bentz

Lori Berg

Steve Boe

Don Bottemiller

Thomas & Kelleigh Brandt
Steve Braunberger

Bill & Jane Brekken

Bill & Phyllis Bryan

Anne Buettner & Mitch Brock
Ronald & Amy Burski
Richard & Candace Clark
Glen & Sandy Cook
Kevin & Pam Cook

Tom Costello

Sam & MJ Cote

Doug & Sarah Crowther
Louis Dehner & Becky Pew

GULLS (UP TO $99)

Ken & Paula Dickmann

John Donnelly

Cindy Ebner

David & Teri Elsenpeter

Robert & Laura Eng

Jerry Erickson, Erickson Family LLC

Naomi Farr

Robert Fier

John Fitch

Brent & Dawn Foss

Chip & Jo Foster

David & Sheryl Foster, The Partners Group
LLC

Lloyd & Connie Foster

Catherine Fox

Todd Friesen

Terry Frovik & Pauline Gustafson

Col Lyle and Jan Fuller

John & Sybil Gable

James Gabriel

Rich & Barb Gabriel

Ruth Gmeinder, Gull Lake Resort

Vance & Sherry Goldammer

Geoffrey & June Grassle

Mark & Diane Halvorson

Chuck & Kathy Hanson

Kevin Hayford & Steve Sullivan

Earl Hemmerich

Dori & James Herman

Eugene & Marianne Herold

David Hillstrom, PLM Lake and Land
Management Corp

Paul & Colleen Holmquist

Anne Holub

Stephan Howard & Cathy Munsch

Kent & Amy Hylton

Stephen Imholte & Rachael Scherer

Bruce & Sharalyn Johnson

Evan & Shea Johnson

Sheila Johnston

Dennis & Joyce Kamstra

Christopher & Jean Kelly

Kurt Kittleson

Peter & Allyson Knudsen

Liz Krezowski

Daniel & Susan Kuhn

Christopher & Resa Larson

Chad & Stacy Latvaaho

Marilyn Le Page

Ryan & Danielle Long

Linda Martin

Kelli McClintick & Brian Horst

Joseph & Florence McErlane

David & Jan McNair

Marv Meyer

Marisa Mae Mills

Dave Misukanis

Bill & Joyce Mitsch

Tim & Cindy Moore, Lost Lake Partnership

Judy Morgan

Jean Murray

Ernest Neighbor

Eric & Mindy Nelson

John & Cynthia Nelson, Phyllis Nyberg

Cathy & Bryce Norelius

Timothy & Jennifer Norman

GULLS (UP TO $99)

Jason & Christine Norring

Scott & Leah Olson

Dan & Sue Padrnos, Gull Four Seasons
Resort

Bob & Sue Payette, Holiday Resort

Carol Pech

Rick & Suzanne Pepin

Mary & Doug Platt, Dave Platt

Mark & Terri Poindexter

Darrell & Vindy Pulak

Paul & Trish Rasmussen

John & Kathryn Rauth

Robert Reber

Lynette & Richard Richter

Don & Patty Rodningen

Jerilyn & Toni Rogers

Debra Ruedisili

Joseph Salscheider & Bridget Kane

John & Margie Sampsell

Richard Sankovitz, First National Bank of
Waseca

Glen & Sharon Schmalz

Greg & Nancy Schwanbeck

James & Maria Seep

James Sheedy

Michael & Carolyn Sherck

Josh & Grete Skogen

Kevin & Vicki Smith

Sandy & Michael Smith, Sandy Smith
Lakeshore Real Estate Group

George & Margaret Sommerfeld

Jim Starkey

Tom & Patty Steiger

Michael Steinhauser

Jerry & Patricia Stemple

Diane & Geoff Strong

James Strother & Denise Mollen

Chad & Lisa Swan

Rey & Vicki Swanson

Jim & Cheryl Swanson

Stephen & Kathy Tanner

Gary & Nancy Tatge

Bob Toborg & Rosemary Goff, In memory of
Doug Miller

Sheryl Trnka

Jennifer Twaddle

Tony & Virginia Udelhoven

Eric & Mark Utter

Mike & Deb Veldman

Thomas & Barbara Votel

Harlan Wachholz

Sharon & Mike Wagner

Rocky Waldin & Judy Christensen

Karen Walker

Tom & Joanie Ward, Cooper Ward Partners
LP

Mary & Todd Wayne

Cooper Weeks

Jan Whitman

Sue Winterstein

Michael & Vicki Zager



GCOLA COUPLE DONATES FUNDS

FOR AIS DECONTAMINATION UNIT

Thanks to a very generous donation from an
anonymous GCOLA couple, the Government Point
access on Gull Lake will have a new Aguatic Invasive
Species (AIS) Decontamination (Decon) Unit for
use starting in May 2024. The GCOLA couple, who
have been very generous to GCOLA with both their
time and financial resources, wanted to significantly
support the GCOLA mission to prevent additional AIS
entering our Gull Lake Chain. In addition to financing
additional AIS inspections, they chose to donate funds
to allow GCOLA to purchase a new AIS Decon Unit,
the Landa ECOS Mobile Wash and Reclaim System.
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The existing AlS Decon Unit at Gull Lake Government
Point access was feeling its age and use, with frequent
repairs and significant downtime. With the pledge of
funding by the GCOLA couple, the wheels were put in
motion for a coordinated effort between GCOLA, the
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Cass
County AIS Department for procurement of a new AIS
Decon Unit. Key to this effort were Brian Turner, the
USACE Site Manager at Gull Lake Recreation Area
Point, Steve Henry, the Cass County AlS Coordinator
and Tim Thoele, the GCOLA AIS Committee Chair.
The decon unit and accessories that the team
selected was the Landa ECOS Mobile Wash and
Reclaim System, which is the same as that used
by the Minnesota DNR for other decon units placed
throughout Minnesota.

The Landa ECOS unit is an environmentally friendly,
patented mobile wash system combining a hot water

pressure washer with a wash water recovery and
filtration system atop a trailer unit, making it simple
to dispose of the gray wash water from the pressure
washing operation, or to recycle and reuse it. Four
polyethylene water tanks provide 400 gallons of
cleaning water. The high-pressure washer (3500 psi)
provides a very hot stream of water (140 degrees
F) that will kill AIS or plants attached to a watercraft
or its trailer. The Landa ECOS System includes the
self-contained decontamination system with pressure
washer, trailer with water tank(s), containment mat,
underlayment pad, vacuum recovery system, and
decontamination attachments. The water recovery
system is powered by a generator mounted on the
trailer and no external power source is required.

AIS can attach to many parts of watercraft including
the anchor, propeller, dock lines, live wells, hull, rollers,
bunks, bilge, motor, as well as part of the towing trailer
including the axle, rails, or even the license plate. The
Landa decon unit can clean these locations with its
high pressure, high temperature spray on all types
of watercraft including motorboats, bowriders, fishing
boats, canoes, and kayaks.

The coordinated effort of GCOLA, the USACE and
Cass County shows when multiple organizations
and governmental agencies have a common goal,
rapid results can be achieved. After the three entities
agreed on the AIS decon unit and accessories to be
procured, Brian Turner (USACE) worked his magic
to receive a substantial US Government discount
for GCOLA for the decon unit. The donating couple
agreed to the purchase price and then donated the
funds to GCOLA for the purchase.

A formal partnership agreement between the USACE,
Cass County, and GCOLA was drafted and signed in
August 2023. The agreement included the donation of
the AIS decon unit by GCOLA to the US Government
for exclusive use at the Gull Lake Recreation Area
(Government Point access). The US Government will
provide storage and maintenance of the unit, assist in
purchase of fuel and coordinate operation of the wash
station. Cass County will train all operators, schedule,
and provide trained operators with a goal of 40 hours
per week for a 16-week boating season and assist



Uldis Birznieks, Finance/Audit Committee Chair

with operation and maintenance of the unit. GCOLA will provide up to $1,000 annually for operation and
maintenance of the unit and also will pay for the storage/rental space for the unit.

The new AIS decon unit was received and formally turned over to the US Army Corps of Engineers in early
October.

Participating in the donation event were
Rusty Milner (AIS Inspector), Uldis Birznieks (GCOLA),
Steve Frawley (GCOLA Chair), Steve Henry (Cass County AIS
Coordinator), Tim Thoele (GCOLA) and Brian Turner (USACE)
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Dr. Jackie McCall
Dr. Torvin Rajala
7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425
218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937

1218/829/6656.

** www.BrothersMotorSports.com CIDENT!
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* Boat Repair * Glass Replacement
« Marine & Vehicle * Paintless Dent Repair
Accessories * Line-X

* Collision Repair . Factory Trained
* Glass Chip Repair Technicians

i g TheBodyWorks.com
Factory A Call us today for a FREE estimate!
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LAKE STEWARD THE EASY WAY Dorothy Whitmer, Lake Steward Committee Chair

Some Things are Hard And Some Things Are Easy!
(Learning to waterski at age 10) (Put plastic stakes in your lawn

and don’t mow from stakes to lake)

It's Easy to be a Lake Steward!
No cold-water immersion required.
Just Take the Quiz!

(Scan the QR Code)

Congratulations to The Grimstad Family!
Your Care Will Change (With 3 canine companions facing camera)

The Future of Our Lakes

GuLL CHAIN oF Lakes ASSOCIATION * SPRING 2024



Now offering cabinets for
your outdoor living space

17753 State Highway 371
Brainerd, MN
218-828-0620
www.CrowWingCabinets.com
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STEVEN AT CARR

From local author

Steven A. Carr
The quest for
the Ojibwa treasure

Available from:
Amazon, Outskirts Press, and Madden Bros. Market.

marka .

ARCHITECTURE

5411 LAKERS LANE, SUITE 204 | NISSWA, MN 56468

A TAILORED
ARCHITECTURAL
EXPERIENCE

www.marka.design
218-232-6031

Nisswa / Annandale
218-454-1065 / backyardmn.com
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SHORELAND HABITAT ASKS

Dorothy Whitmer, Lake Steward Committee Chair

EVER WISHED YOU COULD DO AS MUCH
FOR OUR LAKES AS THESE TWO GENTLEMEN
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Kevin Ferrell and Nancy Buckley, Gull Lake

Earl Hemmerich, Roy Lake

NOW YOU CAN!
Nancy, Kevin and Earl planted buffer zones of native plants
for clean water and healthy habitat.
(Planting goes beyond the requirements for the Lake Steward Award.)

GCOLA has funding
for shoreline projects.

Take the Quiz to get started!
Scan the QR Code

Your Care Will Change
the Future of Our Lakes

GuLL CHAIN oF LAkes ASSOCIATION * SPRING 2024
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bruce Batzer Cherie & Kory Coenen

Wadeen Baribeau, Gull Gregory & Neva Cole, Gull

Justin & Nichole Biebighauser, Gull David Eischens, Gull

Jennifer & Dennis Bussey, Gull

PHOTOS WANTED

Do you have photos taken around the Gull Lake Chain that you'd like to share? We always need pictures for
the newsmagazine, website and social media. We especially have a shortage of winter, autumn and other
fun activities on the lakes! You will be given credit for any photographs appearing in the newsmagazine
and a description of the picture is helpful. Your snapshots can be sent at full size (minimum 300DPI) to Sue

Friedrichs at info@gcola.org.
THANK YOU!

Photo by Jaimie Marx Photo by Maranda McCarthy
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SCHEDULE ,.ON LINE

YOUR SCHEDULE, YOUR WAY

Say goodbye to waiting for the clinic to open or rearranging your day

to make a simple phone call. You can now schedule at your convenience.
Primary Care - Women’s Health - Pediatrics - Orthopedics - Podiatry

Make your health a top priority - day or night.

N W

EssentiaCareers.org ESSE ntia Health EssentiaHealth.org



WEATHER REPORTING OPPORTUNITY

Dave Anderson, Website Manager

The
Collaborative

Community
Rain,

unique, non-profit,
community-based
network of volunteers
of all ages and
backgrounds  working
together to measure
and map precipitation
(rain, hail, and snow). By using low-cost measurement
tools, stressing training and education, and utilizing
an interactive wabsite, its aim is to provide the highest
guality data for natural resource, education and
research applications.

We are looking for volunteers to track rain, hail and
snowfall amounts in the Gull Lake area. The amount
of precipitation can vary widely over an area as large
as the Gull Lake Chain. Having a good record of
precipitation amounts can help the National Weather
Service to understand what’s happening in our area.
Right now, there are only three official CoCoRaHS
recording stations (Bass Lake, Lake Margaret & Hole
in the Day Lake). This leaves a great deal of area
on the southern end of the chain unmonitored. Your
joining the CoCoRaHS network can close that gap in
readings. The only cost of joining CoCoRaHS is the
purchase of an extremely accurate rain gauge that
can be purchased for about $35.

Don’t worry that you need

’to report every day, just

when you have time.

Once you are signed up,

: you can see your reports

y ) on their website along

% ,,/ with all of the over 20,000

reporting locations across

' the country. You can see

PO RS the history of precipitation

each day from your

computer or  smart

phone. Simply go to www.

cocorahs.org and zoom in on the map whether you
are a member or not.

¢

Hail and Snow Network 3 .
(CoCoRaHS) is a

=2 On a trip to Fort Collins
last summer, | had the
% pleasure of meeting the
% founder of CoCoRaHS
(Nolan Doesken) who
2 started the program 25
| years ago after a major
rain event in Ft. Collins.
He is still very active in
CoCoRaHS even after
retirement from Colorado State University. He writes a
newsletter called “The Catch” with some great insights
into weather and many other things of interest.

‘We have seen CoCoRaHS flourish over northern
Minnesota, especially over the last couple of years.
High density, high-quality observations are crucial
for meteorologists at the National Weather Service
to accurately track and forecast small scale weather
phenomena, like summer-time thunderstorms and
heavy snow bands in the winter. The better our
observation dataset, the better our forecasts can be.
In the Gull Lake area, this is especially critical because
of our radar coverage (or lack thereof) in that neck of
the woods. Because the area is so far away from the
closest radars (Duluth, Twin Cities, and Grand Forks),
the radar beam is intersecting storms and weather
very high in the cloud, and we can’t always clearly
see what is happening closer to the ground. Having
actual ground truth reports that have been measured
by trained observers with good equipment in these
locations is crucial.” (Ketzel Levens — NWS Duluth)

If you are interested in joining the CoCoRaHS network,
please call Dave Anderson at 218-963-3121 or email
me at dla920@charter.net or simply sign up at www.
cocorahs.org. I'll be happy to answer any questions
you might have about CoCoRaHS.
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Creative

Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design, LAKES

offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals. PR\\I‘N,TxWG

We want to be your printer.
Please contact us. WHATFVER IT TAKFS

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com

Built to Excellence.
Built to Last.
Built to Please.

_-;.,% BUILDERS Inc.
WEs HANSON
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND PROFESSIONAL DESIGN

weshansonbuilders.com
License #003452
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BECOME A MEMBER

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, Federal Tax ID #41-1272492.
Dues are $50 per year and any donations above the annual membership dues are greatly appreciated
and recognized in the spring newsmagazine. No goods or services were provided in exchange for your
membership and donation.

Please use this form and mail your dues to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 -or- log in to our
website at https://www.gcola.org/shop to pay with your credit or debit card.

If you are unsure if you are current with your dues, call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156 or send an email to
info@gqcola.org to find out.

THANK YOU
2024 Gull Chain of Lakes Association Dues (January 1 to December 31) $50.00
Additional Donation (Optional)
$__ Agquatic Invasive Species Contingency Fund $_ BuoyExpenses $__ Board Discretion

0 Please keep my additional donation(s) anonymous
Total Payment $

o Check enclosed

o Please bill my credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover)
Expiration Date Card Number Amount $
Signature

Please contact me via email regarding the following volunteer opportunities:
o AIS Committee o Communications o Gala o Government Relations
o Lake Steward o Loon Programs o Membership Committee o Water Quality Testing

o Existing Member o New Member

Name

Second or Company Name

Mailing Address
City State/Zip

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

We use email to keep you informed and request your input on issues impacting the Gull Lake Chain.

Email Second Email

Lake Address

City State/Zip

Lake Name Location on Lake (side, bay, etc.)

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association does not sell, trade,
swap or in any other way use your data except for official GCOLA use.


http://www.gcola.org/shop
mailto:info@gcola.org

'F- Tree In]ecuons
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Assessmg Hazardous Trees :
\, o'
o vTree Removal "

A Locel Gompany You G Trost Promivom Madch ond Wood Chips

218.825.8207 - WWW.MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM

5906 Pine Beach Rd, Brainerd, MN 56401 o

o
TCTA Insured/Certified - FREE Estimates

)

y B. Johnson & Assoc., Lid.

~ CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ACCOUNTING:
Personal & Business Financial Statemeng

AUDITING: mmmmmmm—
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING: mu
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING : ms
Management & Computer AdvisgrServices

FINANCIAL PLANNING : eumm—

Personal & Business Financial Planning

TAX SERVICES: mummmmmmm
Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

Bruce Johnson, CPA ¢ Chris Ford, CPA
Jacen Gondringer, CPA * Tad Johnson, CPA * Tom Teasck, CPA

218-829-3501 8+ file 218-829-3501

416 S 6th St Nisswa Office
Ste 200 - B- @ Kurilla Building #2

Brainerd, MN 56401 Nisswa, MN
www.brainerdCPA.com

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

WEE Providing the best in home entertainment,
o B automation, and security systems

E]..'f‘\.&’ for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas
DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM 218-330-4140

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER t:m -

NISSWA
D OCI{

DOCKS:- LI!‘TS SERVICE

24428 SMILEY ROAD, NISSWA MN

Toll free | 800-322-3525
Web | NISSWADOCK.COM




TREE GIVEAWAY

Saturday, May 4
9:30-11:30 am
Sunshine’s Summerhouse
2008 Hill Dr, Fairview Township

Tree seedlings were chosen to endure extreme
weather conditions for
Minnesota north central region-
bur oak, sugar maple, white pine, jack pine,
white spruce and black cherry

Questions?
Contact Kris Driessen 507-363-1753

GET THE Just one lead sinker or jig swallowed will kil
LEAD OUT a loon! Get lead-free samples while supplies last.

WANTED EOD VOLUNTEERS Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

Water quality is important because
it can affect how we enjoy the lake.
£ When the lake’'s water quality is
& good, people have no hesitation
leaping off the end of their dock. This
will be our tenth year measuring the
water quality of our lakes. Please join
us in celebrating this anniversary
by becoming a volunteer. You will
be mailed two sampling kits in
May. Each kit contains a sample
bottle and a postage paid mailing
box for the sample bottle. When
your sample has been collected,
you just put it in the box and mail
it. Participants collect one sample
any day in June and one sample
any day in August. You can join
the program by contacting Robert
Eliason at gcola.endofdock@gmail.
com. Please include your mailing
address for the kits and your lake
address for your sampling location.
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FROM THE LAB TO THE LAKE Steve Frawley, GCOLA Chair

10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

GCOLA was a proud sponsor of a table at the 10th anniversary Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Research Center
(MAISRC) “From the Lab to the Lake” event on December 7 at the McNamara Alumni Center on the University
of Minnesota’s Twin Cities campus. This event provided an opportunity to connect with researchers and
concerned lake association representatives across Minnesota on the topic of aquatic invasive species (AIS).
This informative event featured interactive exhibits, a celebration of MAISRC accomplishments, and a focus
on what'’s in store for the future of MAISRC.

——
g
Biofilms are Important to Zebra Mas: ttachment

-

Colton Castonguay conducts a poster
session to discuss methods for reducing the
spread of zebra mussels

| had a chance to meet with other concerned lake association leaders regarding AlS and listen to remarks by
Dr Nick Phelps, our recent Gala speaker, and Executive Director of MAISRC. Claire and Ron Faust, Gull Lake
residents and GCOLA contributors, are shown at our table and enjoyed the dinner and events throughout the
evening.




LOOKING FOR
SUMMER WORK?

ADOPT-A-BUOY

_—~GuLL CHAIN OF UPPER GULL LAKE

A LAKES ASSOCIATION

BASS LAKE /5

ADOPT-A-BUOY MAP
March 22, 2024

Bay

NISSWA LAKE

Green Number: Buoy is available
for adoption with a one time-
payment of $500 for five years.
Contact jaymeklecker3@aim.com for
more information.

ROY LAKE

nnnnn

LAKE MARGARET

Ahlmquist Bay

“ Help prevent the spread of aqua€pc invasive species and share
our vision of being Minnesota’s favorite place

" Weekend work May through September

“ Hours range from 18-40 hours per week

LOVE LAKE " Star€png wage $18 per hour

" Individual must be 17 years of age or older

“ Smart phone/ device experience required, no other experience
GULL LAKE

necessary

Apply online at
CROWWING | www.crowwing.gov/careers
<OUNIY___ | or Contact 822-7030

MINNESOTA

vvvvv

2024 ICE FISH I NG TOU RNAM ENT Dan Simon, Chair, Fisheries Committee

HELLO FELLOW FISHING FANS!

The famous Brainerd Jaycees Ice fishing Extravaganza had to shift to a virtual tournament with entrants fish-
ing numerous lakes in the region and sending in pictures against an endorsed measuring device with a GPS
and time stamp verifying the catch. Everyone loves the opportunity to gather at the annual event, but kudos
go out to the Brainerd Jaycees for their yearlong efforts to pull off the normally challenging logistics and then
have to shift completely due to ice conditions, and still pull off a great event.

The top three winners were:

Species Length Points
1 Chhorn Chhang Perch 14.50 109.41
2 Kevin George Walleye 29.25 98.75
3 Mike Erholtz Walleye 28.50 95.00


mailto:jaymeklecker3@aim.com
http://www.crowwing.gov/careers
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INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
DOCK CLEANING

DOCK AND LIFT SALES

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

LAKES
PRINTING

WHATEVER IT TAKES

LAKES PRINTING
CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY

Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is

allowed access to our Association member list and only for
the purpose of mailing our newsletter. They have issued the
following confidentiality policy.

We have a strict policy of confidentiality. We will not sell,
trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything
except mailing your newsletter. We understand fully that
you are the owner of the list and we simply have an electronic
copy on our system for your use. This policy is not just for
the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied to all

customers.
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BRADOW DOCK
PROUDLY SERVING THE LAKES AREA
SINCE 1993

CANOPY CLEANING AND STORAGE

CANOPY SALES AND REPAIR . iy

WWW.BRADOWDQCK:COM

218.963.0431

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER SINCE 1922!

o

TOYOTA

MILLS.

W eme @ RS

LINCOLN BuUicCK

WWW.MILLSAUTO.COM st

HOME OF THE MILLS MADE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!

CHRYSLER

» Carpet & Upholstery
» Hardwood Floor Cleaning
» Granite Countertop Renewal

4 YEARS!

+ Most carpets dry in 1-2 hours, NOT DAYS!!!
+NO soapy residue left over to re-attract dirt
+ Safe and non toxic hypo allergenic

+ Carpets stay cleaner longer

+ Pet and odor specialists

chemdryofthelakes.com
Cdofthelakes@midco.net

(218) 828-4320

Independently Owned & Operated

Serving Crow Wing, Aitkin, Morrison, Todd,
N. Mille Lacs and Southern Cass Counties

All work performed by owners Jeff & Tracy
Swenson with over 27 years experience.



http://www.bradowdock.com/
mailto:Cdofthelakes@midco.net

YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WORKING FOR YOU

Aquatic Invasive Species Committee (AlS)

» Coordinates with the City of Lake Shore Police Department to
provide watercraft inspections for invasive species.

» Conducts two inspections at 24 locations to look for AlS.

* Donates annually to the University of Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) for zebra mussel
research.

» Fulfills AIS prevention needs including establishing a boat
power wash station at the USACE public access ramp.

Communications Committee

* Maintains a website, a member group email service and social
media to provide timely communication.

* |Issues four newsmagazines per year to keep members
informed about association programs and important issues
affecting the Gull Lake Chain.

Environmental Committee

* Monitors water quality of our lakes and stream inlets through
gquantitative chemical analysis. Samples are collected by
GCOLA volunteers and analysis completed by a licensed
environmental laboratory.

* Measures water quality during the summer by secchi disk
readings taken by GCOLA volunteers.

* Promotes star gazing and northern lights viewing through
educational initiatives on light pollution.

Finance/Audit Committee

» Oversees the GCOLA AIS Fund with BLACF, the Gull Chain
Preservation Endowment Fund with Initiative Foundation and
the AIS Contigency Fund which provide long term funding for
fighting and eradicating AIS.

+ Manages and provides oversight of finances and audit process.

Fisheries Committee

» Attends annual Avid Angler discussion led by DNR and local
fishing guides and outdoor media.

» Stays informed on fishery-related research from the University
of Minnesota AIS Research Center.

Gala Committee
» Plans and executes annual fundraising Gala, including silent
auction, trip raffle, and event sponsorship.

Government Relations Committee

* Works with state legislators, the DNR, state agencies, and
local government units on lake issues and concerns.

* Works with other lake associations, county COLAs, and
state-wide lake-related organizations on common legislative
priorities.

Lake Steward Committee

* More than 185 lakeshore owners working to protect our lakes

with 97 Lake Steward awards to date.

Provides funding for approved shoreland naturalization

projects.

*+ Conducts a Tree Giveaway each spring to promote
naturalization of shoreland to protect water quality.

Loon Conservancy Committee

» Conducts a yearly loon count in the spring and late summer.

» Educates boaters on loon-safe boating practices.

* Promotes the Get the Lead Out loon safe-fishing program.

« Supports loon reproduction activities including loon nesting
platforms.

Membership Committee
* Conducts membership development programs to recruit and
retain individual, family, and business memberships.

Safety & Recreation Committee

* Purchases, installs, and maintains one of the premier
navigational buoy systems (100 buoys) in the State of
Minnesota. We also install more than 20 no wake enforcement
buoys for the sheriff ’'s department.

* Provides free maps, with boating rules and regulation, at three
public landings.

» Partners with Cass and Crow Wing County sheriffs to provide
free boat safety training for approximately 75 youth per year.

*  Works with county sheriffs on safety and enforcement issues
including donations for night vision equipment, a range finder,
and life jackets.

Last s’'mores of the season. Photo by Steve Brooks
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PREMIUM FLOATING DOCKS,
PORTS, AND ACCESSORIES

CALL TONY NELSON FOR A FREE
SHOREFRONT CONSULTATION!

Slmre.'.p‘fzmon@ér

DOCK & LIFT SYSTEMS —=
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M ISSION STATEMENT Photo by Joey Halvorson

- The Gull Chain of Lakes Association promotes the responsible
use of land and water resources, supports recreational safety,
strives to prevent and contain aguatic invasive species, and
works to improve water quality and shoreland habitat on the
Gull Lake Chgi.rl.scosystenmvf‘and in the future.
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