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are held at Grand View
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within the Norway Center.

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
I have just completed my first quarter as
GCOLA Chair and to say the least, it’s been
busy with lots of new things to learn. The
Finance Committee successfully completed
an audit for the years 2019 and 2020. I think
the most significant activities surrounded our •
committee structure and chairmanships.
First, with Chuck Herrig leaving the board, we had to find a
replacement for the Fisheries Committee. As we only have nine
board members, we decided to look outside our organization
for a chair. We wanted someone who is active in the Gull
fishing community and that has a passion for the sport. We
turned to our MN DNR Fisheries partner Marc Bacigalupi for
possible recommendations, and he came through! We’re very
happy to announce that Matt Etzell has agreed to chair the
Fisheries Committee. This committee will continue to focus
on stocking possibilities in cooperation with Marc and topics
related to keeping our lakes healthy for sustainable fishing.

Linda Harrier, GCOLA Chair

Johnston who will also be our representative for the MN
Loon Restoration Project as well as several other state and
national loon efforts. Loons have been her passion and we
are delighted that she will be helping GCOLA in these
efforts.
The Environmental Committee will continue to
be chaired by Robert Eliason. He will continue his
committee’s efforts on water quality such as the End of
Dock and Citizen Lake Monitoring. In addition, he will
add Light Pollution and Land Development projects as
they relate to water quality and protecting our chain of
lakes.

These new committees join the other current GCOLA
committees to advance the goals of GCOLA and its members.
Those committee chairs who are not board members will
become advisory board members. Contact information for
each of them is listed on the first page of the newsletter along
with board members. They are always looking for volunteers
to assist with these important efforts, so let them know if
Over the last year, the subject areas under the Environmental you’d like to help!
Committee have grown significantly and as a result we
reorganized it into three separate committees.
I hope you enjoy the remaining months of fall and had an
• The Lake Steward Committee will focus on both Lake enjoyable Thanksgiving with family and friends. As this issue
Steward and Shoreline Restoration programs plus include arrives winter (at least on the calendar) is knocking on our
our annual Tree Giveaway. This committee will be chaired door. Have a wonderful Holiday Season and I hope you can
by Dorothy Whitmer who is the creator of the Lake get out to enjoy our lakes in the snow!
Steward program which is now being adopted by other
organizations within Minnesota
Finally, I want to thank you for your continued support.
• The Loon Preservation Committee will coordinate our GCOLA enjoyed another successful year as we all move
existing loon programs (loon surveys, “Get the Lead toward a more “normal” life. Best wishes as we close out 2021
Out,” Safe Boating, etc.). This will be chaired by Sheila and open the door to an even better 2022!
Photo by Jill Kinsley
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CONGRATULATIONS LAKE STEWARDS
THANK YOU FOR PROTECTING OUR LAKES!

Jane and John Witmer

Pearl Geiger, granddaughter of
Gary & Nancy Geiger, Niece of
Tom, and Cindy Geiger

Trish Van Pilsum
(Paul Rasmussen not pictured)

John and Cathy Spicola

Jennifer Hagerty (Richard not pictured)
with Shannon and Caden, and canine
friend Moon Lake

Left to right, Sarah Mader (Brian), Miles and Elizabeth Mader,
Mary and Dave Hennies, Soren, and Rachel Hennies (Michael).

YOU CAN BE A LAKE STEWARD, TOO!

Go to gcola.org, click Get Involved, click Lake Steward, and click Click Here to Take the Quiz!
The lakes will thank you.
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DID YOU KNOW?
New ice is usually stronger than old ice.
Four inches of clear, newly-formed ice may support one
person on foot, while a foot or more of old, partially-thawed
ice may not.

©Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2021

Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can also adversely
affect the relative safety of ice.
The movement of fish can bring warm water up from the
bottom of the lake. In the past, this has opened holes in the
ice causing snowmobiles and cars to break through.

Ice seldom freezes uniformly.
It may be a foot thick in one location and only an inch or two For more information on ice safety contact the MN DNR
just a few feet away.
and ask for free ice safety publications, which include the
brochures, “Danger, Thin Ice” and “Cold Water Kills” and
Ice formed over flowing water and currents is often the wallet-sized reference card and 11X14 posters titled,
dangerous.
“Minimum Recommended Ice Thicknesses.” Metro (651)
This is especially true near streams, bridges, and culverts. 296-6157 or toll free outside the metro area 1-888-646-6367
Also, the ice on outside river bends is usually weaker due to or email the Information Center at info.dnr@state.mn.us
the undermining effects of the faster current.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Website
The insulating effect of snow slows down the freezing (online). Accessed Nov. 16, 2021, at mndnr.gov/copyright
process.
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 500 Lafayette
The extra weight also reduces how much weight the ice sheet Road St. Paul, MN 55155-4046
can support. Also, ice near shore can be weaker than ice that
is farther out.
Booming and cracking ice isn’t necessarily dangerous.
It only means that the ice is expanding and contracting as the
temperature changes.
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2021 LOON REPORT
Photo by Sheila Farrell Johnston

Juvenile loon on Upper Gull in November.
This is the only Upper Gull chick that survived the season.

Because some loons had abandoned their nests before the
nest survey dates, we extended the nest survey dates to
account for second nestings that occurred after the black fly
infestation had subsided. Fifteen active nests were counted.
On Upper Gull, there were five mated pairs of loons. All five
pairs abandoned their nests in May. Loons will often mate
again after nest failure, but only three of the Upper Gull pairs
mated again. One pair abandoned their second nest during
the third week of incubation. The other two pairs hatched
chicks around the Fourth of July, the most dangerous time for
loon survival on the chain.
Ninety-three adults and 13 chicks were counted during the
July survey. This is a significantly lower number of adults than
were counted in the peak year of 2020, when 125 adult loons
were counted. The ratio of chicks to nests was 1.1, which is
consistent with the previous two years. However, this does
not indicate the number of chicks that survived the season.
On Upper Gull, two chicks were killed in mid-July, and an
observer reported seeing them run over by a pontoon. An
informal survey of surviving chicks was done in September
on the northern lakes in the chain, and one chick survived on
Lake Margaret, one chick on Upper Gull, and one chick on
Roy Lake.

2021 proved to be another challenging season for loons on
the Gull Lake Chain. Our loons are generally on the nest
around May 1, and chicks typically hatch around June 1.
As in 2020, black flies were again the problem. Simulium
annulus are blood-sucking black flies that specifically attack
common loons. Infestations are often worse when a cold
spring is followed by a sudden warm up. They are problematic
for loons for about three weeks. If a heavy infestation occurs
during the incubation period, it can cause loons to abandon
their nests. If the loons persist with incubation despite the
relentless attacks of black flies, they face a serious threat from
blood-borne parasites which could weaken them and shorten Death by watercraft is one of the leading causes of loon
their lives.
mortality and boating cautiously near both adults and chicks
is imperative. Loon parents will not dive if they are protecting
Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated team of volunteers, two chicks, and heavy high-speed boat traffic puts both adults
loon surveys were conducted:
and chicks in frequent danger. Refraining from setting off
the spring nest survey and the July adult and chick survey. fireworks over the water where there are loons in the area,
Due to the impact of low water levels on boat access, we were using lead-free fishing tackle, picking up broken fishing line,
unable to conduct the August/September survey of surviving and preserving and restoring natural shorelines are actions we
chicks.
can take to protect our loons. Let’s give these actions our best
effort so that loons can thrive on the Gull Lake Chain!
Photo by Sheila Farrell Johnston

Ole and Lena, a pair who has nested for many years
on Upper Gull, feeding their newly hatched chicks
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Photo by Sheila Farrell Johnston

Ole yodeling a warning to a boat that has come too close.
Only male loons yodel.
Gull Chain of Lakes Association • Winter 2021

Sheila Johnston, Loon Preservation Committee Chair

Lake		 Counts
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
			
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
Nisswa
Spring
Nests
2
2
1
2
1
1
Summer
Adults
2
2
1
1
2
2
Summer
Chicks
0
0
0
0
2
1
Fall
Juveniles						1
Roy
Spring
Nests
0
2
0
0
0
0
Summer
Adults
7
6
4
9
4
10
Summer
Chicks
1
3
2
2
2
3
Fall
Juveniles						0
Bass/Spider
Spring
Nests
2
2
2
3
1
0
Summer
Adults
4
3
4
2
4
7
Summer
Chicks
1
1
2
0
2
0
Fall
Juveniles						0
Upper Gull
Spring
Nests
2
3
2
3
3
4
Summer
Adults
6
9
8
9
8
9
Summer
Chicks
1
6
2
2
5
2
Fall
Juveniles					2
2
Margaret
Spring
Nests
1
2
1
2
2
1
Summer
Adults
4
2
2
4
3
6
Summer
Chicks
0
0
0
2
1
2
Fall
Juveniles						0
Gull
Spring
Nests
7
6
5
4
3
8
Summer
Adults
29
54
49
81
49
73
Summer
Chicks
6
8
11
7
9
7
Fall
Juveniles						6
Love
Spring
Nests
0
0
0
0
1
0
Summer
Adults
6
0
0
0
0
2
Summer
Chicks
0
0
0
0
0
0
Fall
Juveniles						0
Green
Spring
Nests				 1
0
0
Summer
Adults					 0		
Summer
Chicks					 0		
Fall
Juveniles					0
0
Totals
		
Nests
14
17
11
15
11
14
Summer
Adults
58
76
68
106
70
109
Summer
Chicks
9
18
17
13
21
15
		Chicks/Nest
0.6
1.0
1.5
0.9
1.9
1.1
Fall
Juveniles						12
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Year
2020

Year
2021

2
2
0
0

1
2
0

1
6
4
4

0
2
1

0
2
1
1

1
3
0

5
12
2

5
10
1

0
3
0
0

1
4
1

6
98
7
7

5
68
8

0
0
0
0

1
2
0

0
2
2

0
2
2

14
125
16
1.1
14

15
93
13
1.1
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MATCHING VOLUNTEERS
WITH PROJECTS
When joining GCOLA, many of our members have checked several areas of interest in which they may have the time and
talents to engage on projects. The GCOLA communications committee is developing an on-line survey tool using Google
Forms to understand your areas of most interest and to see how your talents can be best matched with projects we have
underway throughout the year.
Once our survey is finalized, we will reach out to you over email and look for a good match in areas where you initially expressed
interest . Once we have identified a match, one of the committee chairs may contact you to further describe a volunteer need.
It usually doesn’t require a big-time commitment and working on a project to protect our Gull chain and surrounding habitat
can be very rewarding. We look forward to connecting further and working together!

END-OF-DOCK
ANNUAL REPORT

Robert Eliason,
Environmental Committee Chair

One measure of the health of our lakes is the concentration of
phosphorus in the water. Phosphorus is the limiting nutrient
that determines the amount of aquatic plant, especially
algae, growth in the lake. Our members have been collecting
samples to analyze for phosphorus for seven years. This year,
sixty members participated in the program!

can dissolve in the water. This would increase the phosphorus
concentration.
The graphs for the following lakes can be seen on our website
(www.gcola.org): Bass, Gull, Nisswa, Roy, and Upper Gull.
All the data is in an Excel file, and if you would like to see it,
email me at: gcola.endofdock@gmail.com.

The results for Lake Margaret are shown in the graph. It appears
that there is more phosphorus in the water in August than Samplers are always needed, especially for the smaller
in June. A possible explanation is that boat traffic is stirring lakes. Please volunteer by contacting me at
up the bottom sediment. When the sediment is re-suspended gcola.endofdock@gmail.com.
by prop-wash, phosphorus attached to the sediment particles
Lake Margaret

75
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BECOME A LAKE AMBASSADOR!
Communities play an important role in every aspect of our
lives. Having a sense of community unites us and can give us
opportunities to connect with people from our area. With so
many isolated during COVID, many changes have prompted
people to reconsider the significance of neighborhood,
bringing the concept of ‘meaningful belonging’ back into the
spotlight.
With this thought in mind, as chair of the membership
committee, I will be implementing a new “Lake Ambassador
Program” in the Spring of 2022. My goal is to one day have
ALL lakeshore residents members of GCOLA so that we can
continue to provide education, shoreline restoration, buoy
safety, maintain water quality, and fight off invasive species.
All of these goals and efforts undertaken by our association
have a direct and immediate impact on our day to day use and
enjoyment of the entire Gull Lake chain and your property
value as a lake homeowner. The GCOLA board is willing to
do the work if we have the financial support of the residents,
but I need your help to develop this program.

Claudia Allene,
Membership Committee Chair

Ambassadors can provide useful information about our lake
and GCOLA, plus it’s a great way to meet your neighbors! It’s
easy! All that is required is that you become a proud supporter
of the GCOLA effort and let your neighbors know. As we like
to say, “Proud and Loud!”
I have been a part of the Gull Lake community all my
life. It is dear to my heart, and I want to protect it from
the environmental changes that could interfere with our
enjoyment. Do you feel the same way? Luckily, there is a
group of like-minded residents who feel passionate enough
to invest their own time to meet the challenges we face. This
dedicated group is GCOLA. With your support you can help
strengthen our efforts towards our common goal to protect
and keep the Gull Chain of Lakes safe and beautiful for
generations to come. Help me spread the word and generate
memberships in your neighborhood. I urge you to help
develop this new program by joining me and become a Lake
Ambassador today.

For more information and how to get involved, please contact
As a “Lake Ambassador” you could serve as a friendly me at (218) 513-8922
reminder to inspire and motivate your friends, neighbors, and or ClaudiaAroundTheWorld@gmail.com
local business owners to help support the efforts of GCOLA.
Because our area has so many new families moving here, Lake
Photo by Mary Gibson
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Recommendations from the Minnesota Department of Health
https://www.health.state.mn.us

Providing certified, independent safe drinking water
testing to the Lakes Area since 1972.

218-829-7974
www. awlab.c o m
16326 Airport Rd | Brainerd, MN 56401

Creative

CAMERAS
LOW TEMP MONITORING
SECURITY SYSTEMS

Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area
We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

STAY CONNECTED WITH AN APP!

Serving Brainerd Lakes
For Over 30 Years!
FREE IN HOME SECURITY ASSESSMENTS - NO OBLIGATION!

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com
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CALL US TODAY!
(800) 735-1440

PeoplesSecurity.com/GCOLA
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STEWARDS
FOR THE GULL
LAKE CHAIN
MID-YEAR FINANCIAL
SUMMARY
Protecting the Future for You, Your Family and Your Business

OUR ENVIRONMENT
• Loon population surveys
• Shoreline protection and
enhancement programs
• Water quality monitoring

GET INVOLVED
• 950+ family & business members strong
• Exciting volunteer opportunities
• FUN! Annual Summer Gala Event

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
• Advocate for lake issues
with state legislators
• Interface with county, city,
and township governments
• Share with neighboring
lake associations

YOUR SAFETY
& ENJOYMENT
• 110 navigational buoys across
the Gull Lake Chain
• Boat Safety classes 75+ kids
• Partner with local sheriff departments

AQUATIC INVASIVE
SPECIES (AIS)
• Monitor & treat AIS through
lake surveys and spraying
• Augment funding for boat
inspections/decontaminations
• Financially support the
U of M AIS Research Center

NO

WHAT IT COSTS ANNUALLY
Education/Communication
$25,457

Lake Buoys

$29,698

$7,838

Habitat/Water
Quality

$28,924

AIS Fight

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
Gull
Chain of Lakes Association • Fall 2021
11ULL CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION • PO BOX 102, NISSWA, MN 56468 • INFO@GCOLA.ORG • WWW.GCOLA
G
.ORG

STARRY TREK 2021
Photo by MAISRC

In August of 2021, we held Starry Trek across the state of
Minnesota (our fifth annual event!), and it was once again a
huge success for early detection and monitoring efforts. On
Saturday, August 21, 206 volunteers gathered at rendezvous
sites throughout the state and searched a total of 281 public
accesses on 222 water bodies for starry stonewort and other
AIS.

Patrick Mulcahy, University of Minnesota

No new starry stonewort discoveries were made during Starry
Trek this year (yay!). Volunteers did manage to uncover a few
other aquatic invasive species during the event. In Dakota
County, volunteers found a new population of Eurasian
watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) in Thompson Lake.
In Sherburne County, volunteers found live freshwater golden
clam (Corbicua fluminea) in another inland Minnesota Lake,
Big Lake. While dead, empty shells had previously been
found in Big Lake. This is the first time we’ve been able to
document a living clam in that water body (and the second
documented occurrence of living Corbicula in an inland
Minnesota lake). Last year, the first case of live Corbicula in an
inland Minnesota lake was discovered by a young participant
that has led to a MAISRC rapid response project. Starry
Trek volunteers also reported numerous new observations of
Chinese and banded mystery snails, further improving our
knowledge of the distributions of these species.

BRAINERD AND BAXTER

GROCERY DELIVERY
NOW AVAILABLE
VISIT: SHOP.CUB.COM

Claudia Around The World Tours
Let’s go explore the world again!

License Number BC681135

1-844-ASK-4PRO
www.myexteriorpro.com
From local author

Steven A. Carr
The quest for
the Ojibwa treasure

Small Group Travel - 16 People Maximum
Claudia Allene, Independent Vacation Specialist
WORLD ENTERPRISE LLC

claudiaaroundtheworld@gmail.com
ClaudiaAroundTheWorld.com
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Available from:
Amazon, Outskirts Press, and
Madden Bros. Store.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
John Anderson and Lindsay Holmgren.......................Gull
Susan & Doug Arndt..................................................Gull
Karen Barnes...............................................................Gull
Richard & Beth Barnett..........................................Nisswa
Kathryn & James Bishop
BS Gull Lake LLC
Gregory & Kimberly Cameron................................Nisswa
Craig & Laurie Campbell............................................Gull
Robert & Christine Cochran....................................... Roy
Timothy Commers......................................................Gull
DKPA Rental LLC......................................................Gull
Daryl & Judith Durum...............................................Gull
Jon & Michelle Engstrand...........................................Gull
Dennis Gerber.............................................................Gull
Chad & Andrea Gossard............................................. Roy
Green Valley Associates
Cole Hanson and Zorbaz
on Gull Lake Real Estate Inc..........................Upper Gull
Jennifer Hicks
Todd & Lorri Jennings
Jones Black Bear Lodge LLC.......................................Gull
Scott & Ann Kennedy.................................................Gull
Rich & Elizabeth Kleber and Starry Pines LLC... Margaret
David & Jen Kretsch...................................................Gull
Ronald Lillestrand............................................Upper Gull
Steven & Gloria Long..............................................Spider

David & Amy Lui
Kris & Stacia Martin...................................................Gull
Todd & Erin Milburn......................................Upper Gull
Virginia Mulcahy........................................................Gull
William & Kathryn Murtha........................................ Roy
Marvin & Patricia Nicolai...........................................Gull
Scott & Leah Olson....................................................Gull
Pennington Square Inc
Pine Beach Lake Home Trustee LLC...........................Gull
Thomas & Michelle Plombon
Mike & Heather Rasmussen
Robert & Lesli Rauch
Jeffrey & Daina Ritter.............................................Nisswa
James & Laurel Schewe...............................................Gull
Michael & Lynn Smith...............................................Gull
Keith Soderlund and Julie Brooks
Brad & Jean Sorenson.................................................Gull
Corey & Rhonda Topp.....................................Upper Gull
Twin City Garage Door Company
Heath & Amy Walker.................................................Gull
Michelle Weber................................................Upper Gull
Pam Westman.............................................................Gull
Tad & Tracy Wikstrom................................................ Roy
Craig & Kristy Wilfahrt..............................................Gull
Robert & Jill Zimmer..................................................Gull

GCOLA PROFILE
LINDA HARRIER,
GCOLA CHAIR
What does it mean to be “living
the dream”? To be honest, in
the 1980’s I didn’t expect it to
be the Brainerd Lakes Area,
but that’s what it turned out to
be and I couldn’t be happier.
Fishing, golf, boating are my
three favorite things, and they
don’t get any better than here.

inherit. It was then that I fell in love with the Gull Lake area,
first doing the weekend migrations every Friday and then,
thanks to the Internet, we were able to build the home of our
dreams in 2007 while continuing my technology sales career.
I have gained a true appreciation of the many resources we
have here on the Gull Lake Chain and how they need to be
protected.

In 2014 I joined the GCOLA board, but at the time I did not
really appreciate all that they did. I was fortunate to participate
in the 2015 Strategic Planning sessions where we formalized
GCOLA’s objectives and created a plan with defined goals and
The first sixty years of my life were spent primarily in the implementation plans. This is when our committee structure
Twin Cities area. My first introduction to the Lakes area was began, and it has served us well over the years.
attending Camp Lake Hubert. After that I remember staying
with my parents at Grand View and playing the Brainerd golf I am honored that I was asked to assume the position of Chair
course that, as I remember, had sand greens! I grew up in of the board on the resignation of Chuck Herrig. I’m hoping
and graduated from St. Louis Park in 1965. I married my I can continue the positive impacts that GCOLA has had, in
husband Bruce Harrier in 1976 and it was his family that had addition to making recommendations that address changes in
the property on Bass Lake that we have been lucky enough to our environment – both human and Mother Nature.
Gull Chain of Lakes Association • Winter 2021
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ADOPT-A-BUOY
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Joel Meyer, Safety & Recreation Committee

If you are out of ideas for what to get loved ones for as near as possible to the desired location of the sponsor. This
Christmas or you would like to adopt a buoy this can be a is a great way of supporting GCOLA and our buoy program.
great conversation starter during the holidays.
Please consider being part of the Adopt-a-Buoy program,
Under the Adopt-a-Buoy program, buoys can be sponsored: discuss it around the holidays. Deadline to make sure your
• .As a memorial, or for a birthday or anniversary
buoy is identified with a nameplate for the 2022 boating
• Adopted by a family,
season is February 1, 2022. Any time after that, the nameplate
• To advertise a business
may be attached once the buoy is installed for the season. All
sponsorships are on a first come basis.
The cost of adopting is $500 for five years, which is the
association’s cost to purchase and maintain a buoy and its light. Contact:
Maintenance includes installation, removal, and replacement Joel Meyer joel.meyer@mnpapamurphys.net
of a buoy if hit or destroyed by a boater. The buoys are placed Jay Chaney jay@boatsandbeyondrentals.com

ADOPT-A-BUOY

Photo by Unknown

“our focus is on you”

Dr. Jackie McCall
7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425
218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937

midwestfamilyeyecenter.com
Gull Chain of Lakes Association • Winter 2021

FUTURE
PROOF YOUR
HOME
Connect to the fastest
internet in town, with speeds
up to 1 Gig, that's 1,000 Mbps!
Call today!
(800) 753-9104 | (218) 454-1234
goctc.com |
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LAKE STEWARD
“TURNS 100”!

Dorothy Whitmer,
Lake Steward Committee Chair

Thank you, over 100 families who welcomed GCOLA Lake Steward for site visits on their property on the Gull Lake Chain!
Congratulations to our 63 Lake Stewards (blue pointers), 27 of whom made changes such as removing invasive plants, growing
buffer zones, and eliminating fertilizer and pesticides, to earn the GCOLA Lake Steward Award and protect two and a half
miles of Gull Lake Chain lakeshore. And a special thanks to our 45 candidates (orange) who opened their properties to us
and are also striving to become Lake Stewards to protect our lakes. MPCA 2020 data on runoff into the Gull Lake Chain
shows that if we can make these changes together, we can ensure that our water quality is sustainable into the future, and more
resistant to invasive species. Go to gcola.org, click Get Involved, click Lake Steward and click Click Here to take the Quiz
to get started. You can’t imagine the reward.
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DH Docks
www.dhdocks.com
218-963-2566
instagram/facebook:
@dhdocksnisswa

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
John & Joan Akin........................................Environmental
Claudia Allene...............Environmental, Gala, Membership
Steve Allex..................................................................... AIS
Todd Amerman.......................................Loon Preservation
Dave Anderson...... Communications, Environmental, Gala
Marian Anderson.........................................................Gala
Patrick & Pamela Aydt.................................Environmental
Marc Bacigalupi.....................................................Fisheries
Emily & Randy Bauernfeind...................Loon Preservation
Greg Beck....................................................Environmental
Steve Bergan.................................................Environmental
Tim Bergin..............................................................Finance
Renee Billington-Woolley........................Loon Preservation
Lorraine Birskovich.....................................Environmental,
........................................................Government Relations
Pat Birznieks.......................................Environmental, Gala
Uldis Birznieks............... Environmental, Finance, Fisheries
John & Mary Boeder...............................Loon Preservation
Darryl & Nancy Briley.................................Environmental
Ron Carlson............................................Loon Preservation
Jay Chaney...........................................Safety & Recreation
Melissa Chaney............................................................Gala
Mike Chase....................Environmental, Loon Preservation
Laura Cook..................................................Environmental
April Cranston...............Environmental, Loon Preservation
Rhoda Drake......................... Environmental, Lake Steward
Kris Driessen.................................................. Lake Steward
Kevin Egan............................................................ Attorney
Jane & Gary Edwards..........................Environmental, Gala
Robert Eliason......................................AIS, Environmental
Bob and Laura Eng......................................Environmental
Nicole Erickson............................................................. AIS
Matt Etzell.............................................................Fisheries
David Foster.................................................Environmental
Steve Frawley...........................Gala, Government Relations
Kenneth Fricke.............................................Environmental
Larry Friedrichs..............................Gala, Loon Preservation
Sue Friedrichs..........................................Communications,
............................ Environmental, Gala, Loon Preservation
Sharon Gibbons......................................Loon Preservation
Joe & Shannon Glenn..................................Environmental
Rosemary Goff........................................Communications,
.............. Environmental, Finance, Gala, Loon Preservation
Dale Goodhue..............................................................Gala
Troy Gustafson.............................................Environmental
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Dana Gutzman............................................................. AIS
Linda Harrier....................... Environmental, Finance, Gala
Alice Harris.........................................Environmental, Gala
Diane & Denny Hartogh........................Loon Preservation
Julie Hepburn..............................................Environmental
Lise & Dan Herren......................................Environmental
Chuck Herrig.........................................................Fisheries
Lori Herrig...................................................................Gala
Anne Holub.................................................Environmental
Kurt Hunstinger...........................................Environmental
Barbara Huso..........................................Loon Preservation
John Ingleman..........................................Communications
Lori & Jeff Iverson..................................Loon Preservation
Dan Janochoski............................................Environmental
Arla Johnson................................................Environmental
Sheila Johnston................ Lake Steward, Loon Preservation
Beth Jones....................................................................Gala
Dennis Kamstra......................................Loon Preservation
Joyce Kamstra...............................................................Gala
Steve Katka......................................Government Relations
Jayme & Michelle Klecker............................Environmental
Darrell & Jane Kolden.................................Environmental
Kathy Kosobud.......................................Loon Preservation
Molly Krakowski............Environmental, Loon Preservation
Tina Lahti....................................................Environmental
Judy & Bill LaTour......................................Environmental
David Levine ...............................................Environmental
Kathy Lundberg..............Communications, Environmental
Rodger Lundblad....................................Loon Preservation
Tom & Nancy Lundeen..........................Loon Preservation
Terry & Susan Lutz.................................Loon Preservation
Arleen Macko...............................................Environmental
Beverly Marx................................................Environmental
Tom (Kyle) McClintick................................Environmental
Shelley McDonald........................................Environmental
Mike McGray..........................................Loon Preservation
Jon Mendel......................................Government Relations
Joel Meyer............................................Safety & Recreation
Marv Meyer............................................................Finance
Lynne Miller................................................Environmental
Dave Misukanis............................................Environmental
Kristen Moran.........................................Loon Preservation
Heather Mullane.....................................Communications,
.....................................Environmental, Loon Preservation
Mark Mullane.........................................Loon Preservation
Gull Chain of Lakes Association • Winter 2021

Catherine Munsch........................................Environmental
Steve & Sue Peterson....................................Environmental
Tim Plude..................................................................... AIS
Jack & Katherine Plummer..........................Environmental
Gordon & Judy Pryor..................................Environmental
Rick Quackenbush...............................AIS, Environmental
Gloria & Jerry Rose......................................Environmental
Gerald & Carol Rupp....Environmental, Loon Preservation
John & Margie Sampsell.........................Loon Preservation
Kip & Cindy Sandoz...........................Environmental, Gala
Vicki Shurson...............................................Environmental
Annabel and Olivia Smith............................Environmental
Kevin Smith.................................................Environmental
Mike & Lynn Smith.....................................................Gala
Vicki Smith.........................................Environmental, Gala
Don Snell................................................Loon Preservation
George Sommerfeld.....................................Environmental

Maris Speckmann.........................................................Gala
Tom & Patty Steiger.....................................Environmental
Ken Stover..............................................................Fisheries
Ann Swenson...............................................................Gala
Tim Thoele......................................Government Relations
Bob Toberg.....................Environmental, Loon Preservation
Phyllis Trcka.................................................................Gala
Brian Turner.........................................Safety & Recreation
Deb Van Roy................................................Environmental
Barbara Zapffe Vielma..................................Environmental
Jennie & Jim Ward.......................................................Gala
Dorothy Whitmer.......................................... Lake Steward
Karen & Patrick Wiederaenders...................Environmental
Michelle & Alex Wilson..........................Loon Preservation
John & Jane Witmer....................................Environmental
Jim & Mary Woll...........Environmental, Loon Preservation

Sorry if we inadvertently missed you. Please contact us at info@gcola.org with details.

Gull Chain of Lakes Association • Winter 2021
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Steve Frawley,
Government Relations Committee Chair

The government relations committee, chaired by Steve Another member, Jon Mendel, was announced in the Fall
Frawley, is pleased to add new members.
2021 issue of our newsmagazine and is also a new member of
the GCOLA board.
The most recent additions are Tim Thoele and Lorraine
Birskovich.
One continuing member is Steve Katka. Steve joined the
committee in October of 2020. He is CEO/General Manager
Tim Thoele and his wife Patricia have a cabin on Gull Lake. of Albany Telephone Company located in Albany, MN where
Tim currently works as a Financial Advisor for The Principal he resides with his wife Kathy. Steve and Kathy also enjoy
Group in the Twin Cities.
being at their home on Gull Lake and hope to spend much
more time there in the not-too-distant future.
Lorraine Birskovich had her first visit to the north shore of
Gull Lake in 1972 and moved there full time in 2008. She is Welcome to these volunteers and we appreciate their efforts
a retired physician who loves nature and the outdoors.
in the outreach and advocacy they do on behalf of GCOLA.

Tim Thoele
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Lorraine Birskovich

Steve Katka
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Built to Excellence.
Built to Last.
Built to Please.

weshansonbuilders.com
License #003452

24142 Smiley Rd

backyardmn.com

Nisswa MN 56468

info@backyardmn.com

218-454-1065

877-365-4034
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FUND UPDATES
Endowment Fund
$600,000

$500,000
$437,000 as
of 9/30/2021
$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

In partnership with the Initiative Foundation, GCOLA established a perpetual Gull Chain
Preservation Endowment Fund to provide long term funding to preserve and improve
the ecosystem of the Gull Lake Chain. To donate, make checks payable to the Initiative
Foundation, with Gull Chain Fund in the memo line, and mail to the Initiative Foundation,
405 First St SE, Little Falls, MN 56345.

AIS Contingency Fund

GCOLA maintains easy access to these funds in case of an AIS emergency on the Gull Lake
Chain. To donate to this fund go to https://www.gcola.org/shop, download the donation form
and mail with a check to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468.

Thank You!

$100,000

12/31/2020
$ 187,000
12/31/2018
$ 130,000

12/31/2015
$ 65,000

12/31/2016
$ 85,000

9/30/2021
$ 194,000

12/31/2019
$ 152,000

12/31/2017
$ 105,000

LOOKING FOR
AIS VOLUNTEERS!

Rick Quackenbush, AIS Committee Chair

As the new chair of the AIS committee, I took the AIS Detector program
which was very interesting and valuable in learning how to locate and
identify different aquatic invasive species. The information about this
course, which will be offered Spring of 2022, can be located at https://
maisrc.umn.edu/ais-detectors. The website describes the course as “an
introduction to aquatic invasive species science, identification, and
surveillance. You will learn how to report invasive species, best practices
for preventing the spread of AIS, relevant rules and regulations, and how
to search for invasive species on your own.” Ideally GCOLA needs at least
one AIS detector for each lake. If you are interested in taking the free class,
please contact info@gcola.org.
I’m looking for additional volunteers to help with various AIS projects
throughout the year or to become a member of GCOLA’s AIS committee.
Please contact me, Rick Quackenbush at
rwq1946@gmail.com if you’re interested in this important work.
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Trust your Water Treatment
and Heating & Cooling to Us.
Local & family-owned since 1987 • Earning the Right to be Recommended!™

We pride ourselves on providing superior
service—we respect you,
your time and your home.
Our 100% performance
guarantee is backed by the
best material, product and labor warranties in the business.

We solve problem water. GUARANTEED.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR

FREE

WATER ANALYSIS*
AND/OR

YOUR HOME DESIGNED FOR YOU.
S E R VIN G B R A IN E R D L AKE S & THE TW I N C I TI E S

612-327-7582
northhouse-rd.com

5411 Lakers Lane, Ste 204
Nisswa, MN 56468

The perfect

HEATING & COOLING
NEW SYSTEM ESTIMATE.
AquariusHS.com
HEATING & COOLING

888.674.6509

* Free water
test includes
hardness, iron, pH,
tds and chlorine

KineticoMN.com
WATER TREATMENT

venue for...

Family Events • Birthdays • Weddings
Company Outings • Special Events

Photo by: Cameron &
Tia Photography

218-831-0126
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2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES
The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, Federal Tax ID #41-1272492. Dues are $50
per year and any contributions above the dues are greatly appreciated.
Please use this form and mail your dues to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 -or- log in to our website at
https://www.gcola.org/shop to pay with your credit or debit card.
If you are unsure if you are current with your dues, call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156 or send an email to info@gcola.org to find out.
THANK YOU FOR BEING A MEMBER
2022 Gull Chain of Lakes Association Dues (January 1 to December 31)

$50.00

Additional Donation (Optional)
$_____Aquatic Invasive Species Expenses $_____Endowment Fund $_____Buoy Expenses $_____Board Discretion
o Please keep my additional donation(s) anonymous
Total Payment $___________
o Check enclosed
o Please bill my credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover)
Expiration Date_______________ Card Number ________________________________ Amount $_____________
Signature ________________________________________________
Please contact me/us via email regarding the following volunteer opportunities:
[ ] AIS Detector Training [ ] Gala Event [ ] Gala Silent Auction [ ] Government Relations
Loon Programs: [ ] Get the Lead Out Event [ ] Nest and Population Surveys
		
[ ] Sign &/or Nesting Platform Construction [ ] Transport to Rehab Clinic
[ ] Lake Steward [ ] Media Relations [ ] Membership Ambassador [ ] Water Quality Testing
First Name(s) _________________________________ Last Name_____________________________________
Second or Company Name ____________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State/Zip _____________________________________
Primary Phone _______________________________ Alternate Phone _________________________________
We use email to keep you informed and request your input on issues impacting the Gull Lake Chain.
Email_____________________________________ Second Email______________________________________
Lake Address (if different than your mailing address) _________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State/Zip ______________________________________
Lake Name ____________________________________ Location on Lake (side, bay, etc.) _____________________
The Gull Chain of Lakes Association does not sell, trade, swap or in any other way use your data except for official GCOLA use.
23

Gull Chain of Lakes Association • Winter 2021

Minnetonka

BETTER PRICING • BETTER SERVICE

BEST VALUE

218-824-8727
www.wastepartnersinc.com
Online & Auto Pay Available
ACH Payment Discount
Cruise through a life without worry
at Avidor Minnetonka.

Baxter, Brainerd, Gull Lake, Lakeshore, Merrifield,
Nisswa, North Long, Round Lake, Pillager

55+ Active Adult Apartment Homes
Call 952-314-2425 to learn about our move-in specials
or to schedule a tour.
12610 Ridgedale Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55305
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AvidorMinnetonka.com

FASTEST GROWING WASTE
COLLECTION BUSINESS IN
“THE LAKES AREA”
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MY SKATING RINK DRIVEWAY
HELP! Our driveway is a bobsled run! The weather during
the night was awful - a little freezing rain then a couple of
inches of snow on top. Our driveway has a hill in it. We had
an early appointment. As we started down the hill, we were
suddenly in an enclosed bobsled. Out of control. Heading
towards a car-swallowing snowbank. At the last moment,
the car turned, and we were off to our appointment. We had
survived another Minnesota adventure with an ice-coated
driveway and sidewalk.

Robert Eliason
Environmental Committee Chair

The cheapest chloride deicer is sodium chloride also known
as rock salt, water softener salt, table salt or just salt. This
is the principal substance used to deice roads and to make
homemade ice cream. It is slow to act if thrown on ice and
works much better if there is a little water present. It will melt
ice down to about 15° F. Sodium is also impossible to remove
from a lake. Sodium chloride is a forever chemical.

Calcium chloride will act down to about -20° F. It works
relatively fast. As the compound interacts with melted ice
Our sidewalk, driveway, and turn-around area have all too water, heat is produced which may help melt ice. Calcium
frequently become a skating rink. I have a couple of methods chloride is slightly more environmentally friendly than
to deal with this situation. My first choice is sand because it sodium chloride because the calcium can be used by aquatic
is the most environmentally friendly. Kitty litter is also good and terrestrial life.
as it is just clay. On the hill, I usually just sand the tire tracks;
this keeps the amount
Magnesium chloride
of sand used low, but
melts ice down to
there have been times
about 10° F and
when sand fails me.
works relatively fast.
The sun comes out
Like calcium chloride,
and heats the sand,
it is slightly more
which melts a thin
environmentally
layer of ice causing
friendly than sodium
the water to cover the
chloride. It also is
sand. Next morning,
used by aquatic and
the sand is encased in
terrestrial life.
ice! Frustrating if this
An environmentally
happens repeatedly.
friendly
deicer
is
CMA, which is the
This is now the time
compound
calcium
to call on my second
magnesium
acetate.
choice - deicer! Deicers
The acetate part of the
all work on the
compound is the active
principle of lowering
Photo by Marian Anderson
chemical in vinegar
the temperature at
which water freezes. If this temperature is lower than the and is biodegradable. A disadvantage with this deicer is that it
outside temperature, the ice will melt. But which particular works only when the temperature is above 20° F.
deicer would I use? There are so many choices, so it is label
I minimize my use of a deicer and limit it to tire tracks for the
reading time for me.
following reason. In the spring, before the ground thaws, melt
There are three common deicer ingredients that are water can carry these deicers into the lake. Thus, if I used any
compounds of chloride. These three chloride compounds are of the chloride deicers, I would be salting the lake.
environmentally unfriendly. They can kill grass, flowers, trees,
and other plants. They can irritate paw pads of pets and they Lastly, if the label does not list the ingredient compounds,
can turn freshwater lakes into saltwater ones, resulting in a die I will not buy the product. When I do an online search of
off of aquatic plants and animals. Once chloride is in a lake it these products, they inevitably contain one of the chloride
compounds mentioned above. I prefer products that are
is practically impossible to remove it.
upfront with the consumer.
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Happy Holidays!
Grandma Bettie Jane’s Pies are
made from scratch & baked
fresh daily in our bakery.

Pies
Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

• Carpet & Upholstery
• Hardwood Floor Cleaning
• Granite Countertop Renewal
• Tile & Grout Cleaning

Chem Dry
of the Lakes

2 Years in a Row!

• Most carpets dry in 1-2 hours, NOT DAYS!!!
• NO soapy residue left over to re-attract dirt
• Safe and non toxic hypo allergenic
• Carpets stay cleaner longer
• Pet and odor specialists

chemdryofthelakes.com
Cdofthelakes@midco.net

(218) 828-4320
Independently Owned & Operated

All work performed by owners Jeff & Tracy
Swenson with over 24 years experience.

Serving Crow Wing, Aitkin, Morrison, Todd,
N. Mille Lacs and Southern Cass Counties

Mattson
COM PA N Y

Hwy. 371 South, P.O. Box 149
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468

3 MILES SOUTH OF NISSWA ON HWY 371

ReTreat
Yourself!

• FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY

“Quality Materials To Serve You Better”
We carry a full line of building materials for all your construction needs.
Marvin Windows ~ Acclimated Doors & more!

Mon.- Fri. 7am - 5pm

Phone: (218) 963-7470
Fax: (218) 963-7480
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Schedule your
landscape
project today!

SIGN UP for our enewsletter — including
upcoming events, tips and coupons!
Go to: LandsburgNursery.com
Call us today! 218.829.5519
16460 Hwy 371 North, Brainerd
LandsburgNursery.com
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LAKES PRINTING CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY
Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is allowed access to our Association
member list and only for the purpose of mailing our newsletter. They have issued the
following confidentiality policy.
We have a strict policy of confidentiality. We
will not sell, trade, swap or in any other way
use your list for anything except mailing your
newsletter. We understand fully that you are
the owner of the list and we simply have an
electronic copy on our system for your use. This
policy is not just for the Gull Chain of Lakes
Association, it is applied to all customers.

PROUDLY SERVING THE LAKES AREA
SINCE 1993

WWW.BRADOWDOCK.COM
218.963.0431

•

INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL

•

CANOPY CLEANING AND STORAGE

•

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE

•

DOCK AND LIFT SALES

•

DOCK CLEANING

•

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
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Your Boat Club - Gull Lake
Service, Storage, and Winerization & More!

Make Your 2021 Reservations Today!

WWW.YOURBOATCLUB.COM

OR CALL: 218-963-1010

Easily Accessible Gas Docks | On-the-Water Towing | C-Store | Full Parts & Accessories

Active Adult Lifestyle

u Amenity rich & maintenance free
u On beautiful Whitebirch Golf Course
u Resort Membership
u Golfing, indoor pool/fitness center & more
u award-winning dining options
u Shuttle Service
u Single level, ADA compliant
PMS Version

For more information
or a tour, call Bob Spizzo

218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes
CMYK Version
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PHOTOS WANTED

Photo by Eric Utter

Photo by Joey Halvorson

Photo by Denise DeCarlo

Do you have photos taken around the Gull Lake Chain that you’d like to share? We always need pictures for the newsletter,
website and social media. We especially have a shortage of fishing, boating and other fun activities on the lakes! You will be
given credit for any photographs appearing in the newsletter and a description of the picture is helpful. Your snapshots can be
sent at full size (minimum 300DPI) to Sue Friedrichs at info@gcola.org.

THANK YOU!
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WHAT WE DO
YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WORKING FOR YOU
Aquatic Invasive Species Committee (AIS)
• Coordinates with the City of Lake Shore Police Department
to provide watercraft inspections for invasive species at the
County Road 77 boat landing.
• Conducts two inspections at 24 locations to look for AIS.
• Donates annually to the University of Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) for zebra
mussel research.
• Fulfills AIS prevention needs including establishing a boat
power wash station at the Gull Lake Recreation Area public
access ramp managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Lake Steward Committee
• Invites all lakeshore owners to Take The Quiz and receive
the Lake Steward Award for managing shoreland to protect
lake water quality.
• Provides funding for approved shoreland naturalization
projects.
• Conducts a Tree Giveaway each spring to promote
naturalization of shoreland to protect water quality.

Loon Preservation Committee
• Conducts a yearly loon count in the spring and late
summer.
Communications Committee
• Educates boaters on loon-safe boating practices.
• Maintains a website (www.gcola.org), a member group • Promotes the Get The Lead Out loon safe-fishing program.
email service and a Facebook page (@GullLakeChain) to • Supports loon reproduction activities.
provide timely communication.
• Issues four newsmagazines per year to keep members Membership Committee
informed about association programs and important issues • Conducts membership development programs to recruit
and retain individual, family, and business memberships.
affecting the Gull Lake Chain.
Safety & Recreation Committee
Environmental Committee
• Monitors water quality of our lakes and stream inlets • Purchases, installs, and maintains one of the premier
navigational buoy systems (90 buoys) in the State of
through quantitative chemical analysis. Samples are
Minnesota. We also install 20 no wake enforcement buoys
collected by GCOLA volunteers and analysis completed
for the sheriff ’s department.
by a licensed environmental laboratory.
• Measures water quality during the summer by secchi disk • Provides free maps, with boating rules and regulation, at
three public landings.
readings taken by GCOLA volunteers.
• Promotes star gazing and northern lights viewing through • Partners with Cass and Crow Wing County sheriffs to
provide free boat safety training for approximately 75
educational initiatives on light pollution.
youth per year.
Finance/Audit Committee
• Works with county sheriffs on safety and enforcement
• Oversees the Gull Chain Preservation Endowment Fund
issues including donations for night vision equipment, a
and AIS Contingency Fund which provides long term
range finder, and life jackets.
funding for stewardship activities.
Fisheries Committee
• Attends annual Avid Angler discussion led by DNR and
local fishing guides and outdoor media.
• Stays informed on fishery-related research from the
University of Minnesota AIS Research Center.
• Reports findings in GCOLA newsletter.

Photo by Joey Halvorson

Gala Committee
• Plans and executes annual fundraising Gala, including
silent auction, trip raffle, and event sponsorship.
Government Relations Committee
• Works with state legislators, the DNR, state agencies, and
local government units on lake issues and concerns.
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Still playing with heart.

RHYTHM RESTORED
I’M SCOT T. I GOT A SECOND CHANCE .
When a heart attack strikes without warning, immediate care is critical.
Here, our specialty team is ready when life is suddenly interrupted.
We are committed to giving you exceptional care today and support for
your tomorrows—so you can continue doing the things you love.
These are remarkable people, doing remarkable things, together.

Join our team:
EssentiaCareers.org

Heart & Vascular Care
218-828-7580
EssentiaHealth.org

PRSRT
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Brainerd, MN
Permit No. 471

PO Box 102
Nisswa, Minnesota 56468
www.gcola.org | info@gcola.org |

MISSION STATEMENT

Photo by Joey Halvorson

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is an alliance of individuals,
families and business owners in the Gull Chain of Lakes in Cass
and Crow Wing Counties. The Association is devoted to the restoration
and continued preservation of the highest water quality and environmental
standards achievable, promotion of the responsible use of land and water
resources and recreational safety on the Gull chain of lakes.

